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US, Korean leaders revive summit hopes but skepticism high 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — President 
Donald Trump and the leaders of North 
and South Korea revived hopes over the 
weekend that a U.S.-North Korea summit 
planned for next month in Singapore could 
be back on. 

But experts said Trump’s abrupt cancel¬ 
lation of the June 12 meeting already could 


Experts say Trump's abrupt 
cancellation of the June 12 
meeting could have hurt the 
U.S. negotiating position 
as it seeks to force North 
Korea to abandon its 
nuclear weapons program. 


have damaged the US. negotiating position 
as it seeks to force the North to abandon its 
hard-won nuclear weapons program. 

The dizzying series of diplomatic twists 
and turns began Thursday when Trump 
announced he was canceling his summit 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, 
citing hostility in recent comments from 
the communist state. 

Trump quickly adopted a warmer tone 
Friday after the North Koreans published 


a conciliatory note that said they remained 
willing to meet “at any time.” 

He said Saturday that negotiations over 
resuming the summit were going well. 

“It’s moving along very nicely,” Trump 
told reporters at the White House. “We’re 
looking at June 12 in Singapore. It hasn’t 
changed.” 

South Korean President Moon Jae-in, 

SEE HOPES ON PAGE 12 
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British divers set sights 
on Thunderbolt wreckage 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

WEYMOUTH, England — The British diving 
team that recently narrowed down the location in 
the English Channel of a C-130 stolen by a homesick 
US. Air Force sergeant is at it again. 

This time they they’re surveying the site where 
a US. Army Air Corps Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 
crashed into the sea in May 1944. The pilot bailed 
and was rescued, but the plane disintegrated at im¬ 
pact with the water. 

Several years ago, the team, known as Deeper 
Dorset, found some of the “Thud’s” remains in Wey¬ 
mouth Bay. 

“Love of the sea started me off, obviously diving 
and then realizing what a great maritime history 
we have and how much of it is still undiscovered,” 
team founder Grahame Knott told Stars and Stripes. 
“We’re story hunters not treasure hunters.” 


Since the wreckage was first located, his team 
has taken more than 1,100 photogrammetry im¬ 
ages — overlapping photographs that reconstruct 
three-dimensional scenes or objects — to map the 
25-yard-deep crash site. Over the years, broken sec¬ 
tions of the P-47 have been entangled and dragged 
by fishing nets and ropes. 

Now, by using side-scan sonar that can distin¬ 
guish man-made objects against the background 
of underwater sand bars, the team hopes to find a 
missing wing from the P-47 with its four .50-caliber 
machine guns. 

Deeper Dorset recently completed a successful 
Kickstarter campaign to uncover the truth behind 
the crash of Sgt. Paul Adams Meyer, a US. Air 
Force assistant crew chief who stole a C-130 Hercu¬ 
les from RAF Mildenhall in 1969. 

howard.william(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (I>Howard_Stripes 




William HowARo/Stars and Stripes 


Deeper Dorset diver Paul Duffy jumps into the water to inspect 
the wreckage of a Republic P-47D Thunderbolt in Weymouth Bay, 
Engiand, on Thursday. 



Simon BROWN/Deeper Dorset 


Deeper Dorset divers Paul Duffy, right, and Simon Brown recount their successful dive at the crash site The remains of a Pratt & Whitney R-2800 engine from a Republic 

of a submerged Republic P-47D Thunderbolt with skipper Grahame Knott on Thursday. P-47D Thunderbolt crash site are visible. 
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Photos by Michael AsRAMs/Stars and Stripes 

The Marine color guard marches through Aisne-Mame American Cemetery in Belleau, France, prior to the Memorial Day and World War I centennial commemoration Sunday. 


Marines, locals mark Memorial Day at Belleau 


By Michael Abrams 

Stars and Stripes 

BELLEAU, France — As the 
U.S. Marines marched off the 
field Sunday, the French who 
had gathered at Aisne-Marne 
American Cemetery for the Me¬ 
morial Day ceremony broke out 
in applause. 

The clapping continued as 
they marched along the straight 
lane that leads to the cemetery 
gates. 

The ceremony, observed by a 
standing-room-only crowd, took 
place on a grassy knoll beneath 
the chapel, flanked by the ceme¬ 
tery’s 2,289 graves. 


The event also marked the 
centennial of the Battle of Bel¬ 
leau Wood, where Marines and 
Army troops fought a bloody 
battle against German forces. 

Now, 100 years later, former 
foes have become allies, some¬ 
thing that was stressed by the 
ceremony’s three main speak¬ 
ers — French M^j. Gen. Vincent 
Guionie, German army Lt. Gen. 
Carsten Jacobsen and Marine 
Corps commandant Gen. Robert 
B. Neller. 

The ceremony also featured 
military bands from all three 
countries and poetry readings 
by students from a local high 
school. 


The generals and other digni¬ 
taries laid wreaths at the steps of 
the chapel, and the 6th Marine 
firing detail fired a salute before 
a bugler, dressed in a World War 
I-era uniform, played taps. 

Following the ceremony, led 
by the Marine band playing the 
Marine hymn. Marines and lo¬ 
cals walked down to the Belleau 
Chateau for a reception. 

Once there, the Marines had a 
drink of water from the Bulldog 
fountain, a ritual for all Marines 
who visit what was once the Bel¬ 
leau battlefield. 

abrams.mike@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripes_photog 




Above: Marines march through Aisne-Mame American Cemetery. 
Left: Marine CpI. Alexander Sturdiviant drinks from the famed 
Bulldog fountain, a Marine ritual. 
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An artillery piece is displayed at the battlefield of Belleau Wood in Belleau, France. ■ Virginia Mayo/ap 


^[When the Americans were confronted with] intense enemy 
fire, instead of ducking, instead of retreating, they charged. ^ 

Jean-Michel Steg 

French historian 


World War I Battle 
of Belleau Wood a 
turning point for US 

By Raf Casert 
Associated Press 

BELLEAU, France 

J 't was the spring of 1918, and the 
German army was making a final 
push toward Paris. The only thing 
in its way was a contingent of Allied 
troops, including untested U.S. forces near 
the Marne River in northern France. 

Among them was U.S. Army 1st Lt. Gordon 
Kaemmerling, a precocious and athletic 
Harvard graduate who had jumped at the 
opportunity to help the United States leave 
its shell of isolationism and join the war. 

On June 6,1918, the U.S. forces attacked, 
storming across the open fields near Bel¬ 
leau Wood. Germans sprayed them with 
shells and machine-gunfire from a densely 
forested hill. Without proper artillery cover, 
the Americans were mowed down easily at 
first. 

In the chaos, Kaemmerling, 26, rushed to 
help his comrades and was nearly torn in 
two by shrapnel and bullets. 

The bravery of Kaemmerling and others helped 
the Americans chase the German forces out of Bel¬ 
leau Wood by the end of the month. The battle be¬ 
came a defining moment in World War I, not just 
containing the German push along the Western 
Front but proving the Americans’ military mettle 
for all to see. 

Victory bonded the Allies, and the friendship be¬ 
came the cornerstone of global diplomacy for most 
of the last 100 years. 

That partnership is being celebrated during the 
centennial of the Battle of Belleau Wood as the U.S. 
marks the Memorial Day holiday, even amid some 
trans-Atlantic strains. 

No retreat 

Germany acknowledged the arrival of the U.S. 
forces on the Western Front would be a burden, but 
peace with the Bolsheviks in Soviet Russia meant 
that German troops could reinforce another on¬ 
slaught on France. 

It was a unique window of opportunity for the 
Germans, and when it came they got within a week’s 
march from Paris. Victory after four years of fight¬ 
ing seemed possible. 

The American force “was still considered a very 
untried organization, and among the French and 
British, they were not sure how well they would per¬ 
form,” said retired U.S. Army Col. David S. Jones, a 
historian. 

The initial plan was to give many of the U.S. forces 
more time to train before being thrown into battle, 
but Germany had other ideas. 

In desperation, the French asked U.S. Gen. John 
J. “Black Jack” Pershing for the immediate deploy¬ 
ment of some of his troops to stop the gap near the 
Marne, northeast of Paris. U.S. soldiers and Marines 
were soon sent off to Belleau. 

The combination of inexperience and gung-ho 
enthusiasm became the stuff of legend. The battle 
is one of the first things taught to any U.S. Marine, 
said Owen Gardner Finnegan, a Marine who served 
in Afghanistan and was visiting the Belleau Wood 
cemetery. 

Because of their ferocity, the Americans “stopped 
the most advanced army in the world at the time in 
savage fighting,” Finnegan said. 

SEE LEGEND ON PAGE 5 
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Legend; Bolstered 
by US soldiers, Allies 
pushed Germans back 

FROM PAGE 4 

Marine Corps lore has it that one officer, told there was a gen¬ 
eral retreat, said, “Retreat? Hell, we just got here!” 

The Americans made their vigor, youth and resilience count 
against the more experienced but battle-weary Germans, who 
were approaching their fifth year of fighting. 

When the Americans were confronted with “intense enemy 
fire, instead of ducking, instead of retreating, they charged,” 
said French historian Jean-Michel Steg. 

At first, it was a matter of survival. Steadily, however, they es¬ 
tablished themselves in hostile terrain where any tree could hide 
an enemy. They stood their ground in man-to-man fighting. 

Instead of marching on Paris, the Germans soon found them¬ 
selves on the back foot. 

Much more was at stake than a patch of ground along a 350- 
mile front line. “It became something different. It became a test 
of will,” Steg said. 

Bolstered by the Americans, the Allies were pushing the Ger¬ 
mans back. 

“The turning point was that the Germans came to the realiza¬ 
tion that the American Army was for real and was not only going 
to get bigger with the arrival of new soldiers each month but was 
also going to get better,” Steg said. By the end of 1918, more than 
2 million Americans were on the front. 

Belleau Wood “definitely was a critical point in the road for 
America becoming a world power,” Jones said. 

Other successes by U.S., French and British Commonwealth 
forces led to the armistice of Nov. 11,1918. 

The U.S. would return again to Europe to fight and defeat the 
Germans in World War II. It spread its global reach to embody 
what some have called the “American Century.” 

A symbolic tree 

A century after the battle, shell holes are covered in fir and 
ivy, and there are enough oak saplings in Belleau Wood that 
some escape the appetite of roving deer. 

One young tree was dug up for a special purpose: On a state 
visit in April, French President Emmanuel Macron brought it to 
the White House for a replanting ceremony with President Don¬ 
ald Trump. 

Macron said the tree could take root “as a symbol of the sac¬ 
rifice and the common battles that France and the United States 
have led together.” 

After the ceremony, the tree was dug up and put into quaran¬ 
tine, like other plants or animals brought into U.S. territory, and 
will be returned to the spot. 

Although Macron and Trump celebrated that bond, there have 
been strains between the U.S. and Europe on climate change, the 
Iran nuclear deal and trade with the European Union. 

European Council President Donald Tusk, referring to the 
Trump administration earlier this month, said, “Someone could 
even think, ‘With friends like that, who needs enemies?’” 

It was not a sentiment that Owen Gardner Finnegan, the Ma¬ 
rine who was visiting Belleau Wood, wanted to dwell on as he 
stood among the white marble grave markers of the fallen Amer¬ 
icans on a gray spring day. 

“We should remember all of this — the verdant green fields of 
France that were stained with the blood of several million men,” 
Finnegan said. 

In a letter home, Kaemmerling described France as “a dream 
country that I’d love to play in in peace times.” 

He never got the chance. He was buried in the Aisne-Marne 
American Cemetery in Belleau, one of 2,289 Americans laid to 
rest there. 

“He was a leader of men, and in order to lead, he needed to be 
out front,” said Shane Williams, the cemetery’s superintendent. 


We should remember all of this — 
the verdant green fields of France 
that were stained with the blood of 
several million men. ^ 

Owen Gardner Finnegan 

Marine who served in Afghanistan and visited the Belleau Wood cemetery 



Photos by Virginia Mayo/AP 


Above: The superintendent of the Aisne-Marne American Cemetery, Shane Williams, holds a photo 
of World War I soldier 1st Lt. Gordon Kaemmerling as he stands in front of his headstone in Belleau, 
France. Below: A World War I German sniper position was in a rock on the battlefield of Belleau Wood. 



French historian Jean-Michel Steg describes the field in which U.S. 
troops approached German positions. 
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Kevin SANDELL/Courtesy of the 504th Ml Brigade Public Affairs office 

Above: Mike Price and Tom Nutgrass are veterans of the U.S. Army 
Security Agency and served in Vietnam and Korea, respectively. 
Courtesy of the U.S. Army Left: The ASA was established on Sept. 15, 1945. 



Veteran hopes to memorialize a secret service 


By Lauren King 
Stars and Stripes 

ARLINGTON, Va. 
he work of the intelligence servic¬ 
es is by nature secret, but veter¬ 
ans of the Army Security Agency 
— which served in World War II 
through the Cold War — are hoping to find 
some recognition for their service to their 
country in the form of a monument. 

Cecil Carver, a Vietnam War-era ASA 
veteran, said the idea started when he vis¬ 
ited Arlington National Cemetery in Vir¬ 
ginia a few years ago and saw the 101st 
Airborne Division Memorial. “I went over 
and looked at it,” he said. “I read about the 
accolades.” 

The sacrifice of those soldiers is widely 
known, but the work of ASA veterans. 
Carver said, is nearly invisible. He wants 
to share the stories of his fellow veterans. 
So, he’s on a mission to install a monument 
at Arlington like the one he saw that day 
more than three years ago. 

Carver has learned, however, it’s not an 
easy process. 

In April, a new stone monument was 
dedicated at Arlington. It pays tribute to 
the nearly 5,000 American helicopter pi¬ 
lots and crewmembers who died in the 
Vietnam War. And it nearly took an act of 
Congress to get it approved. 

Army officials gave the OK to an initial 
request by the association for a memo¬ 
rial tree, which was dedicated on Aug. 28, 
2015. The tree was planted within 8 feet of 
a sidewalk along Memorial Drive, a space 
considered unusable for burials. 

Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 
leaders later asked to place a granite mon¬ 
ument, at the association’s own cost, on the 
same site. Their request was denied, and 
the project stalled. 

The association went to Congress. Two 
years later, a bill was unanimously passed 
in the House, but before it went on to the 
Senate for consideration, military and leg¬ 
islative officials came to an agreement. 

“Without the congressional approval, I 
don’t think it would have ever happened,” 
Bill “Moon” Mullen told the Pocono Re¬ 
cord in Pennsylvania. “If we were just 
a tree with a ground-level marker, you 
wouldn’t even stop and notice. Those 5,000 
deserve to be thanked for their sacrifice. It 
will remind people, maybe for generations, 
that these were the people who fought the 
‘Hehcopter War.’” 

Carver’s reasons for a monument are 
similar. He doesn’t want ASA veterans to be 
forgotten. 


ASA restructuring 

Cecil Carver celebrated his 19th birth¬ 
day in Vietnam. He spent four years in the 
Army working with the ASA. During his 
service, he knew what he was working on 
but not about the larger role the agency 
played in the war. 

Signals intelligence has been a part of 
the U.S. Army’s “warfighting toolkit” since 
World War I, according to the Army. In 
1949, cryptologic activities were central¬ 
ized under the Armed Forces Security 
Agency. In 1952, the civilian National Secu¬ 
rity Agency, under the Department of De¬ 
fense, replaced the Armed Forces Security 
Agency to expand its focus from strictly 
military to national security. 

The ASA persevered, with assets in fixed 
field stations around the world. While the 
agency lost most of its original mission and 
the bulk of its civihan staff to the NSA, the 
Army article said, the agency was restruc¬ 
tured to meet Army-specific needs. It devel¬ 
oped smaller, mobile field units to support 
tactical commanders and became critical 
during the Korean War. 

Early in the 1960s, ASA personnel were 
among the first in South Vietnam, provid¬ 
ing support to the U.S. Military Assistance 
Group and helping train the South Vietnam¬ 
ese Army, according to the NSA. 

The agency’s presence grew with the 
introduction of large U.S. ground combat 
elements in South Vietnam, the NSA his¬ 
tory said. The ASA expanded and became a 
mqjor Army field command in 1964. 

Later, the massive drawdown of U.S. forc¬ 
es in Vietnam led to a wholesale reorgani¬ 
zation of Army Intelligence. The ASA was 
eventually disbanded, and on Jan. 1, 1977, 
it was redesignated U.S. Army Intelhgence 
and Security Command. 

“This year marks the 40th anniversary 
since the U.S. Army Security Agency low¬ 
ered its flag,” Carver wrote last year to 
North Carolina representatives. “Time is 
running out if ASA is to be acknowledged 
for the critical intelligence role that it played 
in support of the U.S. Army and Our Nation 
for over 30 years.” 

After seeing that monument to the 101st 



Courtesy of Cecil Carver 


The National Army Security Agency 
Association is sponsoring the effort to 
have an ASA Memorial placed at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia. 

Airborne at Arlington, Carver went to work, 
seeking out fellow veterans, raising money 
and collecting letters of support from mili¬ 
tary veterans, foreign embassies and mem¬ 
bers of Congress. 

For some, the letter he received Nov. 9, 
2017, would have ended all hope. 

“As stewards of Arhngton National Cem¬ 
etery, the Army takes all requests for mon¬ 
uments very seriously,” read the letter from 
Karen Durham-Aguilera, executive direc¬ 
tor, Army National Military Cemeteries. 
“My staff, the Advisory Committee on Ar¬ 
lington National Cemetery and the Secre¬ 
tary of the Army conducted a thorough and 
deliberate review of your request. On Oct. 
20, 2017, the Secretary of the Army disap¬ 
proved the request. 

“I regret that the decision was not more 
favorable.” 

Holding out hope 

Carver is still hoping to have an ASA 
monument installed at Arlington. 

It’s important that it be placed somewhere 


veterans will definitely see it, he said. 

Honor flights, which previously focused 
on taking World War II veterans to Wash¬ 
ington, are now taking Korean and Vietnam 
veterans there. As an example. Carver said 
Arlington was the only place he wanted to 
visit when he came to the city, so a monu¬ 
ment anywhere else, such as the National 
Museum of the United States Army under 
construction at Fort Belvoir in Virginia, 
would not properly honor his fellow veterans 
because it might largely remain unnoticed. 

Carver has an uphill climb. 

At the end of 2017, Arlington National 
Cemetery had received 11 requests for 
monuments, initiated by a sponsor. But none 
of those requests was a complete proposal 
as defined in U.S. law, according to Kerry 
Meeker. 

Only one monument request was pre¬ 
sented to the secretary of the Army in 2017, 
the cemetery spokeswoman said, and it was 
denied. 

In 25 years, five sizable commemorative 
works have been placed at Arlington. Three 
were through congressional action and two 
of those three — the Pentagon group buri¬ 
al marker and the space shuttle Columbia 
— mark remains lost in the incidents they 
were named for, according to Meeker. 

“Placement of sizable commemorative 
works (larger than the size of a government 
grave marker) continue to be a challenge for 
Arlington National Cemetery,” she wrote in 
an email to Stars and Stripes. 

“The cemetery’s primary mission is to lay 
to rest those who are killed in action, perish 
while on active duty, honorably discharged 
Veterans of our Armed Forces and their eli¬ 
gible family members.” 

By their very nature and size, she con¬ 
tinued, commemorative works consume 
burial space for those who would otherwise 
be honored at the cemetery. She noted that 
monuments are placed only in sections of 
the cemetery designated by the Army sec¬ 
retary and only on land the secretary deter¬ 
mines is not suitable for burial. 

Areas not suitable for burial include plac¬ 
es where tree donations were placed. But as 
of March 1, 2015, Arlington no longer ac¬ 
cepts tree donations, she said. 

“There has to be a place for us in Arhng¬ 
ton,” Carver said. 

kTng.lauren@strTpes.com 

Twitter: @laurenking 


^There has to be a place for us in Arlington 
(National Cemetery).' 

Cecil Carver 

Vietnam War-era Army Security Agency veteran 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Dozens die 
in fighting 
in Yemen 



Hani Mohammed/AP 


A \fenieni man looks at the rubble of a petrol station after it was hit by Saudi-led airstrikes in 
Sanaa, Yemen, on Sunday. Yemeni security officials said a Saudi-led coalition airstrike in the 
capital on Saturday killed four civilians and wounded 10 others. 


By Ahmed Al-haj 

Associated Press 

SANAA, Yemen—Heavy fighting in Yemen 
between pro-government forces and Shiite 
rebels has killed more than 150 people in the 
last four days, Yemeni officials and witnesses 
said Sunday. 

Government forces have been trying to seize 
rebel-held areas along the western coast, while 
an allied Saudi-led coalition has been targeting 
the rebels with airstrikes in the northwestern 
Saada province, a rebel stronghold. 

The offensive is being waged by ground 
troops carrying sophisticated weapons, in¬ 
cluding shoulder-fired missiles, with air cover 
from the coalition, the officials said. 

Security officials said a Saudi-led airstrike 
near a gas station in the capital, Sanaa, killed 
four civilians on Saturday and wounded 10. 

The officials spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were not authorized to brief 
the media, while the witnesses did so for fear 
of reprisals. 

In March, an international rights group 
said fighting along Yemen’s west coast has 
displaced 100,000 people in recent months, 
mostly from the Red Sea port city of Hodei- 
da. Amnesty International warned that “the 
worst could be yet to come.” 


The port is a vital lifeline from which most 
of the Yemeni population’s food and medicine 
comes. The coalition accuses the Houthis 
of using Hodeida and other ports to receive 
weapons and ammunition from Iran, which 
denies arming the rebels. 

Yemen has been embroiled in a civil war 
pitting the coalition against the Iran-backed 
Houthis since March 2015. The coalition aims 
to restore the government of self-exiled Presi¬ 
dent Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi. 


The three-year war has killed more than 
10,000 people and displaced more than 3 mil¬ 
lion. It has also damaged Yemen’s infrastruc¬ 
ture, crippled its health system and pushed it 
to the brink of famine. 

The U.N. considers Yemen to be the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis, with more than 
22.2 million people in need of assistance. 
Malnutrition, cholera and other diseases have 
killed or sickened thousands of civilians over 
the years. 


Taliban suicide 
bombing kills 2 
Afghan soldiers 

Associated Press 

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 
— A suicide car bomber struck 
Afghan troops outside an army 
base in the southern Helmand 
province Sunday, killing at least 
two of them in an attack claimed 
by the Taliban. 

Omar Zwak, a spokesman for 
the governor of Helmand, said 
four other soldiers were wound¬ 
ed in the attack in the Nad Ali 
district. He said the large ex¬ 
plosion could be heard from 
far away, and that the death toll 
could rise. 

A district official said the toll 
was far higher, with 17 soldiers 
killed and 21 wounded. The of¬ 
ficial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not 
authorized to speak to media, said 
the bomber struck as a convoy of 
troops was leaving the base. 

The Taliban, who control sever¬ 
al districts in Helmand, claimed 
the attack. 

Elsewhere in Afghanistan, the 
head of security for a bank branch 
in the southern Uruzgan province 
opened fire inside the bank, kill¬ 
ing four people and wounding two 
before being arrested, said Dost 
Mohammad Nayab, spokesman 
for the provincial governor. He 
said the motive for the attack was 
not known. 


US warns Syrian government not to advance on south 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The United States 
warned it would take “firm and 
appropriate measures” to protect 
a cease-fire in southern Syria if 
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
forces move against rebels there. 

The area in southwestern 
Syria, between the border city of 
Daraa and the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights, has emerged as a 
flashpoint in a wider standoff be¬ 
tween regional archrivals Israel 
and Iran. 

The US., Russia, and Jor¬ 
dan agreed last year to include 
Daraa in a “de-escalation zone” 
to freeze the lines of conflict. But 
government forces have recently 
dropped leaflets on rebel-held 
areas warning of an imminent 
offensive and urging fighters to 
lay down their arms, Syrian state 
media said Friday. 

In a statement released Friday, 


the US. State Department said 
it was concerned by reports that 
Assad’s forces were preparing 
for an operation in southwestern 
Syria. It warned the government 
against “any actions that risk 
broadening the conflict.” 

Assad has relied on Russia, Iran 
and the Lebanese militant group 
Hezbollah to battle an uprising 
against his family’s decadeslong 
rule and roll back an Islamic 
State insurgency that grew out 
of the country’s seven-year civil 
war. Iran has sent military com¬ 
manders to oversee battles and 
organize militias from across the 
Middle East to fight alongside 
Assad’s troops. 

The US. and Israel view Iran’s 
extensive military presence in 
Syria as a threat to Israel and 
have threatened action. The Is¬ 
raeli military is believed to be be¬ 
hind dozens of airstrikes in recent 
years against Hezbollah, Iranian 


and Syrian military positions. 

Earlier this month, Israel 
bombed Iranian military posi¬ 
tions in Syria in what it said was 
retaliation for an Iranian rocket 
attack on the occupied Golan 
Heights. Israel called it its most 
serious operation in Syria since 
the 1973 Mideast war. 

The government began moving 
reinforcements to Daraa province 
last week after expelling the last 
rebels and ISIS militants from 
around Damascus, according to 
the Britain-based Syrian Obser¬ 
vatory for Human Rights, which 
closely monitors the war. 

Leaflets dropped on northern 
Daraa, which is divided between 
rebel and government-controlled 
areas, warned, “The men of the 
Syrian army are coming.” 

In eastern Deir el-Zour prov¬ 
ince, four Russian soldiers were 
killed and others were wounded 
during an attack by “terrorists,” 


the Russian Defense Ministry 
said Sunday. 

Russian and Syrian govern¬ 
ment troops and pro-govern¬ 
ment gunmen have been fighting 
members of ISIS in Deir el-Zour, 
where the extremists resumed 
their attacks against government 
forces and their allies in recent 
weeks. 

The Russian ministry said the 
dead were military advisers at¬ 
tached to a Syrian army unit. 

In a statement reported by Rus¬ 
sian news agencies, the ministry 
said “two Russian military ad¬ 
visers, who controlled fire of the 
Syrian battery, died at the scene.” 
It said five others were wounded, 
two of whom died in a Russian 
military hospital. 

The ministry said 43 insur¬ 
gents were killed in the nighttime 
battle. 

The Russian statement came 
two days after ISIS said its fight¬ 


ers launched a surprise attack 
Wednesday on a joint Syrian and 
Russian forces convoy west of 
Mayadeen, killing 15 Syrian and 
Russian soldiers. 

In the same area, ISIS fight¬ 
ers stormed three Syrian army 
checkpoints, killing eight soldiers 
and capturing five others, the 
group said in a statement. 

It was not immediately clear if 
ISIS was speaking about the same 
area where the Russian advisers 
were killed. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights, a 
war monitor, said ISIS fighters 
launched two new attacks in Deir 
el-Zour on Saturday near Maya¬ 
deen and Boukamal near the 
Iraqi border. 

The Observatory said five 
days of fighting in Deir el-Zour 
killed 76 troops and pro-govern¬ 
ment gunmen as well as 25 ISIS 
fighters. 
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Review to decide if airman 
will stand trial in stabbing 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

A Barksdale Air Force Base colonel is reviewing 
preliminary evidence to determine whether Airman 
1st Class Isaiah Edwards should stand trial in the 
March stabbing death of a fellow airman in Guam. 

Edwards is in custody at Barksdale and has been 
charged with murder in the stabbing death of Air¬ 
man 1st Class Bradley Hale on March 26 at Ander¬ 
sen Air Force Base, Guam. 

The airmen were assigned to Barksdale in Louisi¬ 
ana and were deployed to Guam. 

Both Hale and Edwards were assigned to the 2nd 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing, 
as electronic warfare journeymen. 

Hale, a native of Montgomery, Texas, had been in 
the Air Force about two years. 

Col. Ty Neuman, the commander of 2nd Bomb 
Wing, directed that a preliminary hearing, also 
called an Article 32 hearing, be held for the charge 
of murder in Hale’s death. 

The hearing was held May 11, and Neuman is re¬ 
viewing the preliminary hearing officer’s report to 
determine the next step in the trial process, the Air 
Force said. Edwards is considered innocent unless 


proven guilty during court-martial beyond reason¬ 
able doubt, the Air Force said. 

An Article 32 hearing, so named for its citation in 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice, is conducted 
to determine whether probable cause exists to pro¬ 
ceed to a court-martial. 

No timeline in adjudication of this case was avail¬ 
able, the Air Force said. 

Hale, 20, was found unresponsive at a temporary 
lodging facility at Andersen and declared dead 
March 27 about 3 a.m., the Air Force said. 

Edwards was arrested after a knife was found at 
the scene. 

Dr. Aurelio Espinola, chief medical examiner in 
Guam, said there were three fatal wounds to Hale’s 
neck along with numerous superficial cuts. 

The 2nd Bomb Wing includes B-52H Stratofor- 
tress multirole bombers, which are capable of de¬ 
livering conventional and nuclear weapons. The 
bombers have been routinely deployed to Guam in 
recent years — along with B-1 conventional and B- 
2 stealth bombers — as tensions with North Korea 
have increased. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.cotTr 

Twitter: ©WyattWOlson 


Fort Bragg soldier dies in Kosovo 


By Chad Garland 
AND Heather Benit 
Stars and Stripes 


A US. soldier died Thursday 
from a non-combat-related inci¬ 
dent in Kosovo, the Department 
of Defense said Friday. 

Staff Sgt. Conrad A. Robinson, 
36, of Los Angeles, died at Camp 
Bondsteel, 
Kosovo. He 
deployed 
there in 
March as 
part of Op¬ 
eration Joint 
Guardian, a 
joint peace¬ 
keeping mis¬ 
sion with 

I NATO. 
Robin¬ 
son was a 
medical specialist assigned to the 
155th Medical Detachment, 261st 
Medical Battalion, 44th Medical 
Brigade, in Fort Bragg, N.C. He 
deployed with the 28th Combat 
Support Hospital. 

“Staff Sgt. Robinson was just 
a really good guy at heart. If you 



Robinson 


wanted something done, he’d say, 
‘No, sweat, ma’am.’ He was the 
get-it-done guy,” said M^. Chris¬ 
tine Harris, the hospital’s com¬ 
mander. “He was a man of few 
words, but when he spoke, it was 
necessary and always positive.” 

An 18-year veteran of the Army, 
he was on his fifth deployment 
after serving in Kuwait in 2004- 
05, Afghanistan in 2006-07 and 
2010-11 and Korea in 2015-16. 

His awards include five Army 
Commendation Medals, six Army 
Achievement Medals, two Merito¬ 
rious Unit Citations, one Korean 
Defense Service Medal and the 
NATO Medal, according to the 
Army. 

“He’s the type of son that you 
know calls Mom, checks up on 
Mom,” his mother, Synthia Rob¬ 
inson, told NBC 7 San Diego. 
“Every single Mother’s Day, Con¬ 
rad would send me flowers.” 

Robinson leaves a wife and two 
daughters, ages 5 and 10, accord¬ 
ing to NBC 7. 

On New Year’s Day, after re¬ 
ceiving news of his impending 
deployment, Robinson wrote on 
Facebook that he was upset his 


orders would keep him away from 
family for all but two months of 
the year. 

“I know that they understand, 
and we will make it through this 
together,” he said. 

He posted again to say he’d 
made it to his “final stop” in 
Kosovo in early March. 

“We love you and miss you,” his 
wife, Yolanda Robinson, replied. 
“Stay safe!” 

His is the second death of a sol¬ 
dier deployed to Camp Bondsteel 
this year. Spc. Robert Jones, 21, a 
military dog handler, died there 
in January. 

The NATO mission in the Ser¬ 
bian province of Kosovo began 
in 1999, following a monthslong 
campaign of allied airstrikes to 
halt a humanitarian crisis and re¬ 
store stability there. Several hun¬ 
dred US. troops continue to take 
part in the peacekeeping mission 
there each year. 

Robinson’s death is under 
investigation. 

garTancr.chad@strTpesTcom 

Twitter: @chadgarland 


USS Arizona Memorial closed indefinitely 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Damage to the 
USS Arizona Memorial at Pearl 
Harbor in Honolulu was worse 
than expected and it will remain 
closed indefinitely, officials said. 

Boat transportation to the at¬ 
traction was suspended May 6 
after one of the vessel operators 
noticed a crack on the outside of 
the memorial, Hawaii News Now 


reported. 

Tourists were allowed to dis¬ 
embark at the memorial after 
crews completed interim repairs. 
But the cracks reappeared hours 
later, indicating a more serious 
issue. 

“There is a brow or an edge 
where the visitor ramp meets 
the memorial, and at that point, 
there’s been some fissures located 
on the exterior,” said Jay Blount, 


a spokesman for the World War 
II Valor in the Pacific National 
Monument. “After further inves¬ 
tigation on the interior, it was de¬ 
termined that the structure is not 
supporting the loading ramp the 
way that we need.” 

Engineers are working to figure 
out possible long-term solutions. 

Other areas of the Pearl Har¬ 
bor Visitor Center remain open. 



Photos by Julie Jacobson/AP 


West Point cadets celebrate after graduation ceremonies at the 
United States Military Academy in West Point, N.Y., on Saturday. 

Dunford to West Point 
grads: Embrace change 

Associated Press 

WEST POINT, N.Y — The 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff urged graduating cadets at 
the U.S. Military Academy on Sat¬ 
urday to “embrace the constant 
changes” facing the military as 
the best route to success. 

Gen. Joseph Dunford, the na¬ 
tion’s highest-ranking military 
officer, said armies that are slow 
to adapt to changes often find 
themselves on the wrong side of 
history. 

“There’s no substitute for 
taking a clear-eyed look at the 
threats we’ll face and asking how 
our force will adapt to meet those 
threats,” said Dunford, who be¬ 
came chairman in October 2015. 

“To be successful, you have to an¬ 
ticipate and embrace the constant 
changes.” 

He urged the almost 950 West 
Point cadets who were commis¬ 
sioned as second lieutenants in 
the U.S. Army during the cer¬ 
emony at the academy’s football 
stadium to challenge themselves 
to be the kind of leaders who 
continually think about change, 
especially in a world where “the 
pace of change and the speed of 
war has greatly accelerated.” 

His remarks came at a ceremo¬ 
ny that featured among its gradu¬ 
ates the first black woman to lead 
the Long Gray Line. 

Simone Askew, of Fairfax, 

Va., last year assumed duties as 
first captain of the 4,400-mem¬ 
ber Corps of Cadets, the high¬ 
est position in the cadet chain of 
command. 



West Point cadet Simone Marie 
Askew salutes Gen. Joseph 
Dunford, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, as she receives 
her diploma Saturday. 

Dunford recalled that leaders 
on both sides in World War I were 
slow to grasp the significance 
of emerging technologies and 
the changing character of war, 
resulting in the deaths of many 
soldiers. 

Throughout history, he said, 
most changes occur only “after 
significant failure.” 

An exception came in the years 
before the Vietnam War when 
men who had graduated from 
West Point considered how the he¬ 
licopter might be deployed to en¬ 
hance mobility on the battlefield. 

“They fundamentally changed 
Army maneuvers, and their ideas 
remain relevant today,” Dunford 
said. 


^To be successful, you have to anticipate 
and embrace the constant changes, f 

Gen. Joseph Dunford 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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Fire fears in 
Arizona force 
land closures 


Rogelio V. Solis/AP 

George Estes tosses sand at a sandbagging location into storage tubs that he will take back to his law 
office in downtown Gulfport, Miss., in preparation for Subtropical Storm Alberto. 

Gulf Coast braces for impact 
as subtropical storm nears 


By Felicia Fonseca 
Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Dry pine 
needles and dead wood snapped 
under fire-prevention officer Matt 
Engbring’s boots as he hiked a 
half-mile into the woods in search 
of a makeshift campsite that had 
served as one man’s home until 
last week when the area was 
closed because of the escalating 
threat of massive wildfires. 

Engbring walked past small ra¬ 
vines where wind quickly could 
carry embers and by the charred 
remains of a campfire, finally 
reaching the spot where John 
Dobson had been hving among 
ponderosa pines in Arizona’s Co¬ 
conino National Forest. 

He spotted Dobson earher as 
he was leaving the forest with 
his bicycle and issued a warning 
that he’ll likely repeat over the 
busy Memorial Day weekend as 
tourists flock to Arizona’s cooler 
mountainous areas to hike, bike, 
camp and fish. 

“The area is closed now, and I 
can’t allow you to go back in,” he 
said. 

Many parts of the West are deal¬ 
ing with drought, but nowhere has 
more state and federal land been 
closed to recreation than in Ari¬ 
zona where conditions are ripe for 
large-scale wildfires. Portions of 
the Apache-Sitgreaves, Coconino, 
Kaibab and Tonto national forests 
are closed because the dry vegeta¬ 
tion quickly can go up in flames, 
firefighters would have a hard 
time stopping it and homes and 
water resources are at risk. 

In neighboring New Mexico, fire 
restrictions are in place but no for¬ 
ests have closed. Forest officials in 
the western part of that state have 
suspended woodcutting permits, 
including ceremonial wood-gath¬ 
ering by Native American tribes. 
They’ve also warned the public to 
look out for hungry bears. 

Forests in southern Colorado 
and southern Utah are open, but 
officials are limiting campfires to 
developed areas. 

“A lot of our rural, small com¬ 
munities depend on recreation 
and access to pubhc land, so it’s 
on the table but really an option 
of last resort,” said Holly Krake, 
a spokeswoman for the U.S. For¬ 
est Service region that includes 
Colorado. 

Weather over the next six weeks 
is expected to be in line with the 
typical onset of fire season: in¬ 
creasingly hot, breezy and dry. 
Then the monsoonal system that 
carries heavy rain should kick in. 


By Tamara Lush 
Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — 
Normally packed with vacationers 
over the Memorial Day weekend, 
beaches along the eastern U.S. 
Gulf Coast were largely empty 
Sunday as a slowly intensifying 
storm carrying brisk winds and 
heavy rain approached. 

Subtropical Storm Alberto 
— the first named storm of the 
2018 hurricane season, which of¬ 
ficially starts June 1 — prompted 
Florida, Alabama and Mississippi 
to launch emergency preparations 
Saturday. Rough conditions were 
expected to roil the seas off the 
eastern and northern Gulf Coast 
region through Tuesday. 

“These swells are hkely to 
cause life-threatening surf and rip 
current conditions,” the National 
Hurricane Center in Miami said 
in a statement. 

Gusty showers were to begin 
lashing parts of Florida on Sun¬ 
day, and authorities were warning 
of the possibihty of flash flooding. 

The hurricane center said Sun¬ 
day that a tropical storm warning 
was in effect from Bonita Beach, 
Fla., to the Mississippi-Alabama 
border. 

Isolated tornadoes were pos¬ 
sible across the region on Sunday 


and Monday. 

About 5 to 10 inches of rain are 
possible along affected areas in 
eastern Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, western Tennessee and 
the western Florida Panhandle. 
Isolated areas could see as much 
as 15 inches. 

Under overcast skies and occa¬ 
sional drizzle, several Gulfport, 
Miss., residents lined up to fill 
10- and 20-pound bags with sand 
they will use to block encroach¬ 
ing floodwater expected as a re¬ 
sult of Alberto. 

Tommy Whitlock said sandbag¬ 
ging has become a usual event 
in his life since he lives next to a 
creek. 

“I’m doing this because every 
time we have a hard rain, it floods 
at my house,” Whitlock said. “We 
get water from other neighbor¬ 
hoods, and water can get up to a 
foot deep in some places.” 

Eddy Warner, a retired consul¬ 
tant for a construction company, 
filled bags while waiting for his 
nephew to come help transport 
them home to protect his garage. 

“I’m 65 years old and too old to 
be doing this,” he said, laughing. 

Alberto is expected to strength¬ 
en until it reaches the northern 
Gulf Coast, likely on Monday 
night. 

The National Weather Service 


said waves as high as 18 feet could 
pound the popular Gulf beaches 
in Baldwin County, Ala., and 
northwestern Florida on Monday. 
A high surf warning was in ef¬ 
fect through 7 p.m. Tuesday local 
time. 

At 11 a.m. EDT Sunday, the Na¬ 
tional Hurricane Center in Miami 
said Alberto was about 130 miles 
west-southwest of Tampa, Fla., 
and moving north at 14 mph. The 
storm had top sustained winds of 
50 mph. 

A subtropical storm like Alberto 
has a less defined and cooler cen¬ 
ter than a tropical storm, and its 
strongest winds are found farther 
from its center. Subtropical storms 
can develop into tropical storms, 
which in turn can strengthen into 
hurricanes. 

A tropical storm warning ex¬ 
pired for Cuba’s western Pinar 
del Rio province, where heavy 
rains could trigger flash floods 
and mudslides, the National Hur¬ 
ricane Center said. 

The downpours could dampen 
Memorial Day, the unofficial start 
of the summer tourist season 
along Gulf beaches. Along with 
heavy rains and high winds could 
come rough seas and a threat of 
rip currents from Florida to Loui¬ 
siana that can sweep swimmers 
out to sea. 


Venezuela 
releases US 
citizen held 
for 2 years 

By Seung Min Kim 
AND Anthony Faiola 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Josh Holt, 
a U.S. citizen who had traveled 
to Venezuela to marry a woman 
he met online, was released on 
Saturday after two years in a Ca¬ 
racas, Venezuela, jail and has re¬ 
turned to the United States. 

Holt, a Utah native, was re¬ 
leased along with his wife, Thamy, 
according to a statement from 
Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, on 
Saturday. Holt had been accused 
by Venezuelan officials of stock¬ 
piling weapons and grenades 
in public housing, a charge that 
he denies, and his incarceration 
had become a mqjor flashpoint 
in relations between Caracas and 
Washington. 

“Over the last two years. I’ve 
worked with two presidential 
administrations, countless dip¬ 
lomatic contacts, ambassadors 
from all over the world, a network 
of contacts in Venezuela, and 
President [Nicolas] Maduro him¬ 
self,” Hatch said in a statement. 
“I could not be more honored to 
be able to reunite Josh with his 
sweet, long-suffering family in 
Riverton.” 

The Holts were reunited with 
their family in a room at Dulles 
International Airport about 7:10 
p.m., according to Hatch’s office, 
which posted a video of the gath¬ 
ering on Twitter. 

President Donald Trump, who 
announced the release Saturday 
morning, welcomed Josh and 
Thamy Holt back to the United 
States in an impromptu gather¬ 
ing inside the Oval Office, telling 
him they “came back from a very 
tough ordeal.” 

“You were a tough one, I have 
to tell you. That was a tough situ¬ 
ation,” Trump told Josh Holt, who 
sat to his right. “But we’ve had 
17 (jailed people) released, and 
we’re very proud of that record. 
Very proud. And we have others 
coming. We’re in the midst of 
some very big negotiations to get 
others out.” 

Josh Holt’s parents praised 
Trump, other administration of¬ 
ficials and lawmakers involved 
in securing his and his wife’s 
release. Holt said he was “over¬ 
whelmed with gratitude” after 
the “very, very, very difficult two 
years” he spent in Caracas. 
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Ind.teacher who 
stopped shooting 
is out of hospital 



A law enforcement officer walks outside Noblesville West Middle 
School in Noblesville, Ind., after a shooting on Friday. A male student 
opened fire at the school, wounding another student and a teacher. 


By Rick Callahan 

Associated Press 

NOBLESVILLE, Ind. — An 
Indiana science teacher was 
released from a hospital a day 
after he was shot while tack¬ 
ling an armed student inside his 
classroom. 

Noblesville police Lt. Bruce 
Barnes confirmed Saturday that 
Jason Sea¬ 
man was 

discharged 
from Meth¬ 
odist Hos¬ 
pital in 
Indianapolis. 

Repub¬ 
lican U.S. 
Rep. Susan 
Brooks post¬ 
ed a video on 
Twitter say¬ 
ing she met 
Seaman during a visit to Nobles¬ 
ville West Middle School around 
midday Saturday. 

“He is that hero teacher who 
stopped the shooter from hurting 
more young people,” Brooks said. 

The only other person shot, stu¬ 
dent Ella Whistler, was in critical 
but stable condition, according to 
her family. They released a state¬ 
ment saying they were still trying 
to process “what happened and 
why.” 

President Donald Trump sent 
a tweet Saturday thanking Sea¬ 
man “for his heroic act in saving 
so many precious young lives. 
His quick and automatic action 
is being talked about all over the 
world!” 

Vice President Mike Pence, 
the former governor of Indiana, 
also credited the teacher’s “cou¬ 


rageous action” for saving lives 
during the shooting at the subur¬ 
ban Indianapolis school. 

“We’re all proud of you Jason 
and are praying for you and those 
impacted and recovering from 
injuries,” Pence said in his own 
tweet. 

Janna Lynas, of Noblesville, 
whose son was coached by Sea¬ 
man in football, said the teacher 
is a hero “and everyone here feels 
it.” 

“I believe it was probably very 
instinctual with him. There was 
potential for a lot of lives being 
lost,” Lynas said Saturday. 

She said she wasn’t surprised 
to hear that Seaman intervened 
to save students. Lynas said Sea¬ 
man emphasized character last 
year when he coached her son. 

“He made it very clear: Yes, we 
are going to be playing football 
but if your grades aren’t good, 
you’re not going to be playing 
football,” Lynas said. 

Ethan Stonebraker, a student 
witness, said the shooter was act¬ 
ing suspiciously when he walked 
into the classroom while the class 
was taking a test Friday. He told 
ABC News that Seaman threw a 
basketball at the shooter and ran 
toward the bullets as screaming 
students sought cover behind a 
table. 

“If it weren’t for him, more of 
us would have been injured for 
sure,” the seventh-grader said. 

Jeremy Seaman told The India¬ 
napolis Star that his brother was 
shot three times and underwent 
surgery. He said Jason Seaman 
was a defensive end for Southern 
Illinois University’s football team 
and had never been a person to 


run away. 

Investigators said the shooter 
had asked to be dismissed from 
the class before returning with 
two guns. He was arrested “ex¬ 
tremely quickly” following the 
shooting around 9 a.m. Friday, 
local police Chief Kevin Jowitt 
said. 

Authorities didn’t release the 
student’s name or say whether he 
had been in trouble before but in¬ 
dicated he likely acted alone. Po¬ 
lice said the student didn’t appear 
to be injured. 

Stonebraker said he knew the 
suspected gunman. He described 
him as “a nice kid most of the 
times” and said he often joked 
with the classmates. 

“It’s just a shock he would do 
something like that,” Stonebraker 
said. 

Hours after the shooting, law 
enforcement agents sealed off 
part of an upscale neighborhood 
in Noblesville but weren’t com¬ 
menting on whether the suspect 
lived there. Sandy McWilliams, 
a member of a landscaping crew 
working nearby, said six officers 
toting assault rifles entered a 
home. 

Students were bused to the 


Robert Scheer, The Indianapolis Star/AP 


Noblesville High School gym, 
where hundreds of parents and 
other family members arrived to 
retrieve them. 

Authorities referred to a prompt 
and heroic response at the school 
but didn’t confirm accounts of 
Seaman tackling the student or 
describe the role of the resource 
officer who was stationed at the 
school. 

When asked to elaborate on his 
praise of the response, Indiana 
State Police Superintendent Doug 
Carter said: “Wait ’til one day we 
can tell you that story. You’ll be 
proud of them too.” 

Noblesville High School senior 
Jackson Ramsey started a Go- 
FundMe fundraising effort for 
Seaman. He said his girlfriend’s 
sister was in a classroom adjacent 
to the shooting. 

The goal is to “repay a deed 
that cannot be repaid,” Ramsey 
said. “He saved the lives of so 
many students.” 

The attack came a week after 
a shooting at a high school in 
Santa Fe, Texas, that killed eight 
students and two teachers, and 
months after the high school at¬ 
tack that killed 17 people in Park¬ 
land, Fla. 



Seaman 


Palin’s son wants to bar media from court hearings 


By Rachel D’Oro 

Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — The eldest son of 
former Republican vice presidential candi¬ 
date Sarah Palin is seeking to bar the media 
from covering court hearings after he was ac¬ 
cused of assaulting his father last year at the 
family home in Alaska. 

A lawyer for Track Palin, 29, filed a mo¬ 
tion Friday to prohibit or limit media access 
to proceedings in Veterans Court, including a 
hearing scheduled to take place Tuesday. 

Palin’s attorney, Patrick Bergt, said the 
motion was filed to ensure the case does not 
become a distraction to other veterans in the 
system. Veterans Court is part of Alaska’s 
therapeutic court system. 

Bergt said he also plans to file an application 
next week to formally transfer the case to the 
Veterans Court. The case is officially in Supe¬ 
rior Court in Palmer, north of Anchorage. 

Veterans Court gives eligible veterans the 
option of enrolling in mental health treatment 


programs instead of a traditional sentence. 

Anchorage District Court Judge David Wal¬ 
lace denied media requests to cover pre-trial 
proceedings earlier last week in Veterans 
Court. He cited an administrative rule that 
requires media requests to be submitted at 
least 24 hours ahead of time as the reason for 
barring reporters, though judges have leeway 
and have granted approval in a much shorter 
timeframe. 

Wallace was appointed to the bench by 
Sarah Palin when she was Alaska’s governor. 
A phone message left at the court asking if 
Wallace planned to recuse himself because of 
that tie was not immediately returned. 

Anchorage-based media attorney John 
McKay said he has no issue with Wallace 
overseeing the case, even as a Sarah Palin 
appointee. The system allows either side to 
pre-empt a judge if they feel it’s appropriate, 
McKay said. 

“I think we have an excellent system of 
picking judges and an excellent track record 


with judges,” he said. 

McKay said he didn’t know enough about 
the defense motion regarding the media to 
comment on it. 

Track Palin was arrested in December after 
his mother told authorities her son was on 
some kind of medication and “freaking out.” 
A police affidavit said father Todd Palin was 
bleeding from head cuts. He told police the 
dispute began when his son called to pick up 
his truck from the Palins’ home in Wasilla. 

According to the affidavit, Todd Palin said 
he told Track Palin not to come to the house 
but that his son said he would come anyway to 
beat him up. Todd Palin told police he got his 
pistol “to protect his family.” 

Track Palin told police he broke a win¬ 
dow, disarmed his father and put him on the 
ground. 

Track Palin pleaded not guilty in January 
to a felony burglary charge in the incident. 
He also faces misdemeanor charges of assault 
and criminal mischief. 


4th man 
to walk on 
moon dies 



Bean 


By Matt Schudel 

The Washington Post 

Alan Bean, a NASA astronaut 
who journeyed into space two 
times and, as part of the Apollo 
12 mission in 1969, became the 
fourth man to walk on the moon, 
died May 26 at a hospital in Hous¬ 
ton. He was 86. 

NASA announced his death, 
noting that he had fallen ill during 
two weeks of 
travel. 

Bean 

was a Navy 
test pilot 
who joined 
NASA’s c 
tronaut corps 
in 1963. He 
made his first 
voyage into | 
space on Nov. 

14,1969, four ' 
months after 
the historic first landing on the 
moon of Apollo 11, commanded by 
Neil Armstrong. 

The three astronauts aboard 
Apollo 12 were Charles “Pete” 
Conrad Jr., the mission com¬ 
mander; Richard Gordon Jr., the 
command module pilot; and Bean, 
whose duty was as lunar module 
pilot. 

Conrad and Bean settled onto the 
lunar surface on Nov. 19, landing 
in a broad plain called the Ocean 
of Storms. Gordon continued to 
circle the moon in the command 
module, the Yankee Clipper, look¬ 
ing down from 70 miles above. 

Conrad was the first Apollo 12 
astronaut to step onto the moon, de¬ 
scribing it as having a “very light, 
gray-like concrete appearance.” 

Bean followed him onto the 
lunar surface, where they collect¬ 
ed moon rocks and took core sam¬ 
ples of dirt, going down as deep as 
32 inches. As images were trans¬ 
mitted back to television viewers 
at home, the astronauts set up 
scientific instruments to measure 
wind, solar radiation and other 
conditions. 

When the TV camera stopped 
working. Bean attempted some 
repairs. 

“OK, it’s coming in there now, 
Al,” a NASA spokesman from 
Mission Control in Houston said. 
“What changes did you make?” 

“I hit it on the top with my ham¬ 
mer,” Bean said. 

Ultimately, the camera failed. 

Nonetheless, Conrad and Bean 
pushed on with a second walk on 
the lunar surface, taking photo¬ 
graphs of their surroundings and 
retrieving parts from the Surveyor 
HI, an unmanned spacecraft that 
had reached the moon in 1967. 

Four years later. Bean returned 
to space as commander of the sec¬ 
ond mission to the Skylab orbiting 
space station. 

When Bean retired from NASA, 
he devoted himself to a longtime 
hobby that had become an over¬ 
riding passion: painting. 

Bean’s paintings have been ex¬ 
hibited at the Smithsonian National 
Air and Space Museum in Wash¬ 
ington and have sold to collectors 
for well in excess of $100,000. 
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Budget battle brewing as 
Trump threatens shutdown 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


The Senate has kicked off its annual attempt to pass government 
funding bills, but President Donaid Trump has said he will never sign 
another $1 triilion-plus spending biil. 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has warned Con¬ 
gress that he will not sign another 
$1 trillion-plus governmentwide 
spending bill hke the one he did in 
March. His message to lawmak¬ 
ers in both parties: Get your act 
together before the next budget 
lands on my desk. 

After a brief government shut¬ 
down earlier this year, Democrats 
and Republicans now agree on the 
need for budgeting day-to-day op¬ 
erations of government by the old- 
fashioned way. That means weeks 
of open debate and amendments 
that empower rank-and-file law¬ 
makers rather than concentrating 
power in the hands of a few lead¬ 
ers meeting in secret. 

But Capitol Hill’s dysfunction 
is so pervasive that even the most 
optimistic predictions are for only 
a handful of the 12 annual spend¬ 
ing bills to make it into law by Oct. 
1, the start of the new budget year. 
The rest may get bundled together 
into a single measure yet again. 

The worst-case scenario? A gov¬ 
ernment shutdown just a month 


before Election Day, Nov. 6, as Re¬ 
publicans and Democrats fight for 
control of the House and possibly 
the Senate. Trump is agitating for 
more money for his border wall 
with Mexico. 

During a campaign-style event 
in Michigan last month. Trump 
said: “If we don’t get border se¬ 
curity, we’ll have no choice. We’ll 
close down the country because 
we need border security.” 

At stake is the funding for daily 
operations of government agen¬ 
cies. A budget deal this year re¬ 
versed spending cuts that affected 
mihtary readiness and put a crimp 
on domestic agencies. A $1.3 tril¬ 
lion spending bill swept through 
Congress in March. Trump enter¬ 
tained second thoughts about the 
measure and promised he would 
not sign a repeat. 

The demise of the annual ap¬ 
propriations process took root 
after Repubhcans took over the 
House in 2011 and is part of a 
broader breakdown on Capitol 
Hill. The yearly bills need bipar¬ 
tisan support to advance, which 
has grated on tea party lawmak¬ 
ers. GOP leaders such as House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and 


his predecessor, John Boehner, R- 
Ohio, preferred to focus on other 
priorities. 

Ryan did throw his weight be¬ 
hind a two-year budget agree¬ 
ment this year that set an overall 
spending limit of $1.3 trillion for 
both 2018 and 2019, citing a need 
to boost the Pentagon. 

That, in theory, makes it easier 
to get the appropriations process 
back on track. But in the GOP-con- 
trolled House, where Democratic 
votes are generally needed to pass 
the bills. Democrats are complain¬ 
ing that Republicans have short¬ 
changed domestic agencies such 
as the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 

That’s not the case in the Sen¬ 
ate, where the new chairman of 
the Senate Appropriations Com¬ 
mittee, Sen. Richard Shelby, 
R-Ala., is determined to get the 
system working again. Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
is on board, as is Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 

“We want this to work,” said 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., who 
criticized the GOP-controlled 
House for continuing to pack leg¬ 


islation with “poison pills.” 

Obstacles remain, however. 

For starters, floor debates could 
lead to votes on contentious issues 
such as immigration, the border 
wall, gun control and others some 
lawmakers might hope to avoid. 

Democrats are wary of Repub¬ 
hcans trying to jam through the 
Pentagon spending biU before 
dealing with some agencies. 

Trump is prone to threatening 
government shutdowns on Twit¬ 
ter or when he riffs in public, and 
then backing off when biUs are de¬ 
livered to him. 


In the House, a famihar problem 
awaits. Many conservative Re¬ 
publicans won’t vote for some bills 
because they think they spend too 
much money. That means Demo¬ 
cratic votes are a must. 

But many Democrats are upset 
over unrelated policy add-ons 
pushed by the GOP, and they won’t 
vote for the spending bills unless 
those provisions are removed. 

At the same time. House GOP 
leaders are distracted by dis¬ 
putes over immigration, and they 
haven’t made the appropriations 
bills a priority. 


House hopefuls draw on president’s refusal to reveal tax returns 



Dan Pelle, The (Spokane, Wash.) Spokesman-Review/AP 


Both Democratic congressional candidate Lisa Brown, center, and Rep. Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers, the incumbent Brown is challenging, released their tax returns. 


By Ahmed Namatalla 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — President Donald Trump’s 
unwillingness to release his tax returns is 
helping renew a debate on if the practice 
should be expected of elected federal of¬ 
fice holders ahead of this year’s midterms. 

Although there’s no constitutional re¬ 
quirement for candidates or elected offi¬ 
cials to make their returns public. Trump 
has broken with more than four decades 
of tradition set by previous presidents. In 
Congress, almost half of lawmakers have 
called on Trump to disclose the docu¬ 
ments, but just 1 of every 10 have released 
their own, according to data compiled by 
Roll Call. 

In an election year where the balance of 
power in the House hinges on two dozen 
so-called toss-up districts, some candi¬ 
dates are capitalizing on the issue to claim 
the high ground in transparency. 

Most of those districts are held by Re¬ 
publicans trying to distance themselves 
from Trump, but the strategy may pres¬ 
sure more legislators from both parties 
and candidates vying for their seats to 
disclose tax documents, according to Lee 
Drutman, senior fellow at New America, a 
nonpartisan research house. 

“For Democrats, it’s a way of indirectly 
invoking the Trump issue without having 
to directly campaign against Trump in 
competitive districts,” Drutman said. “It’s 
a fair concern for people. If you’re voting 
for a member of Congress, it’s reasonable 
to understand how they made their money 
and what the potential sources of influence 
and conflict of interest are.” 

In Washington state’s 5th District, Re¬ 
publican incumbent Cathy McMorris Rod¬ 
gers released her returns last month for the 
first time since winning the House seat in 


2004. The move came in response to a re¬ 
quest by the Spokesman-Review newspa¬ 
per, prompting her Democratic opponent 
Lisa Brown to do the same. The district, 
which borders Idaho and where McMorris 
Rodgers has enjoyed easy victories, is one 
of 24 classified as toss-up contests in No¬ 
vember by The Cook Political Report. 

Two of McMorris Rodgers’ constituents, 
interviewed in downtown Spokane, Wash., 
expressed modest interest in the issue of 
tax returns. 

“I like it. Not that I read them,” said 
Joanne Krupke, 65, who lives near Daven¬ 
port, Wash. “Just to show transparency.” 

Sally Dashiell, 41, of Spokane, said she 
thinks politicians should generally release 
their tax returns. 

“I’d be for it,” she said. “But it’s not a big 


deal.” 

Federal law requires candidates to file 
financial disclosure forms that record 
wide ranges, rather than specific values, of 
income and assets and don’t show whether 
taxes were paid. At issue are people’s right 
to privacy and the potential usefulness of 
information obtained from tax returns, 
said Abigail Blanco, who teaches econom¬ 
ics at the University of Tampa. 

“If someone’s business dealings indicate 
they’re more inclined to engage in crony¬ 
ism, that’s important for people to know,” 
said Blanco, “But if someone is making 
a half a million dollars from a legitimate 
business, then having people digging into 
their tax returns isn’t very productive or 
indicative of whether or not they’re quali¬ 
fied to do their job on a national level.” 


But it’s not just in competitive districts 
that the issue is being raised. In New 
York’s 23rd, a safe Republican seat held 
by Rep. Tom Reed since 2010, Democratic 
challenger Eddie Sundquist has released 
five years of his tax returns and is prom¬ 
ising voters to draft a measure that would 
require all congressional candidates to do 
the same. The action is part of his effort 
to build a new caucus within the Demo¬ 
cratic Party that would put term limits 
on the party’s leadership positions in both 
chambers. 

Reed was one of 23 Republicans on the 
House Ways and Means Committee who 
thwarted an effort by Democrats last year 
to force Trump to turn over his returns. 

“We’ve got an administration that’s more 
covert than ever, and it’s unwilling to be 
accountable,” Sundquist said. “We think 
all politicians need to be accountable to the 
people they represent.” 

In another expected close Washington 
state race, the top two Democratic can¬ 
didates in the 8th District have released 
their tax returns, raising pressure on Re¬ 
publican Dino Rossi to end his long-held 
resistance to the practice. One of the Dem¬ 
ocrats, Kim Schrier, likened Rossi’s refusal 
to Trump’s stance. 

In Colorado’s 6th District, Republican 
Mike Coffman has disclosed his returns 
since 2014, despite winning by comfortable 
margins since joining the House in 2008. 

“It’s a bigger issue now because of the 
hubbub around Trump’s returns, but the 
congressman has always shown that trans¬ 
parency is a core part of his identity and 
brand,” said Coffman’s spokesman, Tyler 
Sandeberg. “He absolutely thinks that oth¬ 
ers should release theirs. People should 
have a right to judge the full history of 
the man or woman that wants to run for 
Congress.” 
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US officials 


in N. Korea for summit prep talks 



North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center left, and South Korean President Moon Jae-in exit after their meeting Saturday in 
Panmunjom, North Korea. 

Hopes: Expert says Trump's pressure campaign undermined 


By Anna Fifield 
The Washington Post 

SEOUL, South Korea — A team of U.S. 
officials crossed into North Korea on Sun¬ 
day for talks to prepare for a summit be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump and Kim 
Jong Un as both sides press ahead with 
arrangements despite the question marks 
hanging over the meeting. 

Sung Kim, a former U.S. ambassador to 
South Korea and former nuclear negotia¬ 
tor with the North, has been called in from 
his posting as envoy to the Philippines to 
lead the preparations, according to a per¬ 
son familiar with the arrangements. 

He crossed the line that separates the 
two Koreas to meet with Choe Son Hui, 
the North Korean vice foreign minister, 
who said last week that Pyongyang was 
“reconsidering” the talks. Kim and Choe 
know each other well — both were part of 
the delegations that negotiated the 2005 
denuclearization agreement through the 
six-party framework. 

Kim is also joined by Allison Hooker, the 
Korea specialist on the National Security 
Council, and an official from the Defense 
Department. Randall Schriver, the assis¬ 
tant secretary of defense for East Asia and 
one of the officials who accompanied Sec¬ 
retary of State Mike Pompeo to Pyongyang 
earlier this month, also is in Seoul at the 
moment. 

The meetings are expected to continue 
Monday and Tuesday. 

This team is focused on the substance of 
any summit between the two leaders — the 
issue of North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program. 

After Saturday’s surprise inter-Korean 
talks. South Korean President Moon Jae- 
in said Kim was still committed to the 
“complete denuclearization” of the Korean 
Peninsula. But Moon declined to define 
“complete denuclearization,” suggesting 
that there are still fundamental gaps on the 
key issue bedeviling preparations. 

Still, Moon, who is playing something of 
a mediator role in the talks, was optimistic. 
“We two leaders agreed the June 12 North 
Korea-US. summit must be successfully 
held,” he said Sunday. 

The U.S. team preparing for the talks 
traveled Sunday to Tongilgak, or “Unifica¬ 
tion House,” the building where Kim met 
Moon on Saturday for impromptu talks 
aimed at salvaging the summit. 

After North Korean officials, including 
Choe, lashed out at Vice President Mike 
Pence and national security adviser John 
Bolton, Trump abruptly announced that 
he was canceling the talks, citing North 
Korea’s “tremendous anger.” 

But after a magnanimous statement 
from North Korea on Friday saying Kim 
still hoped to meet Trump “at any time,” 
the summit appears on again. 

“We are having very productive talks 
with North Korea about reinstating the 
Summit which, if it does happen, will like¬ 
ly remain in Singapore on the same date, 
June 12th, and, if necessary, will be ex¬ 
tended beyond that date,” Trump tweeted 
Friday night. 

The White House has said preparations 
will continue while the final decision on 
whether to proceed with the summit is 
made. 

Trump confirmed Saturday that work¬ 
ing-level meetings were continuing. “As 
you know, there are meetings going on 
as we speak in a certain location, which I 
won’t name, but you’d like the location,” he 
told reporters in Washington. 

A separate U.S. team led by Joe Hagin, 
deputy chief of staff at the White House, is 
organizing logistics with Kim Chang Son, 
who is effectively the North Korean lead¬ 
er’s chief of staff 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

meanwhile, stepped up his role as media¬ 
tor on Saturday, holding his second sum¬ 
mit in a month with Kim. 

Moon said Kim renewed his commit¬ 
ment to “completely denuclearize” the di¬ 
vided peninsula as well as peace efforts. 

“We two leaders had a candid, heart- 
to-heart conversation ahead of the North 
Korea-United States summit,” Moon said 
during a televised address Sunday. 

Kim “has concerns about whether his 
country can really trust the United States 
over its promise to end hostile relations 
and provide a security guarantee if they 
do denuclearization,” Moon said. 

Moon said he was able to reassure the 
North Korean leader about those issues 
after his separate summit with Trump in 
Washington on Tuesday. 

The inter-Korean summit, which was 
held without the fanfare of the first one 
on April 27, underscored Moon’s sense of 
urgency in getting the two adversaries 
to the table after months of heightened 
tensions that raised fears of a nuclear 
war last year. 

The South Korean leader, who was 
caught off guard by Trump’s announce¬ 
ment of the cancellation, stressed the 
need for Washington and Pyongyang to 
engage in direct talks and hold prelimi¬ 
nary, working-level negotiations to set the 
agenda for the summit. 

The two Koreas agreed to have a senior- 
level official meeting on Friday to discuss 
efforts to improve bilateral relations. 

North Korea canceled plans for a simi¬ 
lar high-level meeting earlier this month 
to protest continued joint exercises by the 
South Korean and U.S. militaries. 

China also urged North Korea and the 
United States to “meet each other halfway” 
and “address mutual concerns through 


dialogue and consultation,” according to 
the official Xinhua news agency. 

Joel Wit, a senior fellow with the Wash¬ 
ington-based Stimson Center, said the 
North has already succeeded in under¬ 
mining the 
Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s 
so-called maxi¬ 
mum pres¬ 
sure campaign 
with its recent 
outreach. 

“If there is 
a summit ... 
I don’t think 
they’re gonna 
be able to deal 
with any of the 
big issues that 
are facing both 
countries, par- 
Joel Wit ticularly the 
Stimson Center denucleariza¬ 
tion issue,” Wit 
said Friday in a 
conference call organized by the 38 North 
website. 

“Everyone has to lower their expecta¬ 
tions for a summit,” he added. 

In addition to his summits with Moon, 
the North Korean leader has met twice 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping in re¬ 
cent weeks. 

“Kim has created sort of a cushion for 
failure that if the U.S. backs away, the Chi¬ 
nese and Russians will be behind him,” 
Wit said. “They’re not gonna back new 
sanctions unless Kim does something re¬ 
ally extreme. And the South Koreans are 
gonna be moving closer to the North Ko¬ 
reans in trying to salvage the process.” 

North Korea has repeatedly said it’s 
committed to denuclearization, and Kim 
has suspended nuclear and intercontinen¬ 
tal balhstic missile tests. 


Also, the North invited foreign jour¬ 
nalists to witness explosions it said were 
destroying the tunnels in its main nucle¬ 
ar-testing facility at Punggye-ri. 

But U.S. officials and analysts have ex¬ 
pressed skepticism that the North would 
be willing to destroy its arsenal after 
demonstrating rapid progress in nuclear 
weapons development last year. 

The Trump administration is seeking 
the complete and verifiable dismantling 
of the North’s nuclear apparatus. 

But the North is seeking a “phased and 
synchronous” approach that would in¬ 
clude concessions such as the easing of 
economic sanctions. 

Pyongyang also has said in past negotia¬ 
tions that denuclearization should include 
the withdrawal of 28,500 American ser- 
vicemembers based in the South and an 
end to the so-called U.S. nuclear umbrella 
that is a cornerstone of the long-standing 
alhance between Seoul and Washington. 

“The United States’ moves have ahen- 
ated key allies and eased the pressure 
Trump had been trying to put on Kim,” 
Laura Rosenberger, who worked on 
North Korea policy for the Obama ad¬ 
ministration, said in a Washington Post 
commentary. 

Rosenberger, a senior fellow at the 
German Marshall Fund of the United 
States, a Washington think tank, noted 
that Trump apparently pulled out of the 
summit without advance notice or coordi¬ 
nation with Moon. 

“Pyongyang has advanced its goal of 
driving a wedge between Washington and 
Seoul,” she wrote. “The manner in which 
Trump pulled out of the summit ... only 
increases that gulf” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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OPINION 

Vietnam bond: ‘He was that kind of soldier’ 



Courtesy of Bill Corsair 


Ron Piatek, left, and Bill Corsair serve in Vietnam in 1968. Inset: Corsair, left, and 
Piatek met before Piatek's death in 2012. 


By Bill Cosair 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

O n Feb. 29, 2012, combat veteran, 
patriot, husband, father, grand¬ 
father, businessman and friend 
Ron Piatek, 66, was laid to rest. 
Except for family, friends and a small band 
of brothers with whom he served, nobody 
noticed, and the world kept on turning. 

In that respect, he was emblematic of so 
many of the American warriors who served 
during the Vietnam War. Piatek left the 
war behind him 49 years ago. Of course, 
as any warrior will tell you, it’s never re¬ 
ally behind you; it’s always a part of you. In 
1968, 50 years ago this month, our Rhode 
Island Army National Guard company was 
called to active duty. Back then, it was the 
exception, rather than the rule. It was the 
first time the 115th Military Police Com¬ 
pany was called to duty in wartime. Its 
126 members — including 49 who served 
in combat in Vietnam, many volunteering 
— remain unheralded or even noted by 
the Rhode Island National Guard. Some 
say, “Courage is action in the face of fear.” 
There was a lot of both, yet nobody hesi¬ 
tated to answer the call. 

Some died 
in combat, and 
for them, the 
“gift” was not 
to be. They 
are men and 
women who 
stand apart 
from others 
and whose 
sacrifice is 

forever to 

be heralded. 
Then there 
are the rest of us, who are blessed to return 
home to — as we called it in ’Nam — “the 
world.” 

We all know someone who has served in 
our armed forces. Some came home; far 
too many did not. On this Memorial Day, 
remember them with a prayer, and to those 
who returned, a “Welcome home.” 

Former Sgt. Ron Piatek was one of the 
many who stood to be counted when others 
walked away. This was my eulogy to him, 
with memories that will remain forever. 

The eulogy 

“Friends then, friends now, friends for¬ 
ever. I’m Bill Corsair. 

God didn’t give me a brother, so I chose 
one. His name was Ron Piatek, and for over 
50 years, we have been “brothers.” 

I first met Ron when we were serving 
in the National Guard as MPs. When our 
company was activated and sent to West 
Point to train against the Army’s 82nd Air¬ 
borne Division in night infiltration, recog¬ 
nizance and riot control, Ron was with me. 
When that training was complete and the 
company was designated Strategic Army 
Forces, we settled in to augment the exist¬ 
ing MP company at the Academy, to pass 
on our skills to the cadets and to await fur¬ 
ther orders. With the second round of U.S. 
troop withdrawals in 1969, we were used 
as a replacement personnel pool, individu¬ 
ally, for all combat divisions, under the 
levy system or as volunteers. 

Our CO was, at that time, Capt. Joseph 
Del Sesto. He was a short, muscled man 
with the swagger of a 6-footer. You had to 
love him. He called me into his office and 
said, “Bill, I just saw a general with a cus¬ 
tomized jeep. ... Who’s better than us? I 
want one.” So I got together with Ron and 
the men at the motor pool and we built a 
custom jeep that would have been comfort¬ 
able on the cover of any hot rod magazine. 

Joe saw that jeep, jumped in the back 
seat and ordered his driver to “DRIVE!” 

One of the commanding generals saw 
him, and the next thing I knew, I was back 


in the CO’s office. 

“Bill, they want to take my jeep away 
and put it back to the way it was. Don’t let 
them do it.” 

“Is that a direct order, sir?” 

“Yes.” 

“If physical force is necessary?“ 

“Whatever it takes”. 

So at 6 the next morning, Ron, me and, 
as I recall, Tim Mulligan, were at the 
motor pool in fatigues, with sidearms and 
clubs. Ron sat on the right fender, I sat on 
the grille and Tim on the left fender. 

Shortly after, a dozen or so officers and 
executives showed up and a mgjor stepped 
forward and said, “We’re here to take the 
jeep.” We slid down from the jeep, stood 
spread-legged, with arms folded and clubs 
in hand. “I’m under direct orders; I can’t let 
you do that, sir.” There was a long pause, a 
conference. Then they all left. 

It took a couple of hours for them to per¬ 
suade Joe to release the jeep. But for two 
hours, a captain and three young members 
of an MP company from the smallest state 
in the union held West Point’s “best and 
brightest” at bay. Our company motto was 
“They’ll Know We Were Here.” After that. 
I’m sure they did. 

Shortly after, I received my orders to 
Vietnam and I was assigned to the 1st Cav¬ 
alry Division (Airmobile), at the forward 
headquarters in Phuoc Vinh, just outside 
of Cambodia. 

I was there less then a month when one of 
my men told me I had a phone call. On the 
other end I heard a familiar voice: “Uncle 
Bill, it’s Ron, I’m here.” Ron had been as¬ 
signed to the same division, at a place 
called Tay Ninh, nicknamed “Rocket City” 
because, like Phuoc Vinh, it was hit so often 
by rocket attacks and ground probes. I was 
able to visit with Ron a couple of times, and 
he was able to catch a ride on one of the Sky 
Troopers’ choppers to visit with me. 

My last 52 days in country, I was as¬ 
signed to the network in Saigon. Ron want¬ 
ed to visit but couldn’t hitch a flight out. He 
stumbled across an abandoned ambulance 
and ... got it running and he was off down 
Highway 1 to Saigon. He drove the ambu¬ 
lance to a hospital, turned off the motor and 
left the keys. We often wondered what the 
conversation was like when the CO of the 
hospital discovered that he was one ambu¬ 
lance richer than he was the day before. 

These aren’t traditional combat stories; 
I leave those for others to tell. I will say 
it wasn’t possible to be with the 1st Cav¬ 
alry Division and not see action. But with 
Ron there, I never worried about a break¬ 
through on his flank, because I knew he 
wouldn’t back down and if anything hap¬ 


pened to me, he’d make sure I wasn’t left 
behind. He was that kind of soldier, that 
kind of man. 

Neither one of us was real confident that 
we’d make it home, so when we found our¬ 
selves on a plane, in December 1969, head¬ 
ed for the states, surprise was just one of 
our emotions. 

I’ve always felt that every day after that 
was a gift from God. I start off my prayers 
each morning with the words, “Thank you 
for another day.” 

Ron’s gift was meeting and marrying his 
wonderful, loving and loyal wife, Gail, who 
was with him from beginning to the very 
end. His daughter, Tracy. His son-in-law 
and, his pride and joys — “The boys,” his 
two grandsons. 

There it is, a wonderful gift from God, a 
present of love, joy and family, unwrapped 
one day at a time, for over 40 years. What 
a blessing. 

In the 1st Cav, they had something we 
called a “body buddy.” You could designate 
your buddy to accompany your body home 
if you were killed in action. You’d meet with 
the family, help with the arrangements and 
tell them what a hero their son, husband or 
father was. After two weeks, it was back to 
the war. 

Ron, I didn’t forget our promise. Wel¬ 
come home, buddy. Welcome home, my 
brother. 

A special breed 

That then, is a small portion of my mem¬ 
ories of Ron. He’s in my thoughts every day 
but especially on Memorial Day. You no 
doubt have a hero of your own, if not fam¬ 
ily, perhaps a friend, an acquaintance or a 
buddy who stood shoulder to shoulder with 
you when the night was dark, the future in 
doubt and the only thing you were sure of 
was the courage of the man beside you. He¬ 
roes walk among us every day, but these he¬ 
roes marched toward the sound of the guns. 
They’re a special breed of Americans and 
they, and all who wear or have worn the 
uniform, keep this great Republic free. 

Our gift to you is a “present of love, joy 
and family, unwrapped one day at a time” 
in a free America. Cherish it; we will keep 
it and you safe. 

Bill Corsair was an Army staff sergeant with the 
115th Military Police Company, Rhode Island 
National Guard, and a member of the 1st Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile) in Vietnam. He was awarded 
a Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster and Combat 
Air Medal. Before he was called to active duty, the 
then-disc jockey provided the original voice for 
Hasbro’s “Talking Gl Joe.” He is a member of the 
Radio Hall of Fame. He and his wife, Janis, are SAG 
Award-winning actors, living in New York City. 

This eulogy has been published previously. 
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OPINION _ 

Fringe characters at center of Russia probe 


By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

I n the bizarre double helix that is the 
Russia investigation, one of the re¬ 
curring themes is the role of would- 
be influencers. They start off as 
connectors and facilitators, but gradually 
(and implausibly) they move to the center 
of the story. 

That’s true with Stefan Halper, the retired 
American professor at Britain’s Cambridge 
University who has become the object of 
President Donald Trump’s counter-witch 
hunt to expose a supposed FBI mole who in¬ 
filtrated his campaign. The FBI is guarding 
Halper’s identity as it should any trusted 
informant, but he was named over a week 
ago by conservative news sites and then by 
other publications. 

It’s outrageous that Trump has encour¬ 
aged “outing” this putative intelligence 
source. And this latest attempt to deflect 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s investiga¬ 
tion only adds to suspicion that Trump has 
something very big to hide. 

But it’s laughable to imagine Halper 
as a superspy, infiltrating the heart of the 
Trump campaign. Those who know Halper 
describe someone closer to a gregarious 
busybody and academic eccentric — an 
intellectual who jostles for first billing on a 


book cover—than a mole burrowing toward 
Trump’s inner circle. Like many underem¬ 
ployed ex-professors, he hkes to gossip, and 
perhaps that made him a good intelligence 
source. But this is not James Bond. 

A former British intelhgence officer who 
knows Halper well describes him as “an in¬ 
tensely loyal and trusted US. citizen (who 
was) asked by the bureau to look into some 
disconcerting contacts” between Russians 
and Americans. Isn’t that what the FBI and 
its sources are supposed to do? 

The professor is just one of the unlike¬ 
ly figures who populate the edges of the 
Trump-Russia investigation. These Zehg- 
like characters at the periphery have been 
so enticing for journalists, left and right, 
that they’ve become part of the central nar¬ 
rative. They’re the mice that roared. 

Another such middleman who has be¬ 
come a central character is George Nader, 
a Lebanese-bom operative who worked for 
the United Arab Emirates. According to 
news reports, Nader tried to channel UAE 
money to people close to the Trump cam¬ 
paign to mobilize support for Emirati ef¬ 
forts against Iran and Qatar. 

Nader is a familiar gadfly to people who 
follow the Middle East. Since the mid-1980s, 
he has been a professional intermediary, 
trying to freelance connections between 


America and the Arab world. It’s a mys¬ 
tery why the UAE, a sophisticated country 
that can buy the best expertise in the intel¬ 
ligence business, would turn to a character 
like Nader. But on such oddities and lapses 
in judgment the world turns. 

Paul Manafort, Trump’s former cam¬ 
paign chairman who was indicted last year 
by Mueller, is another influence-peddler 
who now looms larger than hfe. Through 
more than 40 years in politics, Manafort 
has been hustling his connections to try 
to make his way to the big show. Mueller’s 
allegations of fraud and money laundering 
make Manafort sound like a master player, 
but a close reading of Manafort’s life de¬ 
scribes a series of missed opportunities and 
squandered money. 

Oleg Deripaska, the Russian oligarch, is 
another odd character who hovers on the 
fringes of this story. Manafort tried to im¬ 
press Deripaska with his Trump creden¬ 
tials, presumably hoping it would prove 
lucrative. Weirdly, leaked text messages 
show that Deripaska’s American lawyer 
tried to make a connection between Sen. 
Mark Warner, D-Va., ranking member of 
the Senate Intelligence Committee, and 
Christopher Steele, the former MI6 of¬ 
ficer who compiled the famous “dossier” 
alleging back in mid-2016 that Russia 


was secretly colluding with the Trump 
campaign. 

Steele may be the ultimate Zelig in this 
story, a character who keeps reappearing 
at each turn. From what his former col¬ 
leagues say, he was too good an intelhgence 
operative to be described as a peddler. But 
his role as a freelance investigator, hired 
by Trump’s opponents, has become a black 
hole in this story, into which other facts 
disappear. 

Large events sometimes turn on small 
characters who place themselves at center 
stage. Think of Manucher Ghorbanifar, the 
Iranian fixer who launched the Iran-contra 
scandal that shrouded President Ronald 
Reagan’s second term. Or Ahmad Chalabi, 
the charmingly manipulative Iraqi banker 
who helped lobby President George W. 
Bush into invading Iraq. 

The Russia investigation, hke these other 
moments in history, is becoming a version 
of the “butterfly effect,” where seemingly 
random, distant events have large conse¬ 
quences — thanks to the pro-Trump echo 
chamber. It’s Mueller’s job to keep the 
strands of the central narrative in his hands 
so that they can be understood and, where 
necessary, prosecuted. 

Trump is running a circus of distraction. 
But at the center of the ring remains Muel¬ 
ler, silent and unbhnking. 


Congress expands VA caregiver plan, streamlines non-VA care 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

C ongress has passed a massive bill, 
nicknamed the VA Mission Act, 
to streamline veterans’ access 
to non-Department of Veterans 
Affairs community care when clinically 
appropriate, create a new VA benefit of 
commercial walk-in clinics, and end an 
indefensible inequity by opening the VA 
comprehensive caregiver program, on a 
phased schedule, to older generations of 
veterans severely injured while in service. 

The bill, which features many initiatives 
and officially is titled The John S. McCain 
III, Daniel K. Akaka and Samuel R. John¬ 
son VA Maintaining Internal Systems and 
Strengthening Integrated Outside Net¬ 
works Act (S 2372), cleared the Senate on 
92-5 vote Wednesday and the House a week 
earlier by a 347-70 margin. 

Such widespread support should ensure 
that an appropriations bUl to be passed later 
will fully fund the package, which the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office estimates will cost 
$46.5 billion over the next five years. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump was expected to sign 
the VA Mission Act by Memorial Day. 

The bill’s primary architects are Sens. 
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., and Jon Tester, D- 
Mont., chairman and ranking member of 
the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, and 
their House counterparts. Reps. Phil Roe, 
R-Tenn., and Tim Walz, D-Minn., though 
Walz voted against the bill after late-hour 
amendments to better protect VA health 
care against future attempts to privatize the 
system failed. 

His effort pancaked in part because 38 
veterans service organizations and military 
associations already had endorsed the bill 
after months monitoring difficult negotia¬ 
tions between committee leaders, commit¬ 
tee staffs and the White House. 

“We’re not privatized, we’re mobilized,” 
said Isakson regarding the impact on VA 
health care as he and a string of senators 
from both parties outlined key details of the 
VA Mission Act to the press and Senate col¬ 
leagues before final passage. 

A tenacious Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., 
and thousands of caregivers of veterans se- 
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verely injured before 9/11, including back 
to the Vietnam War era, argue that the 
highlight of the bill is its expansion of care¬ 
giver benefits, including a monthly stipend, 
health insurance, respite care and training, 
to older generations. 

Those benefits, first enacted in 2010, have 
been available only to caregivers of severely 
injured post-9/11 veterans. Since then Mur¬ 
ray has championed corrective legislation 
to extend caregiver help to any qualified 
veteran. The senator said she felt enormous 
rehef for these families the day the VA Mis¬ 
sion Act passed. 

“I can’t tell you the countless number of 
families I’ve talked to who, with tears in 
their eyes, told me how they had to quit their 
jobs, lost income, ended up putting veterans 
they care for into some other living arrange¬ 
ment, breaking up their families and [suf¬ 
fering] personal stress,” Murray recalled. 

Passage of a more equitable law, she 
added, “says our country, finally, recogniz¬ 
es that this is a program we have a respon¬ 
sibility to pay for. When someone is injured 
in war, we say ‘We’re going to take care of 
them, and [benefits to their caregivers] is 
part of it.’ ” 

The wait for benefits, however, isn’t over. 
The VA launched the original caregiver 
program without proper staffing or controls 
to ensure consistency of ehgibility and over¬ 
sight. A condition for allowing expansion is 
that it be carefully planned and executed. 
The new law says it won’t proceed until the 
VA certifies it has upgraded information 
technology and staff to closely track and ad¬ 
minister the benefits. 

“We need this to roll out the right way, 
with sufficient personnel and resources so 
no one is getting something that they later 
have taken away, or see benefits denied that 
they should have. We have to get this right,” 
Murray said. 

When the VA certifies that is ready, ex¬ 
pansion will occur in two stages, the first to 
begin in early 2019 for veterans injured in 
service on or before May 7,1975. A review 
team must verify that physical or mental 


injuries are so severe that the veteran can¬ 
not perform one or more activities of daily 
living such as feeding, dressing or bathing 
themselves. Stage two will begin two years 
later, for caregivers of veterans severely in¬ 
jured after May 7,1975, and before Sept. 11, 
2001. 

Murray said her original plan for caregiv¬ 
er expansion was to phase them in based on 
degree of need “so that families that needed 
it the most would get it first. But that was 
too hard to administer. And, again, we don’t 
want this to fail.” 

The compromise reached, which is “a 
better way to ensure it works, is to have the 
Vietnam-era veterans phased in first. They 
are obviously the oldest and have been wait¬ 
ing the longest. Then phase in for everyone 
else,” Murray said. 

The Congressional Budget Office esti¬ 
mates that 16,900 additional veterans will 
qualify for caregiver benefits during stage 
one, and another 18,100 in stage two. Given 
that older generations are expected to qual¬ 
ify for more assistance than the younger 
post-9/11 pool, the CBO predicts the aver¬ 
age cost of benefits for qualified caregiv¬ 
ers will chmb by 2019 to $28,900, up from 
$18,300 in 2017. 

The bill allows a benefit enhancement, 
including for 22,000 current participants, 
offering new legal and financial advice ser¬ 
vices to these famihes. 

Roe, of the House Veterans Affairs Com¬ 
mittee, had endorsed a VA proposal that, as 
a condition for expanding caregiver benefits 
to all generations, the threshold for eligibil¬ 
ity should be tightened except for current 
recipients. Veterans who newly apply would 
have to be found unable to perform at least 
three activities of daily living, not just one. 

Roe had to abandon that idea in final 
negotiations with the Senate. But the long 
phase-in period for expansion, he said, will 
offer new opportunities to align VA ehgi- 
bihty standards with those used to govern 
other federal caregiver plans. 

By tightening ehgibility to what’s called a 
“tier 3” level of needed care, VA caregiver 
expansion would be capped at roughly an 
additional 40,000 veterans, the VA pro¬ 
jected last year. If post-9/11 benefits are 
extended to all generations unchanged, as 


many as 188,000 veterans could become 
ehgible over time. 

Murray promised to continue to fight to 
keep the current eligibility threshold. 

“I’ve been adamantly opposed” to raising 
it, she said. “It’s an artificial way of looking 
at it that doesn’t understand what an indi¬ 
vidual veteran is going through and what 
kind of support they need.” 

Caregiver benefits, hke other facets of VA 
health care, are not entitlements requiring 
mandatory spending by Congress but rath¬ 
er a discretionary program whose avail- 
abihty is governed year-to-year by level of 
funding. The CBO estimates caregiver ex¬ 
pansion will cost $6.7 bilhon over the next 
five years so it wih have to battle for annual 
budget dollars hke other parts of VA health 
care. Murray, who serves on the appropria¬ 
tions committee, said she is confident it wih 
be fully funded. 

“I’ve made it very clear this is a top prior¬ 
ity, and the fact that it’s so overwhelmingly 
supported tells me we will be able to get 
the support on Appropriations to fund it at 
the levels we expect it to be funded at,” she 
said. 

On the plan to reform community care, 
Isakson and Tester bragged that the bih wih 
phase out “arbitrary” yardsticks used by the 
Choice Act — requiring waits of at least 30 
days or driving distance of at least 40 miles 
to reach VA primary care — to gain access 
to networks of non-VA physicians practicing 
in their communities. 

The new bill wih consolidate seven sepa¬ 
rate VA community care programs into 
one, with patient and provider to consult on 
use of non-VA or community care based on 
clinical needs. But the VA also must pub¬ 
lish new access standards, based on type 
of care required, within a year of the bih’s 
enactment. 

Future columns will focus on this and 
other features of the VA Mission Act, in¬ 
cluding the new benefit allowing access to a 
commerciahy run network of walk-in chn- 
ics and a new commission to dispose of un¬ 
derused VA health care facihties. 

^oTio'mrn'entiVrfite Military Update, P.O. Box 
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Irish voters repeal 
ban on abortions 



Peter Morrison/AP 


A woman from the “Yes” campaign reacts at Dublin Castle to 
the announcement that Irish voters chose to repeal the Eighth 
Amendment of the Irish Constitution, which banned most abortions. 


By William Booth 
AND Isaac Stanley-Becker 
The Washington Post 

DUBLIN, Ireland — The Irish 
have swept aside one of the most 
restrictive abortion bans in the 
developed world in a landslide 
vote that reflects Ireland’s emer¬ 
gence as a socially liberal coun¬ 
try no longer obedient to Catholic 
dictates. 

With all ballots counted and 
turnout at a near-historic high, 
election officials reported Sat¬ 
urday that 66.4 percent voted to 
overturn Ireland’s abortion pro¬ 
hibition and 33.6 percent opposed 
the measure. 

The outcome of the referen¬ 
dum was a decisive win for the 
campaign to repeal the Eighth 
Amendment to the Irish Consti¬ 
tution that enshrined an “equal 
right to life” for mothers and “the 
unborn” and outlawed almost all 
abortions. 

“What we have seen today is a 
culmination of a quiet revolution 
that has been taking place in Ire¬ 
land for the past 10 or 20 years,” 
Prime Minister Leo Varadkar 
said. 

The turnout was 64.1 percent 
— the third-highest for a refer¬ 
endum vote since the adoption 
of the constitution in 1937 and 
the decision to join the European 
Economic Community in 1972. 

Ireland’s political leadership 
promised that Parliament will 
quickly pass a new law guaran¬ 
teeing unrestricted abortion up to 


Associated Press 

BOGOTA, Colombia — As Al¬ 
varo Uribe, Colombia’s most pow¬ 
erful politician, was making his 
rise to the presidency more than 
20 years ago, US. officials were 
repeatedly told that the up-and- 
coming politician had ties to the 
nation’s drug cartels, according to 
newly declassified State Depart¬ 
ment cables. 

The cables were obtained and 
released Friday by the National 
Security Archive, a nonprofit 
group, as Uribe’s handpicked can¬ 
didate, Ivan Duque, is the front¬ 
runner in polls to win Sunday’s 
presidential election. 

The cables describe meetings 
between 1992 and 1995 between 
American officials and Uribe as 
well as other Colombian politi¬ 
cians in his then-Liberal Party. 

Allegations of links to drug 
cartels and paramilitaries have 
dogged Uribe since the start of his 
pohtical career in the early 1980s, 
when the civil aviation agency he 
led was accused of giving air li- 


12 weeks and beyond that in cases 
of fatal fetal abnormalities or se¬ 
rious risks to a mother’s health. 

In Ireland, seeking or provid¬ 
ing an abortion has been punish¬ 
able by up to 14 years in prison. 
Since 2013, there has been an ex¬ 
ception for when a mother’s life is 
at risk. 

Simon Harris, Ireland’s minis¬ 
ter of health, said a bill would be 
written this summer and passed 
by year’s end. “The people of Ire¬ 
land have told us to get on with it,” 
he said. 

Harris said he was as surprised 
as anyone with the high turnout 
and outsize vote for repeal. 

Campaigners for repeal, watch¬ 
ing the votes being counted in au¬ 
ditoriums around Ireland, were 
giddy with news of a landslide. 

In Dublin constituencies, the 
vote topped 75 percent for repeal. 

In elderly, traditionally con¬ 
servative Roscommon-Galway, 
the only constituency to reject 
same-sex marriage in the 2015 
referendum, the “Yes” vote for 
overturning the abortion ban was 
57 percent. 

Of the Republic of Ireland’s 26 
counties, only Donegal in the far 
northwest voted down the repeal. 

Katherine Zappone, Ireland’s 
minister for children and youth 
affairs, said the result made her 
very emotional. “I’m especially 
grateful to the women of Ireland 
who came forward to provide 
their personal testimony about 
the hard times that they endured, 
the stress and the trauma that 


censes to drug traffickers. 

But he’s always denied them, 
and while president from 2002 to 
2010 he was a staunch US. ally 
in the war on drugs, extraditing a 
record numbers of suspected drug 
traffickers to the US. and aggres¬ 
sively expanding a US. program 
to aerially spray illegal coca crops 
with chemical herbicide. 

A previously declassified US. 
Defense Intelligence Agency re¬ 
port from 1991 hsted Uribe as 
one of 100 suspected Colombian 
“narcopols,” calling him a “close 
personal friend” of drug kingpin 
Pablo Escobar who was “dedicated 
to collaboration with the Medelhn 
cartel at high government levels.” 

The newly released cables pro¬ 
vide a more nuanced look at some 
of the evidence underlying that 
assessment, and even some back- 
handed praise for the politician 
who would go on to decimate left¬ 
ist FARC rebels on the battlefield, 
paving the way for their disarma¬ 
ment under a 2016 peace deal. 

After one meeting with US. 
Embassy officials in 1992, Deputy 


they experienced because of the 
Eighth Amendment,” she said. 

Cora Sherlock, a prominent 
antiabortion campaigner, vowed 
in a tweet, “The struggle to de¬ 
fend the most vulnerable has not 
ended today, it’s just changed.” 

Although Ireland bans abor¬ 
tion, it does not restrict travel 
for it. Researchers estimate that 
about 3,500 women make the trip 
to Britain each year and that an¬ 
other 2,000 end their pregnancies 
with pills they buy over the inter- 



Fernando Vergara/AP 


Newly declassified U.S. cables 
link former Colombian President 
Alvaro Uribe to drug cartels in 
the nation. 

Chief of Mission David L. Hobbs 
said Uribe comes across as a ris¬ 
ing political leader and “serious 
interlocutor” who wanted to draw 
close to the U.S. “With each meet¬ 
ing we become less inclined to be- 
heve the narco ties attributed to 
him,” he wrote. 

Still, throughout this period, 
U.S. Embassy officials appeared 
to waver in their judgement. 

In another cable from March 
1993, Ambassador Morris Busby 
states he believes there is “sub¬ 
stance to the rumors,” if no hard 
evidence, that Uribe and future 
President Ernesto Samper, whose 
campaign he was backing in Me¬ 
delhn, had ties to drug traffickers. 


net and smuggle into Ireland. 

Social change in Ireland has 
been profound. In the 1990s, ho¬ 
mosexual activity was criminal 
here. Divorce was forbidden. It 
was still difficult to buy a con¬ 
dom, the sale of which was out¬ 
lawed until 1985. 

Within a generation, all of that 
has changed. In 2015, the m^or- 
ity-Catholic nation was the first 
country to legalize same-sex 
marriage by referendum. 


Lightning 
disrupts 
UK travel 

Associated Press 

LONDON — British 
meteorologists say up to 
20,000 lightning strikes hit 
the UK. during an over¬ 
night thunderstorm, and a 
London-area airport was 
reporting flight disruptions 
after an aircraft refueling 
system was damaged. 

London Stansted Airport 
said Sunday that a lightning 
strike had rendered the fu¬ 
eling system “unavailable 
for a period this morning.” 

Britain is in the middle 
of a long holiday weekend, 
and budget airline Ryanair 
couldn’t say how many of 
its flights had been affected 
at the airport but was offer¬ 
ing full refunds to some. 

Meteorologist Char¬ 
lie Powell said informa¬ 
tion suggested there were 
“somewhere between 
15,000 and 20,000 strikes 
across the UK. during the 
overnight period.” 


Former 
Japanese 
PM is 100 
years old 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — It is somehow fitting 
in a country known for longevity 
that one of Japan’s most promi¬ 
nent former leaders has reached 
100 years of age. 

As a World War II naval officer, 
Yasuhiro Nakasone witnessed the 
depths of his country’s defeat and 
devastation. Four decades later, he 
presided over Japan in the 1980s 
at the pinnacle of its economic 
success. 

In recent years, he has lobbied 
for revision of the war-renounc¬ 
ing, U.S.-drafted constitution, a 
cause neither he nor any succes¬ 
sor has achieved to date. 

“I feel blissful that I was able to 
stand up and work with the Japa¬ 
nese people for Japan’s recon¬ 
struction (from war devastation),” 
Nakasone said in a statement to 
mark his birthday Sunday. “As I 
reflect on 100 years of my life with 
the changing times, many memo¬ 
ries pass through my mind and 
emotions fill up my chest.” 

Nakasone, who is cared for by 
his 71-year-old daughter at their 
Tokyo home, is slowing down but 
in fine health, his aide Masaki 
Donji said. He skipped his annual 
speech at a May rally in support 
of constitutional revision because 
he had broken his right hand and 
couldn’t use his cane to get up 
from his wheelchair. 

Still, he checks newspapers 
every morning and reads books, 
and sometimes drops by his of¬ 
fice, escorted by his family. “End¬ 
less hunger for exploration and 
intellectual curiosity is crucial,” 
Nakasone said. 

The son of a lumber merchant, 
Nakasone was born May 27,1918. 
He went to Tokyo Imperial Uni¬ 
versity before entering the navy, 
where he rose to lieutenant com¬ 
mander during World War 11. 

He began his political career as 
a fiery nationahst denouncing the 
U.S. occupation, which lasted from 
1945 to 1952. He was a driving 
force in the 1950s behind building 
nuclear reactors in Japan, which 
helped propel the nation’s postwar 
economic growth and recovery. 

As prime minister from 1982 
to 1987, he strengthened Japan’s 
defense and alliance with the U.S. 
while tackling vested interests to 
launch the privatization of the state 
telephone, tobacco and railway 
companies. He was also known for 
his warm relationship with former 
President Ronald Reagan. 

Both nationalist and wrestling 
with the same issues — stronger 
military, constitutional revision 
and even trade friction with the 
U.S.—Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
has been compared to Nakasone 
by some Japanese media and ana¬ 
lysts. But the Japan that Abe leads 
today is no longer at its peak, and 
China is now a rival to the US., 
prompting Abe to be more hawk¬ 
ish toward Beijing’s aspirations. 


Declassified US cables 
link former Colombian 
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Visitors to zoo witness 
gorilla birth in exhibit 

nA PITTSBURGH—Some 
visitors at a Pittsburgh 
zoo got an unexpected surprise 
when they witnessed a gorilla 
give birth in the exhibit area. 

Moka, the Pittsburgh Zoo & 
PPG Aquarium’s 22-year-old 
Western lowland gorilla, gave 
birth to her third baby on Friday 
morning. 

The zoo said Moka is very at¬ 
tentive and has been encouraging 
her baby to nurse. 

Brandi-Bella Shaw said she 
was at the gorilla exhibit with her 
husband, teenage son and his girl¬ 
friend when Moka emerged from 
behind a wall carrying the baby. 
She said the umbilical cord was 
still attached and it was very ap¬ 
parent Moka had just given birth. 

She said, “It was amazing to see” 
and Moka “was so nurturing.” 

Fish market buys big 
octopus, sets it free 

^ A MORRO BAY — 
Giovanni’s Fish Market 
in Morro Bay makes its money 
by selling seafood, but owner 
Giovanni DeGarimore made 
news this month when he bought 
a live, 70-pound octopus — and 
set it free. 

DeGarimore told The Tribune 
of San Luis Obispo he’s had a 
change of heart about selling or 
consuming octopus after learning 
about their intelligence and an 
experience he had playing hide- 
and-seek with one while scuba 
diving in Fiji. 

So when his dock manager 
called to say a local fisherman 
was selling an octopus that had 
been caught in a crab trap, De¬ 
Garimore couldn’t bear the 
thought of it being cut up. 

He said he bought the octopus, 
named it Fred and temporarily 
kept it in a tank at his market, 
then released it. 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ gm H m The approximate amount paid at auction in Maine for a pair of 125-year-oid Levi’s. 

T M M M M AK An auctioneer said the jeans failed to sell at auction in 2016 but now have a new owner 

M M W M W somewhere in southeast Asia. Daniel Buck Soules, of Daniel Buck Auctions in Lisbon 

" Falls, said his agreement with the buyer of the Levi Strauss & Co. blue jeans from the 

American Old West precluded him from providing the buyer’s location or the exact cost 

of the jeans. The cotton Levi’s with button fly were worn only a few times. They were purchased in 1893 by a storekeeper in 
the Arizona Territory and ended up spending decades in a trunk. Soules said the high price reflected their mint condition. 




Jim Rassol, (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.) South Florida Sun-Sentinel/AP 


Rainy ride 


A cyclist tries to stay dry along Collins Avenue in Miami Beach, Fla., on Friday. The state endured heavy rains last week. 


Service dog gives birth 
to 8 puppies at airport 

PI TAMPA — A service 
r L dog waiting for a flight 
to Philadelphia with her owner 
gave birth at the Tampa airport 
as travelers gathered around and 
watched. 

The Tampa Bay Times report¬ 
ed that golden retriever Eleanor 
Rigby, 2, went into labor at Gate 
F-81 and birthed eight puppies 
— seven males and a female. 

The new mom, owner Diane 
Van Atter, and the puppies’ fa¬ 
ther, Golden Nugget, were wait¬ 
ing for a flight home Friday when 
the puppies started arriving one 
by one. Tampa Fire Rescue para¬ 
medics and a nurse assisted with 
the delivery. 

Van Atter, the puppies and the 
parents missed the flight. 

Yacht hosting prom 
rear-ends another boat 

ly I HOBOKEN — Police in 
S New Jersey said a yacht 
hosting a high school senior prom 
rear-ended another yacht on the 
Hudson River near Hoboken. 

Video of the event shows the 
prom-hosting yacht Cornucopia 


Destiny crashing into the smaller 
yacht, named Sundancer, which 
then crashes into the pier. Wee- 
hawken High School officials said 
no one was reported to be injured 
in the crash. 

The Hoboken Fire Department, 
Hoboken Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps and New Jersey State Pohce 
responded to the scene Thursday 
evening. There was minor dam¬ 
age to both boats and the pier. 

Ex-stripper sentenced 
to prison for arson 

PROSPECT — A for- 
I mer stripper from Con¬ 
necticut has been sentenced to 
eight years in prison for setting a 
fire that destroyed two business¬ 
es in a dispute over money. 

The Republican-American re¬ 
ported that Willow Martin, 21, 
was sentenced Thursday after 
pleading guilty to second-degree 
arson in connection with the fire 
at MTM Masonry in Prospect in 
2015. 

Prosecutors say the Naugatuck 
woman torched the company be¬ 
cause it belonged to the stepfather 
of her best friend, another dancer 


who owed her about $1,200. 

The fire spread to the Golden 
Wok restaurant next door and 
caused more than $450,000 in 
damages. 

Police: Man chased 
5 kids with pellet gun 

P DOVER — A Delaware 
b man is accused of chas¬ 
ing children while wielding a pel¬ 
let gun. 

News outlets cited a news re¬ 
lease from Dover police that says 
Russell Ewell Jr. threatened five 
children between the ages of 6 
and 14 while carrying what ap¬ 
peared to be a black handgun on 
Wednesday. 

Police said it’s not known wheth¬ 
er Ewell knew the children before 
the chase. It’s also unclear wheth¬ 
er the pellet gun was loaded. The 
news release says the pellet gun 
didn’t have any markings indicat¬ 
ing it wasn’t a real handgun. 

Ewell was arrested without 
incident at a home. He’s charged 
with aggravated menacing and 
terroristic threatening, posses¬ 
sion of deadly weapon by a per¬ 
son prohibited and possession of 


deadly weapon during commis¬ 
sion of a felony. 



3 fluffy peregrine 
chicks need names 


BERKELEY — Uni- 
versity of California, 
Berkeley officials are asking for 
help naming three fluffy per¬ 
egrine falcon chicks that hatched 
last month in the upper reaches 
of the Campanile bell tower on 
campus. 

The San Francisco Chronicle 
reported a woman named Bunny 
suggested via Twitter naming the 
two males and one female Fluffy, 
Cottonball and Marshmallow. 

But grown peregrines are 
deadly and the chicks might out¬ 
grow those names. 

Other suggestions include Ros- 


encrantz, Guildenstern and Oph¬ 
elia for Shakespeare fans, and 
Bruce Wayne, Clark Kent and 
Diana Powers for superhero fans 
— although Wonder Woman’s last 
name was Prince. 

Woman does headstand 
in all 50 US states 

A IC KETCHIKAN—An el- 
derly woman has com¬ 
pleted her mission of performing 
a headstand in all 50 states. 

The Ketchikan Daily News re¬ 
ported retiree Anne Bruinooge, 
71, checked the last state off her 
list Thursday as she lay down a 
mat and did a headstand outside 
the Alaska newspaper’s office. 

Bruinooge said she has been 
traveling around the country for 
the past decade, doing headstands 
in every state that she and her hus¬ 
band visit. 

Bruinooge, who is an avid par¬ 
ticipant of yoga, said her motiva¬ 
tion was simply “the fun of doing 
headstands.” Bruinooge said she 
isn’t sure if anyone else has ever 
attempted to do a headstand in 
each state. 

From wire reports 
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When Def Leppard & Journey tour together 




EXPECT THE HITS 


Brian Ach, Invision/AP 

Journey lead guitarist Neal Schon, left, and Def Leppard singer Joe Elliot were in New York recently to promote their 60-show tour. “I want 
to do our hits,” Elliott says. “I want to do ‘Sugar' and ‘Photograph' and ‘Rock of Ages.' They are the songs that have put us in stadiums. So 
why would you abandon them now?” 


By Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 

D ef Leppard and Jour¬ 
ney have hit the road 
together for a 60-show 
tour, but they promise 
there won’t be any squabbles over 
which band headlines each night. 

“If it’s 60 shows, it’s 30 each. 
Simple as that,” says Joe Elliott, 
lead singer of Def Leppard. “You 
know, it’s pretty logical the way 
it’s going to work.” 

The two bands will take turns 
closing out shows in 58 cities, in¬ 
cluding concerts at iconic venues 
such as Boston’s Fenway Park, 
Chicago’s Wrigley Field, The 
Forum in Los Angeles and New 
York’s Madison Square Garden. 

It will be the second time the 
two bands have toured together. 
Def Leppard and Journey first 
teamed up in 2006, and both 
bands remember those days. 

Neal Schon, a founding mem¬ 
ber and lead guitarist of Journey, 
says it was a “no-brainer” to get 
the bands together. “Musically I 
think that we match up amazingly 
well.” Elliott agrees: “It was such 
a great tour, and I don’t think ei¬ 
ther of us has ever forgotten how 
brilliant it was.” 

While both bands have contin¬ 
ued to make new music, expect 
the tour to focus on the hits. Def 
Leppard won’t leave the stage 
without “Pour Some Sugar on 
Me” and “Rock of Ages.” Journey 
won’t take its bow without offer¬ 
ing “Don’t Stop Believin’” and 
“Who’s Crying Now.” 

“It’s not a curse to have a hit,” 
says Elliott. “I want to do our hits. 
I want to do ‘Sugar’ and ‘Photo¬ 
graph’ and ‘Rock of Ages.’ They 
are the songs that have put us 
in stadiums. So why would you 
abandon them now?” 

Both bands have weathered 
line-up changes and the massive 
shifts in the music industry since 
the 1970s, riding the wave from 
vinyl to MP3s, surviving Napster, 
the rise and decline of MTV, and 


now fully enjoying the pop-cul¬ 
ture embrace of all things from 
the 1980s. 

“We used to tour to promote a 
record, and now I think we put a 
record out to promote tour. You 
know, it’s wild,” says Elliott. “We 
survived basically because the 
audience stuck with us.” 

Def Leppard is touring fresh 
from becoming one of the last 
multi-platinum selling acts to 
have its music made available on 
streaming and download sites. In 
January, Spotify, iTunes, Amazon 


and other digital music platforms 
made the band’s catalog available 
— and it immediately charted in 
America and the UK. 

What took so long? 

“Our record deal lapsed in 
2009, and we weren’t in any great 
rush to do it because, at the time, 
we weren’t really sure if this is 
just a fad,” says Elliott. “We, as a 
band, wanted then to go through 
the entire catalog and master ev¬ 
erything properly for streaming 
and download, which had never 
been done.” 


While both bands are enjoying 
renewed attention to its music via 
the internet, Elliott and Schon re¬ 
main wary of what both call “the 
Wild West,” a place where they say 
their songs are streamed a trillion 
times and they get just $50. 

“With the internet, that’s proof 
in itself that it doesn’t sell tickets. 
What sells tickets is longevity and 
that you’ve been persistent, and 
you go every year,” says Schon. 
“You go away too long, they’re 
going to forget about you. Some¬ 
one’s going to take your place.” 


Both men are quick to dismiss 
the notion that rock is dead 
(Elliott points to the Foo Fighters, 
who are “just killing it in stadiums 
worldwide”). 

They’re still discussing the pos¬ 
sibility of a Def Leppard-Journey 
onstage jam session, with mem¬ 
bers of both bands belting out a 
song or two together. 

They even joke they may write 
a new one. 

Possible title? 

“‘Don’t Stop Pouring Sugar,”’ 
Elliott says. 


At 79, Ian McKellen says he has no plans to give np acting 


From wire reports 

Sir Ian McKellen says his upcoming role 
as King Lear in an upcoming London pro¬ 
duction may be his last m^or Shakespeare 
role but he has no plans on retiring, as long 
as his knees and memory hold out. 

Playing the tormented ruler is one of two 
projects prompting reflection from the 79- 
year-old star of the X-Men and Lord of the 
Rings film series. 

“I’ll keep going as long as the knees keep 
going. And the mind and the memory are 
still there. Any day now they can begin 
to fade and then I’ll perhaps regret that I 
didn’t do stuff I could have done while I 
was fit. So being fit, here I am and if I’m 
not acting, what the hell I going to do, sit 
at home?” McKellan told The Associated 
Press during a recent interview. 

McKellen is playing King Lear in a pro¬ 
duction at London’s Duke of York Theatre 
starting in July. He is reprising a role he 
played for the Royal Shakespeare Co. a 
decade ago. He says playing King Lear al¬ 
lows him to reflect on the journey of an old 
man, one that feels very personal to him. 


“For me it’s worth re-exploring because 
at nearly 80 myself — that’s King Lear’s 
age — I can concentrate in part on the fact 
that it’s an old man, it’s an old man’s jour¬ 
ney, it’s a man who’s withdrawing from life. 
It’s a man whose mind is giving way, really, 
and much else in his life is a confusion to 
him and I find that all too easy to relate to. 
So I take the part very personally.” 

McKellen is also getting a career and life 
retrospective through a new documentary 
focused about him called “McKellan: Play¬ 
ing The Part.” The documentary, which will 
be broadcast in the UK on May 27 and will 
be in select US. theaters this summer, fo¬ 
cuses not only on McKellen’s famous roles, 
but also his activism for gay rights. 

McKellen said he was initially reluctant 
to do the project, but decided to go forward 
because of the involvement of director Joe 
Stephenson, and because the film would 
focus on topics he cares about. 

“The trouble about talking about your¬ 
self is that, for me, is that I don’t feel I’m an 
expert. I don’t feel I’ve got a right to have 
an opinion,” McKellen said. 


“I do know about two things,” he said. 
“One is acting, because I’ve been doing it 
for so long, and the other is about being gay, 
because as far as I know. I’ve been gay all 
my life, so I can with authority talk about 
those two subgroups.” 

Daniel Craig to return as 007 

Daniel Craig is back as Bond, the spy 
series’ producers confirmed, in a Danny 
Boyle-directed film due for release in 2019. 

Bond producers Michael G. Wilson and 
Barbara Broccoli of EON Productions 
announced May 24 that production on 
the 25th official James Bond thriller will 
begin in December at London’s Pinewood 
Studios. 

Craig will reprise his role as 007, and 
Oscar-winner Boyle will direct from a 
screenplay by Boyle’s frequent collabora¬ 
tor John Hodge. 

Confirmation of Craig’s fifth Bond film 
followed speculation that the 50-year-old 
actor was about to hand in his license to 
kill. 


AP 

Ian McKellen is getting a career and life 
retrospective through a new documentary 
called “McKellen: Playing The Part.” 

As per tradition. Bond 25 will open ear¬ 
lier in the UK — on Oct. 25,2019 — than in 
the US., where it will debut Nov. 8, 2019. 

NBC announces next musical 

NBC announced May 24 that the iconic 
1960s rock musical “Hair” would be its 
next live musical. “Hair Live!” follows the 
live broadcast of “Jesus Christ Superstar 
Live in Concert” on Easter Sunday. “Hair 
Live!” is slated to air in the spring. 

From wire reports 
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$11.7M is CEOs’ median annuai compensation 


Companies are asking their workers to do 
more with less at the same that CEO pay is 
on the rise, f 

Liz Shuler 

secretary-treasurer of the AFL-CIO 


By Stan Choe 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK—Chief executives 
at the biggest public companies 
got an 8.5 percent raise last year, 
bringing the median pay package 
for CEOs to $11.7 milhon. Across 
the S&P 500, compensation for 
CEOs is often hundreds of times 
higher than typical workers. 

The pay increase matches the 
bump that CEOs received in 2016, 
according to salary, stock and 
other compensation data analyzed 
by Equilar for The Associated 
Press. 

For the first time, the govern¬ 
ment required companies to show 
in their annual proxy statements 
just how much more bosses make 
than the typical employee. The 
typical CEO made 164 times the 
median pay of their employees, 
according to Equilar’s analysis. 

Because the government gave 
companies wide leeway in how 
they calculated the median pay of 
their workers, and because some 
industries rely heavily on part- 
time workers, the CEO-to-worker 
pay ratios are imperfect and make 
comparisons difficult. Despite 
pushback. Congress forced com¬ 
panies to publish the data as a 
way to shine a spotlight on income 
inequality. 

A debate has already ensued 
about the significance of this 
newly released data. 

“High pay ratios send a dispir¬ 
iting message to the workforce,” 
said Liz Shuler, secretary-trea¬ 
surer of the AFL-CIO, which has 
been calculating its own tally 
of CEO-to-worker pay ratios for 
years. “Companies are asking 
their workers to do more with less 
at the same that CEO pay is on the 
rise.” 

Detractors among business 
groups, academics and compensa¬ 
tion consultants say the ratio can 
give a false impression. For ex¬ 


ample, some companies exclude 
some of their lower-paid foreign 
workers, which regulations allow. 
And companies with large part- 
time workforces will show much 
greater disparity between the 
CEO’s pay and median pay. 

At Yum Brands, CEO Greg 
Creed’s pay of $12.3 million was 
1,358 times higher than the com¬ 
pany median of $9,111. The em¬ 
ployee who earned that amount, 
on an annualized basis, was a part- 
time employee at a Taco Bell. 

Even at United Rentals, where 
the median pay was $77,127 last 
year, it would take a worker earn¬ 
ing that amount 166 years to match 
the $12.8 million in compensation 
that CEO Michael Kneeland made 
last year. 

So far, shareholders seem OK 
with the pay packages for CEOs. 
At both Yum Brands and United 
Rentals, more than 95 percent 
of shareholders approved their 
CEO’s pay for last year. Likely 
buoying that support was the 31.1 
percent return for Yum Brands 
stock and the 62.8 percent rise for 
United Rentals. 

Across the S&P 500, such votes 
on executive compensation passed 
with similar approval ratings in 
2016 and 2017, at 95 percent, ac¬ 
cording to the data compiled by 
Equilar. The boards of directors 
who set CEO pay, meanwhile, say 
they are tying more of their ex¬ 
ecutives’ compensation to how the 
company is performing, and they 
need to pay the going rate to keep 
talented executives. 


The highest-paid CEO in Equi¬ 
lar’s analysis was Hock Tan, of 
Broadcom, who made $103.2 mil¬ 
hon. The vast majority of Tan’s 
compensation came in the form of 
a stock grant, valued at $98.3 mil¬ 
hon. He’h receive the shares if the 
stock hits certain performance 
targets over the next four years. 
The company said in a fihng with 
regulators that the figure looks 
substantial, but the amount Tan 
earns will “only be exceptional if 
our (stock returns relative to other 
companies) is exceptional.” 

The second-highest paid CEO 
was Leslie Moonves, of CBS. He 
made $68.4 mihion, including a 
$20 mihion bonus. CBS stock feh 
in 2017, but the company’s board 
highlighted how CBS is produc¬ 
ing more premium content where 
it has an ownership stake, among 
other accomplishments. 

No. 3 was W. Nicholas Howley 
at TransDigm, which designs and 
produces aircraft components. 
He earned $61 milhon, including 
$51.2 mihion of payments from 
the company on stock options he 
holds, as if they had earned divi¬ 
dends. Howley, a TransDigm co¬ 
founder, left his position as CEO 
last month and became executive 
chairman. 

Jeffrey Bewkes, of Time War¬ 
ner, was the fourth-highest paid 
CEO at $49 milhon. Time War¬ 
ner rejiggered its compensation 
formulas for executives following 
its deal to be acquired by AT&T, 
which was announced in 2016 but 
is still awaiting government ap¬ 


proval. Bewkes received restrict¬ 
ed stock valued at $32 milhon. 

No. 5 was TripAdvisor’s Ste¬ 
phen Kaufer, at $43.2 mihion. He 
received grants of options and re¬ 
stricted stock valued at $42.1 mil¬ 
hon, and the company said it does 
not expect to give him another 
stock grant as long-term incentive 
compensation until 2021. 

This is the first year companies 
had to report the median pay for 
their employees. Median is the 
midpoint of the pay scale. Across 
the S&P 500, the median compen¬ 
sation last year was $70,244, ac¬ 
cording to Equilar. That’s higher 
than the average pay for US. work¬ 
ers, at $47,792, because the S&P 
500 is full of multinational com¬ 
panies. Last year’s median pay for 
the US. is not yet available. 

Companies in the pharmaceuti¬ 
cal, technology and energy sectors 
were on the high end of the S&P 
500 for worker pay. At Facebook, 
for example, the median compen¬ 
sation was $240,430. On the lower 
end were retailers and fast-food 
restaurant chains, which tend to 
have more part-time workers. 

Coming into this year, many 
companies had big concerns about 
the reaction to their CEO-to-work¬ 
er pay ratios, particularly among 
their own employees. But after 
publishing the numbers, the back¬ 
lash wasn’t that big, said Melissa 
Burek, a partner at Compensation 
Advisory Partners. 

“I have chents in the Midwest, 
where they’re the largest employer 
in town, and I would have thought 
those would get more attention,” 
said Daniel Laddin, another part¬ 
ner at Compensation Advisory 
Partners. “But no one seems to be 
getting too upset about it.” 

All the leeway companies had 
in calculating their ratios helped 
many to avoid being an outlier, on 
either the high end or the low end, 
said Kelly Malafis, also a part¬ 
ner at Compensation Advisory 


Partners. 

The real value in these ratios 
may come years from now, as in¬ 
vestors and workers track how 
the ratios change over time, said 
Ethan Rouen, an assistant profes¬ 
sor at Harvard Business School 
who studies income inequahty. 

It may not make much sense to 
compare Yum Brands’ ratio with 
Facebook’s, but is each company’s 
ratio rising or falhng through 
the years? In particular, will the 
figures get better or worse when 
the next economic downturn hits, 
whenever that may be? 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (May 28).$1.2006 

Dollar buys (May 28).€0.8329 

British pound (May 28).$1.37 

Japanese yen (May 28).107.00 

South Korean won (May 28).1,053.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3776 

British pound.$1.3321 

Canada (Dollar).1.2976 

China (Yuan) 6 3896 

Denmark (Krone).6.3828 

Egypt (Pound).17.9195 

Euro.$1.1669/0.8569 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8456 

Hungary (Forint).273.97 

Israel (Shekel).3.5616 

Japan (Yen).109.37 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3024 

Norway (Krone).8.1586 

Philippines (Peso).52.59 

Poland (Zloty) 3 70 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7506 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3419 

South Korea (Won).1,078.23 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9918 

Thailand (Baht).31.92 

Turkey (Lira).4.7288 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.69 

3-month bill.1.90 

30-year bond 3 13 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

49 Cookware 

23 Pamphlet 

1 Grimace 

50 Reuben bread 

25 “Molly on 

5 “East of Eden” 

51 Group of quail 

the Shore” 

brother 


composer 

8 “Pow!” 

DOWN 

Percy 

12 Indian cooking 

1 PTA session 

26 Fermi’s bit 

style 

2 Galley item 

27 Lisa” 

14 Vagrant 

3 Half of bi- 

29 “Let’s go!” 

15 Traffic jam 

4 Wee whirlpools 

31 Gents 

16 Capital on a fjord 

5 Dove calls 

33 Some potatoes 

17 Check-cashing 

6 Joan of — 

34 Easily assembler 

needs 

7 Also 

(housing) 

18 Overacts 

8 Rushing sound 

36 Lummoxes 

20 Shopping binge 

9 Party giver 

37 Skydive 

23 “Jabberwocky” 

10 Competent 

38 Dayton’s state 

starter 

11 Cattle calls? 

39 In pain 

24 Villain in “Wonder 

13 Shoppe 

40 Evening, in an ac 


Woman” 

25 “The Firm” 
author John 

28 Spanish aunt 

29 Collision 

30 Male turkey 

32 Anguished look 

34 Corn recipe 

35 “Act now!” 

36 Financial 
guru Suze 

37 The “J” of 
J.S. Bach 

40 Scot’s denial 

41 “Nope!” 

42 Mythic eagle- 
lion hybrids 

47 Painter Joan 

48 Gorges on food 


description 

19 Prepare potatoes 

20 Perched 

21 Bluenose 

22 Caboose 


43 Jamie Foxx 
biopic 

44 -de-France 

45 Calendar abbr. 

46 Farm pen 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



5-28 CRYPTOQUIP 


P F A O F W 
A U M B E M B 
XUBSUEEUB 


U W U X F z : 
C E S U E L 
UGE CUKKRGC 


AGEQZPRQ UBQ QMIAKUORQ 

“XFXU KMIU.” 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE HER SPECIALTlf 
IS REPAIRING TOUGH WINTER FOOTWEAR, SHE 
CAUUS HERSEUF A BOOT-ICIAN. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals P 
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CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 



STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 




You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Classifiedsl 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Apartment Unfurn 856 


half bath, living room, kitch 
built in and a balcony on t 
ground floor. Come with 
garage for 40 Euro more. 3 
feet to the forest. 

Utility run around 280Euro 
month Ready 1 July, 

Call: 06155-8316838 


STARSK^STRIPES. 
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Stars and Stripes 


Monday, May 28,2018 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


NASCAR XFINITY 
Saturday 

At Charlotte Motor Speedway 
Concord, N.C. 

Lap length: 1.S0 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (1) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 204 laps, 
0 rating, 0 points. 

2. (2) Coie Custer, Ford, 204, 0,48. 

3. (7) Christopher Beli, Toyota, 204, 0, 
46. 


6. (15) Ryan Truex, Chevroiet, 204, 0, 
31. 

7. (17) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 204, 
0, 33. 

8. (3) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 204, 0, 0. 

9. (19) Matt Tifft, Chevrolet, 204, 0, 30. 

10. (16) Kaz Grala, Ford, 204, 0, 27. 

11. (9) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 204, 0,27. 

12. (25) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 
204, 0, 25. 

13. (21) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 204, 0, 
24. 

14. (36) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
204, 0, 23. 

15. (5) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 204, 0, 


18. (28) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 204, 

0 , 0 . 

19. (37) Ray Black Jr, Chevrolet, 204, 0, 

18. 

20. (35) David Starr, Chevrolet, 204, 0, 
17. 

21. (33) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, 204, 
0,16. 

22. (11) Ty Majeski, Ford, 203, 0, 15. 

23. (4) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 202, 
0,15. 

24. (31) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevro¬ 
let, 198, 0, 13. 

25. (38) Josh Bilicki, Toyota, 198, 0,12. 

26. (18) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 198, 

0 , 11 . 

27. (39) Brandon Hightower, Toyota, 
197, 0, 10. 

28. (32) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 194, 
0, 9. 

29. (40) Ryan Reed, Ford, 192, 0, 8. 

30. (24) Timmy Hill, Toyota, 189, 0, 7. 

31. (12) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
accident, 181,0, 0. 

32. (10) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 180, 0, 13. 

33. (23) Dylan Lupton, Ford, accident, 
168, 0, 4. 

34. (27) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 140, 0, 3. 

35. (20) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
135, 0, 2. 

36. (22) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, fuelpump, 
134, 0, 1. 

37. (6) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, trans¬ 
mission, 98, 0, 0. 

38. (34) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, oil- 
leak, 26, 0, 1. 

39. (29) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, vibra¬ 
tion, 5, 0,1. 

40. (30) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, vibra¬ 
tion, 3, 0, 1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

108.611 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 49 minutes, 4 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: Under Caution. 

Caution Flags: 13 for 59 laps. 

Lead Changes: 12 among 6 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: B.Keselowski 0; K.Busch 
1; B.Keselowski 2-26; K.Busch 27-48; 

J.Yeley 49; K.Busch 50-93; B.Keselowski 
94-101; C.Custer 102-128; G.Smithley 
129; C.Custer 130-131; K.Busch 132-157; 
D.Hemric 158-160; B.Keselowski 161-204 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Led, Laps Led): K.Busch, 4 times for 89 
laps; B.Keselowski, 4 times for 74 laps; 
C.Custer, 2 times for 27 laps; D.Hemric, 1 
time for 2 laps; G.Smithley, 1 time for 0 
laps; J.Yeley, 1 time for 0 laps. 

Wins: B.Keselowski, 2; J.AIIgaier, 1; 
C.Bell, 1; T.Reddick, 1. 

Top 10 in Points: 1. E.Sadler, 433; 2. 
C.Bell, 395; 3. T.Reddick, 378; 4. D.Hemric, 
376; 5. C.Custer, 371; 6. J.AIIgaier, 356; 7. 
B.Jones, 343; 8. R.Truex, 316; 9. M.Tifft, 
300; 10. R.Reed, 260. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 

A maximum of 150 points can be at- 

The formula combines the following 
categories; Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Pro soccer 

1 

Golf 

1 

College baseball 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 8 3 1 25 26 16 

Columbus 7 3 3 24 18 10 

New York City FC 7 3 3 24 26 19 

New York 7 3 1 22 26 12 

Orlando City 6 5 1 19 22 20 

New England 5 4 3 18 21 18 

Philadelphia 4 5 3 15 12 15 

Chicago 4 6 2 14 17 21 

Toronto FC 3 7 1 10 14 20 

Montreal 3 10 0 9 14 29 

D.C. United 2 5 3 9 14 18 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 7 2 3 24 24 13 

Los Angeles FC 6 3 3 21 24 19 

Portland 6 3 2 20 19 17 

FC Dallas 5 1 5 20 17 11 

Houston 5 3 3 18 26 18 

Vancouver 4 5 5 17 19 27 

LA Galaxy 5 6 1 16 16 19 

Minnesota United 5 7 1 16 16 22 

Real Salt Lake 5 6 1 16 15 25 

San Jose 2 7 3 9 18 23 

Seattle 2 6 2 8 7 12 

Colorado 2 7 2 8 13 20 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, May 25 

FC Dallas 1, Toronto FC 0 
Houston 3, New York City FC 1 
LA Galaxy 1, San Jose 0 

Saturday, May 26 
Real Salt Lake 1, Seattle 0 
New England 3, Vancouver 3, tie 
Philadelphia 0, New York 0, tie 
Chicago 2, Orlando City 1 
Minnesota United 2, Montreal 0 
Portland 3, Colorado 2 
D.C. United 1, Los Angeles FC 1, tie 
Sunday, May 27 

Columbus at Sporting Kansas City 
Wednesday, May 30 
Atlanta United FC at New England 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Houston at Real Salt Lake 
FC Dallas at LA Galaxy 
Friday, June 1 
Vancouver at Colorado 

Saturday 

DC United 1, Los Angeles FC 1 

D.C. United 0 1-1 

Los Angeles 1 0—1 

First half— 1, Los Angeles, Rossi, 5, 
39th minute. 

Second half— 2, D.C. United, Mattocks, 
5 (Arriola), 84th. 

Goalies— D.C. United, David Ousted; 
Los Angeles, Tyler Miller. 

Yellow Cards— Durkin, D.C. United, 
53rd; Fisher, D.C. United, 59th; Arriola, 
D.C. United, 80th; Miranda, D.C. United, 


Real Salt Lake 1, Sounders 0 

Real Salt Lake 0 1-1 

Seattle 0 0-0 

Second half— 1, Real Salt Lake, Sauce- 
do, 1 (Acosta), 61st minute. 

Goalies— Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do; Seattle, Stefan Frei. 

Yellow Cards— Eikrem, Seattle, 18th; 
Sunny, Real Salt Lake, 24th; Tolo, Seattle, 
37th; Glad, Real Salt Lake, 42nd; Silva, 
Real Salt Lake, 45th. 

A-39,508 (39,508) 

Timbers 3, Rapids 2 

Portland 2 1-3 

Colorado 1 1—2 

First half— 1, Portland, Armenteros, 2 
(Blanco), 29th minute. 2, Colorado, Cas- 
cante 1 (own goal), 31st. 3, Portland, Ar¬ 
menteros, 3 (Blanco), 37th. 

Second half— 4, Portland, Valeri, 5 
(Blanco), 56th. 5, Colorado, Boli, 1 (pen¬ 
alty kick), 99th. 


College softball 


Division I Super Regionals 

(Best-of-3; x-if necessary) 

Host school is home team for Game 1; 
visiting school is home team for Game 
2; coin flip determines home team for 
Game 3 

At Gainesville, Fla. 

Florida 5, Texas A&M 4 
Texas A&M 5, Florida 4 
Saturday: Florida 5, Texas A&M 3, Flor¬ 
ida advances 

At Eugene, Ore. 

Kentucky 9, Oregon 6 
Oregon 6, Kentucky 1 
Saturday: Oregon 11, Kentucky 1, Or¬ 
egon advances 

At Los Angeles 
UCLA 7, Arizona 1 
UCLA 3, Arizona 2, UCLA advances 


Nuremberg Cup 

Saturday 

At Tennis-Club 1. FC Nuernberg eV 
Nuremberg, Germany 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti). 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Championship 

Johanna Larsson, Sweden, def. Alison 
Riske, United States, 7-6 (4), 6-4. 


Goalies— Portland, Jeff Attinella; Colo¬ 
rado, Tim Howard. 

Yellow Cards— Gashi, Colorado, 3rd; 
Wilson, Colorado, 23rd; Valeri, Portland, 
38th; Mabiala, Portland, 62nd; Nichol¬ 
son, Colorado, 87th; Boll, Colorado, 88th; 
Flores, Portland, 92nd. 

A-17,424 (18,061) 

Minnesota United 2 , Impact 0 

Montreal 0 0-0 

Minnesota 0 2—2 

Second half— 1, Minnesota, Ramirez, 
3 (Ibson), 52nd minute. 2, Minnesota, 
Ibarra, 2, 58th. 

Goalies— Montreal, Evan Bush; Minne¬ 
sota, Bobby Shuttleworth. 

Yellow Cards— Gomez, Minnesota, 
20th; Edwards, Montreal, 20th; Calvo, 
Minnesota, 44th. 

A-21,331 (21,895) 

Fired 2 , Oriando City 1 

Chicago 1 1—2 

Orlando 1 0—1 

First half-1, Chicago, Katai, 3, 13th 

minute. 2, Orlando, Higuita, 3 (Mueller), 
28th. 

Second half— 3, Chicago, Gordon, 2 
(Schweinsteiger), 82nd. 

Goalies— Chicago, Patrick McLain; Or¬ 
lando, Joe Bendik. 

Yellow Cards— El Monir, Orlando, 11th; 
Schuler, Orlando, 40th; Ellis, Chicago, 
46th; Rosell, Orlando, 64th; Mueller, Or¬ 
lando, 70th; Kljestan, Orlando, 90th; Kap- 
pelhof, Chicago, 96th. 

Red Cards— Adams, Chicago, 89th. 
A-25,288 (25,500) 

Union 0, Red Buiis 0 

Philadelphia 0 0-0 

New York 0 0-0 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Andre Blake; 
New York, Ryan Meara. 

Yellow Cards— McKenzie, Philadel¬ 
phia, 27th; Wright-Phillips, New York, 
64th; Picault, Philadelphia, 69th; Medun- 
j'anin, Philadelphia, 79th. 

A-17,814 (25,000) 

Revoiution 3, Whitecaps 3 

New England 1 2—3 

Vancouver 0 3—3 

First half— 1, New England, Ali Ghazal 
Kown goal), 26th minute. 

Second half— 2, New England, Pe- 
nilla, 5, 48th. 3, Vancouver, Techera, 3 
(De Jong), 49th. 4, Vancouver, Techera, 
4, 51st. 5, New England, Bunbury, 6 (Fa- 
gundez), 59th. 6, Vancouver, Techera, 5 
(Reyna), 74th. 

Goalies— New England, Matt Turner; 
Vancouver, Brian Rowe. 

Yellow Cards— Bunbury, New England, 
11th; Reyna, Vancouver, 18th; Kamara, 
Vancouver, 30th. 

A-22,120 (22,120) 


W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 8 0 2 26 19 9 

Seattle 5 2 2 17 13 8 

Orlando 4 3 3 15 16 13 

Portland 4 3 3 15 14 12 

Chicago 2 3 6 12 14 16 

Utah 2 2 5 11 7 7 

Houston 2 4 4 10 9 14 

Washington 2 5 2 8 8 12 

Sky Blue FC 0 7 1 1 5 14 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday’s game 

Portland 2, Utah 0 

Saturday’s games 
Orlando 5, Chicago 2 
Seattle 1, Sky Blue 0 

Sunday’s game 
Washington at Houston 

Wednesday, May 30 
North Carolina at Portland 


At Athens, Ga. 

Georgia 4, Tennessee 3 
Saturday: Georgia 2, Tennessee 1,8 in¬ 
nings, Georgia advances 

At Tallahassee, Fla. 

LSU 6, Florida State 5 
Saturday: Florida State 8, LSU 5, 11 in¬ 
nings 

Sunday: Florida State vs. LSU 
At Norman, Okla. 

Oklahoma 7, Arkansas 2 
Saturday: Oklahoma 9, Arkansas 0, 
Oklahoma advances 

At Seattle 

Washington 3, Alabama 2,9 innings 
Saturday: Washington 6, Alabama 0, 
Washington advances 

At Tempe, Ariz. 

Arizona State 5, South Carolina 2 
Saturday: Arizona State 5, South Caro¬ 
lina 2, ASU advances 


Lyon Open 

Saturday 

At Parc de la Tete d’Or 
Lyon, France 
Purse: $590,000 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Championship 

Dominic Thiem (1), Austria, def. Gilles 
Simon, France, 3-6, 7-6 (1), 6-1. 


PGA Colonial 

Saturday 

At Colonial Country Club 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Purse: $7.1 million 
Yardage: 7,209; Par: 70 
Third Round 

Justin Rose 66-64-66-196 - 

Brooks Koepka 70-63-67-200 - 

Emiliano Grillo 64-67-69-200 - 

Corey Conners 71-68-63-202 

Jon Rahm 68-70-64-202 

Louis Oosthuizen 67-71-64-202 

J.T. Poston 69-68-65-202 

Ryan Armour 68-68-66-202 

Ted Potter, Jr. 68-72-63-203 

Brian Harman 72-67-64-203 

Derek Fathauer 67-70-66-203 

Kevin Tway 66-69-68-203 

Ben Crane 66-69-68-203 

Abraham Ancer 70-68-66-204 

William McGirt 70-67-67-204 

Chris Kirk 66-71-67-204 

Jason Kokrak 69-67-68-204 

Tim Herron 66-70-68-204 

Harris English 68-67-69-204 


BMW Championship 

Saturday 

At Wentworth Club (West Course) 
Virginia Water, England 
Purse: $7 million 
Yardage: 7,284; Par: 72 
Third Round 

Rory Mcliroy, Northern Ireland 67-65-71-203 
Francesco Molinari, Italy 70-67-66-203 

Sam Horsfield, England 67-68-72-207 

Branden Grace, South Africa 69-69-69-207 
Alex Noren, Sweden 69-68-70-207 

Ross Fisher, England 71-68-68-207 

Sebastien Gros, France 69-66-73-208 

Mikko Korhonen, Finland 68-70-70-208 

K. Aphibarnrat, Thailand 68-69-71-208 

Lee Westwood, England 70-69-69-208 

Voivik Championship 

Saturday 

At Travis Pointe Country Club 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Purse: $1.3 million 
Yardage: 6,744; Par: 72 
Third Round 

MinjeeLee 67-69-68-204 -12 

Stacy Lewis 71-68-67-206 -10 

In-KyungKim 70-69-67-206 -10 

Jodi Ewart Shadoff 67-70-69-206 -10 

Lindy Duncan 67-70-69-206 -10 

Emma Talley 69-72-66-207 -9 

Sei Young Kim 72-68-67-207 -9 

Su Oh 69-70-68-207 -9 

Bronte Law 70-68-69-207 -9 

Danielle Kang 66-72-69-207 -9 

Ayako Uehara 68-71-69-208 -8 

Ariya Jutanugarn 69-69-70-208 -8 

Georgia Hall 68-70-70-208 -8 

Gaby Lopez 69-68-71-208 -8 

Senior PGA Championship 

Saturday 

At The Golf Club at Harbor Shores 
Benton Harbor, Mich. 

Purse: $3 million 
Yardage: 6,852; Par: 71 
Third Round 

TImPetrovic 66-69-65-200 -13 

Scott McCarron 66-68-66-200 -13 

Paul Broadhurst 72-66-64-202 -11 

Miguel Angel Jimenez 70-69-65-204 -9 

Bob Estes 69-71-65-205 -8 

Tom Byrum 69-69-67-205 -8 

Jerry Kelly 70-65-70-205 -8 

Kevin Sutherland 68-66-71-205 -8 


Saturday’s scores 

FAR WEST 

Utah 12, Washington St. 11 
UC Davis 4, UC Irvine 2 
Cal Poly 6, UC Riverside 5,10 innings 
Cal State Fullerton 10, Long Beach St. 
9 

UCLA 4, Oregon St. 1 
Southern Cal 8, CS Northridge 4 
Hawaii 10, UC Santa Barbara 6 
Arizona 11, Oregon 4 
Stanford 6, Washington 5 
California 3, Arizona St. 0 
TOURNAMENTS 
America East Conference 
Championship 
Hartford 9, Stony Brook 4 

American Athletic Conference 
Championship 
East Carolina 4, UConn 3 

Atlantic Coast Conference 
Semifinals 

Louisville 5, Pittsburgh 2, Pitt elimi¬ 
nated 

Florida St. 5, Clemson 4, Clemson elim- 

Atlantic Sun Conference 
Championship 
Stetson 6, North Florida 0 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
Championship 

Saint Louis 5, George Mason 0 
Big East Conference 
Seton Hall 4, Butler 3, Butler eliminat¬ 
ed 

Big South Conference 
Championship 

High Point 7, Campbells 

Big Ten Conference 

Minnesota 8, Ohio St. 1, OSU elimi¬ 
nated 

Purdue 11, Illinois 5, Illinois eliminated 

Big 12 Conference 

Baylor 10, Oklahoma 3, OU eliminated 
TCU 7, West Virginia 3, WVU eliminat¬ 
ed 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Placed LHP 
Andrew Miller on the 10-day DL. Recalled 
RHPs Ben Taylor and Evan Marshall from 
Columbus (IL). Designated RHP Oliver 
Drake for assignment. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Recalled LHP 
Eric Stout from Omaha (PCD. Placed LHP 
Eric Skoglund on the 10-day DL. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Recalled RHP 
Jaime Barria from Salt Lake City (PCL). 
Optioned OF Michael Hermosillo to Salt 
Lake City. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Activated IB 
Greg Bird from the 10-day DL. Optioned 
INF Ronald Torreyes to Scranton (IL). 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Recalled RHPs 
Chris Bassitt and Carlos Ramirez from 
Nashville (PCL). Placed RHP Santiago 
Casilla on the 10-day DL. Optioned RHP 
Josh Lucas to Nashville. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Selected the con¬ 
tract of C Chris Gimenez from Iowa (PCL). 
Placed RHP Yu Darvish on the 10-day DL, 
retroactive to May 23. Recalled LHP Ran¬ 
dy Rosario from Iowa. Optioned C Victor 
Caratini to Iowa. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Recalled INF 
Ryan McMahon from Albuquerque (PCL). 
Optioned INF Pat Valaika to Albuquer¬ 
que. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Placed 3B Martin 
Prado on the 10-day DL. Recalled INF J.T. 
Riddle from New Orleans (PCL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Reinstated 
OF Starling Marte from the 10-day DL. 
Optioned INF-OF Jose Osuna to India¬ 
napolis (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Activated C 
Carson Kelly and LHP Tyler Lyons off the 
10-day DL. Placed RHP Greg Holland on 
the 10-day DL. Optioned C Steven Baron 
to Memphis (PCL). 


Colonial Athletic Association 

Northeastern 3, UNC Wilmington 2 

Championship 

UNC Wilmington 7, Northeastern 4 

Conference USA 
Championship 

Charlotte 10, UTSA 4, UTSA eliminated 
FAU 7, Rice 4 

Charlotte 7, Southern Miss. 4 

Horizon League 
Championship 
Wright St. 11, UIC9 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
Championship 

Canisius 11, Monmouth (NJ) 0 

Mid-American Conference 

Miami (Ohio) 9, Cent. Michigan 8, CMU 
eliminated 

Kent St. 14, Miami (Ohio) 0 

Missouri Valley Conference 
Dallas Baptist 14, Bradley 7 
Dallas Baptist 11, Bradley 1 

Mountain West Conference 
UNLV 9, San Jose St. 2 

Championship 
San Diego St. 14, UNLV 5 

Northeast Conference 
Wagner 6, Bryant 1 
Wagner 6, LIU Brooklyn 1 

Ohio Valley Conference 
Morehead St. 5, E. Kentucky 2 
Morehead St. 11, Tennessee Tech 6 
Southeastern Conference 
Quarterfinal 

LSU 11, Florida 0, Florida eliminated 

Semifinals 

Mississippi 2, Texas A&M 1, Texas A&M 
eliminated 

LSU 2, Arkansas 1 

Southern Conference 
Samford 10, Mercer 3 
W. Carolina 8, UNC Greensboro 4, 
Greensboro eliminated 
Mercer 10, W. Carolina 2 

Southland Conference 
New Orleans 6, Houston Baptist 1, HBU 
eliminated 

Championship 

Northwestern St. 7, New Orleans 5 

Summit League 
Championship 

Oral Roberts 11, S. Dakota St. 3 
Sun Belt Conference 
Coastal Carolina 3, South Alabama 1 
Troy 10, Texas St.O 

West Coast Conference 
Championship 
Gonzaga 17, Pepperdine 2 

Western Athletic Conference 
Sacramento St. 12, Seattle 7 

NCAA Division II Championship 
Augustana (SD) 5, S. New Hampshire 2 
Florida Southern 5, S. Indiana 3 
NCAA Division III Championship 
Randolph-Macon 11, Oswego St. 4, Os¬ 
wego eliminated 

Texas-Tyler 7, Misericordia 3 
Swarthmore 10, Wooster 5, Wooster 
eliminated 

Concordia (III.) 8, Texas Lutheran 3 

NAIA World Series 

Oklahoma City 10, Reinhardt 3, Rein¬ 
hardt eliminated 

Northwestern Ohio 17, St. Thomas 
(Fla.) 9, St. Thomas eliminated 

NCCAA World Series 
Championship 

Campbellsville 7, Warner 6 


College lacrosse 


Men’s Division I tournament 

At Gillette Stadium 
Foxborough, Mass. 

Semifinals 
Saturday, May 26 

Yale 20, Albany (NY) 11 
Duke 13, Maryland 8 

Championship 
Monday, May 28 
Yale (16-3) vs. Duke (16-3) 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE 


Scoreboard 


Track and Field 

Friday and Saturday at Kaiserslautern, 
Germany 
Friday 

Long jump - 1. Nathaniel Horton 
(Baum) 21 feet, 7.75 inches; 2. Donavin 
Robinson (Avi)21-01; 3. Kobe Cox (Lak) 
20.10.25; 4. Solo Turgeon (Baum) 20-06.25; 

5. Ervin Johnson (Kais) 20-01.5; 6. Robert 
Baumback (Stu) 19-10.75; 7. Santo Starkey 
(Kais) 19-07.25; 8. Bryce Thomas (Ram) 19- 
06; 9. Derrick Lee (Bah) 19-03.5; 10. Tristan 
Brandt (Stu) 18-10.75. 

High jump - 1. Markez Middlebrooks 
(Wies) 6 feet, 1 inch; 2. Josiah Kim (Lak) 
5-11; 3. Horton (Baum) 5-11; 4. Tre Dotson 
(Kais) 5-11; 5. Jackie Harris (Ram) 5-11; 

6. Robert Baumback (Stu) 5-09; 7. Jason 
Jones (Ram) 5-09; 8. Dorn Bivins (Wies) 5- 
07. 9. Deon Smith (Vils) 5-07; 10. Christian 
Lowe (Ram) 5-07. 

Shot put - 1. Austin Higby (Kais) 47 
feet, 11.25 inches; 2. Eli Roberts (Ram) 
43-04.50; 3. John Carroll (Stu) 42-11.5; 4. 
Daniel Brewington (SHA) 42.00; 5. Sonnie 
Alapati (Vil) 41-06.5; 6. Ben Broome (Avia) 
41-04.75; 7. Ogden Andrew (Ans) 40-08. 

8. Mike Santos-Adames (Kais) 40-01.75; 

9. Keynote Jones (SHA) 40-00; 10. Anders 
Bergeson (Stu) 38-06.50 

1,600 - 1. Jose Serrano (Ram) 4:28.73; 2. 
Dashiell Rogers (Ram) 4:33.45; 3. Roberto 
Eiseman (Wies) 4;35.43; 4. Denver Dalpais 
(Ram) 4:35.67; 5. Alexander Prague (Stu) 
4:37.57; 6. Orlando Rojas (Kais) 4:38.00; 7. 
Joseph Purvis (Kais) 4:38.27; 8. Griffen Par- 
sells (Kais) 4:39.19; 9. Michal Krzysztyn- 
ski (SHA) 4;39.35; 10. Andrew Riess (Lak) 
4:43.12. 

800 - 1. Serrano (Ram) 2:00.55; 2. Nick 
Clifton (Ram) 2;00.56; 3. Isaiah DeVane 
(Wies) 2;02.26; 4. Denver Dalpais (Ram) 
2:03.23; 5. Robert Cullison (Ram) 2;03.24; 

6. Nicholas Blake (Ram) 2:03.25; 7. Jack 
Lindstrom (Stu) 2;03.74; 8. Dorn Scifo (Lak) 
2:04.52; 9. Skyler Ratledge (Kais) 2;04.65; 

10. Ryan Morrow (Stu) 2:04.98. 

Girls 

Triple jump - 1. Jada Branch (Kais) 39 
feet, 6 inches; 2. Deja Alexis (Rota) 36-04.5; 

3. Corban Jackson (Wies) 34-04.5; 4. Christ- 
ierra Williams (Ram) 34-04; 5. AlexiaTarvis 
(SHA) 34-02.5; 6. Elena Russey (Kais) 33-06; 

7. Anika Rivera (Stu) 33-01.5; 8. Evin Harper 
(Brus) 33.00; 9. Grace Adkins (Nap) 32-09.5; 
10. Jordan Green (Kais) 30-08. 

Discus - 1. Mercedes Durden (Kais) 100 
feet; 2. Ashley Longdon (Nap) 99-03; 3. 
Marianna Szukala (Ale) 95-11; 4. Aniyus 
Jackson (Wies) 91-08; 5. Zhane Williams 
(Kais) 88-01; 6. Lily Smith (Bah) 87-06; 7. 
Autumn Bates (Nap) 81-07; 8. Caprinia 
Goode (Ram) 81-01; 9. Elizabeth Kline 
(Nap) 79-09; 10. Aubri Butler (Lak) 76-05. 

3,200 - 1. McKinley Fielding (Stu) 
11:48.80; 2. Holly Moser (SHA) 11;56.90; 3. 
Tatiana Smith (Stu) 12:17.75; 4. Jaden Mc¬ 
Daniel (SHA) 12:17.91; 5. Jordanne Hill (Ram) 
12:21.76; 6. Mckenzie Perkes (Ram) 12:40.74; 

7. Avery Smothermon (Brus) 12:48.94; 8. 
Kristin Lucero (Ram) 12;50.71; 9. Kaley Smith 
(Vic) 12;59.07; 10. Nina Gante (Stu) 13;13.23. 

3,200 relay - 1. Stuttgart 9;56.33; 2. Wi¬ 
esbaden 10;22.41; 3. Ramstein 10:30.37; 4. 
Brussels 10;37.39; 5. Lakenheath 10;47.04; 

6. Vicenza 10;53.40; 7. Ansbach 11;06.30; 

8. Kaiserslautern 11:09.73; 9. Black Forest 
11;15.42; 10. Vilseck 11;28.10. 

Saturday 

100 - 1. Markez Middlebrooks (Wies) 
11.03; 2. Kobe Cox (Lak) 11.04; 3. Domi¬ 
nique Arizpe (Ram) 11.12; 4. Devin Gamble 
(Vil) 11.14; 5. Jerone Smith (Stu) 11.19; 6. 
Deshawn Wilkerson (Lak) 11.44; 7. Do¬ 
navin Robinson (Avi) 11.51; 8. Gevaughn 
Bracy (Ram) 11.64. 

200 - 1. Middlebrooks (Wies) 22.28; 2. 
Gamble (Vil) 22.39; 3. Arizpe (Ram) 22.48; 

4. Caleb Brown (Wies) 22.69; 5. Wilkerson 
(Lak) 23.13; 6. Joshua Walter (Vil) 23.24; 7. 
Robinson (Avi) 23.42. 

400 - 1. Brown (Wies) 50.83; 2. Nathan¬ 
iel Horton (Baum) 51.45; 3. Isaiah DeVane 
(Wies) 51.81; 4. Cedric Ellis (Kais) 52.12; 5. 
Walter (Vil) 52.88; 6. Jack Lindstrom (Stu) 
53.02; 7. Conner Brinkmeyer (Baum) 53.55; 

8. Conner Looney (Ram) 56.37. 

110 hurdles - 1. (tie) Solo Turgeon 
(Baum) and Garrett Armel (Wies) 15.47; 

3. Jackie Harris (Ram) 15.52; 4. Jacob 
Winchell ( Kais) 15.62; 5. Caelum Wal¬ 
lace (Wies) 15.83; 6. Bryce Thomas (Ram) 
16.07; 7. Johna Joseph (Nap) 16.56; 8. Lome 
Huxtable (Baum) 17.04. 

300 - 1. Wallace (Wies) 40.53; 2. Tur¬ 
geon (Baum) 40.55; 3. Harris (Ram) 40.97; 

4. Chris Hayden (Lak) 41.45; 5. Tyrese 
Loveday (Ram) 42.23; 6. Jerod Little (Ram) 
42.60; 7. Armel (Wies) 42.61; 8. Huxtable 
(Baum) 43.04. 

3,200 - 1. Jose Serrano (Ram) 9;51.43*; 2. 
Dashiell Rogers (Ram) 9;51.85; 3. Orlando 
Rojas (Kais) 10:05.36; 4. Roberto Eiseman 
(Wies) 10;07.83; 5. Denver Dalpais (Ram) 
10;09.21; 6. Joseph Purvis (Kais) 10;14.05; 

7. Alexander Sprague (Stu) 10:14.58; 8. 
Jack Raddatz (Stu) 10;15.46; 9. Griffen Par- 
sells (Kais) 10:20.64; 10. Yadiel Rojas (Kais) 
10;24.99. 

4x100 relay - 1. Ramstein (Harris, Nick 
Lowe, Bracy, Arizpe) 43.72; 2. Lakenheath 
44.10; 3. Vilseck 44.17; 4. Kaiserslautern 
45.10; 5. Wiesbaden 45.34; 6. Aviano 46.25; 
7. Vicenza 46.29. 

4x400 relay - 1. Wiesbaden (Wal¬ 
lace, Armel, DeVane, Brown) 3:30.83; 2. 
Ramstein 3:33.20; 3. Baumholder 3;34.39; 
4. Vilseck 3:36.31; 5. Naples 3;36.83; 6. Kai¬ 
serslautern 3:38.53; 7. Stuttgart 3;40.12; 8. 
Black Forest 3:45.64. 

4x800 relay - 1. Ramstein (Nick Clinton, 
Nicholas Blake, Dalpias, Serrano)8:07.54; 2. 
Stuttgart 8:22.68; 3. Kaiserslautern 8;23.27; 
4. Lakenheath 8:35.33; 5. Naples 8;36.68; 6. 
Vicenza 8:52.03; 7. Vilseck 8;59.93; 8. Black 
Forest 9:01.81; 9. Baumholder 9;19.63. 

1,600 sprint medley - 1. Wiesbaden 
(Bryson Bradley, Wallace, Wagonblast, 
DeVane) 3:42.70; 2. Ramstein 3;44.86; 3. 


Lakenheath 3:50.68; 4. Vilseck 3;57.76; 

5. Baumholder 3:57.96; 6. Black Forest 
3;58.65; 7. Ansbach 4;11.42. 

Triple jump - 1. Cox (Lak) 45-01.50; 2. 
Jason Jones (Ram) 42-02; 3. Gamble (Vil) 
41-07.50; 4. Ogden Andrew (Ans) 41-00; 5. 
Huxtable (Baum) 41-00; 6. Middlebrooks 
(Wies) 40-09; 7. Joseph Rowberry (Lak) 40- 
08; 8. Ervin Johnson (Kais) 39-08; 9. Rob¬ 
ert Baumback (Stu) 39-00; 10. Jerod Little 
(Ram) 38-10. 

Discus - 1. Anders Bergeson (Stu) 134- 
10; 2. Austin Higby (Kais) 131-06; 3. Ben 
Broome (Avi) 125-06; 4. Jonas Matthews 
(Vil) 124-96; 5. Jacob Shankles (Lak) 122- 
07; 6. Nicholas Urick (Wies) 120-04; 7. An¬ 
drew (Ans) 114-05; 8. Eli Roberts (Ram) 
114-01; 9. Andrew Wells (Kais) 114-0; 10. 
Daniel Brewington (SHA) 106-01. 

Girls 

100 -1. Deja Alexis (Rot) 12.13; 2. Whit¬ 
ney Bivins (Wies) 12.41; 3. James (Vic) 
12.52; 4. Shalateia Thomas (Avi) 12.85; 5. 
Kaiah Hicks (Vic) 12.93; 6. Mallory Harris 
(Kais) 12.99; 7. Kaliyahat Gilmore (Nap) 
13.09; 8. Erica Tobin (Rot) 13.14. 

200 - 1. Bivins (Wies) 25.36; 2. Branch 
(Kais) 25.45; 3. Tynniesia Wilson (Vil) 
26.63; 4. Mary Milby (Stu) 26.88; 5. Kaiah 
Hicks (Vic) 26.90; 6. Ashanit Scott (Wies) 
27.32; 7. Marissa Kastler (Ale) 27.56; 8. Eri¬ 
ca Tobin (Rota) 27.62. 

400 - 1. Branch (Kais) 57.28*; 2. Wilson 
(Vil) 58.91; 3. Chloe Edison (Wies) 59.19; 4. 
Layla Thomas (Avi) 1;00.26; 5. Milby (Stu) 
1;00.46; 6. Ta’Nya Thomas (Wies) 1:01.44; 7. 
Catianna Binyard-Turner (Wies) 1;02.32; 8. 
Nickeya Marshall (Wies) 1:03.20. 

800 - 1. Tatiana Smith (Stu) 2:26.51; 2. 
McKinley Fielding (Stu) 2:27.53; 3. Kate 
Bowman (Stu) 2;28.37; 4. Linnea Meier 
(Stu) 2;29.59; 5. Katie McLellan (Stu) 
2;30.31; 6. Elise Van Vuuren (BFA) 2;32.62; 

7. Jaden McDaniel (SHA) 2:33.43; 8. Megan 
Hull (Ram) 2:34.03; 9. Holly Moser (SHA) 
2;38.43; 10. Mya McKinley (Ram) 2;42.14. 

1,600 - 1. Fielding (Stu) 5;19.92; 2. T. 
Smith (Stu) 5;29.26; 3. Moser (SHA) 5;31.32; 
4. McLellan (Stu) 5;39.40; 5. Avery Smoth¬ 
ermon (Brus) 5;46.47; 6. McDaniel (SHA) 
5;47.51; 7. Mckenzie Perkes (Ram) 5;49.22; 

8. Jordanne Hill (Ram) 5;49.78; 9. Alycia 
Smith (Stu) 5:50.84; 10. Kristin Lucero 
(Ram) 5;52.07. 

100 hurdles - 1. Brandy James (Vic) 
15.47; 2. Jaya Worthington (Ram) 15.87; 
3. Evin Harper (Brus) 16.33; 4. Annika Ri¬ 
vera (Stu) 16.49; 5. Sybella Crespo (Ram) 
16.60; 6. Isabella Pactieco (Kais) 17.55; 7. 
Talitha Islan (Avi) 17.60; 8. Piper Moad 
(Lak) 17.63. 

300 hurdles - 1. Christierra Williams 
(Ram) 46.88; 2. Edison (Wies) 47.28; 3. 
Harper (Brus) 48.40; 4. Masaya Archbold 
(Ram) 48.60; 5. Moad (50.35); 6. Kaila Igle- 
sias (Wies) 50.46; 7. Sade Lloyd (Lak) 51.25; 
8. Island (Avi) 52.73. 

4x100 relay -1. Wiesbaden (Kayla Sand¬ 
ers, Bivins, Nickyea Marshall, Scott) 50.05; 
2. Vicenza 50.58; 3. Ramstein 51.71; 4. Stutt¬ 
gart 52.45; 5. SHAPE 54.12; 6. Lakenheath 
54.40; 7. Bahrain 55.48; 8. Ansbach 58.30. 

4x400 relay - 1. Wiesbaden (Thomas, 
Bivins, Binyard-Turner, Edison) 4;11.09; 

2. Vilseck 4:16.39; 3. Stuttgart 4:17.34; 4. 
Ramstein 4:18.19; 5. KaisersTautern 4;24.15; 

6. Lakenheath 4;25.53; 7. Brussels 4;29.83; 
8. Bahrain 4;31.24. 

1,600 sprint medley - 1. Wiesbaden 
(Kayla Sanders, Scott, Ketziyah Francis, 
Thomas) 4:34.07; 2. Stuttgart 4:34.62; 3. 
Ansbach 4;39.38; 4. Ramstein 4;39.94; 5. 
Aviano 4;45.42; 6. Black Forest Academy 
4;57.06. 

High jump - 1. Wilson (Vil) 5-05; 2. An¬ 
nika Rivera (Stu) 4-11; 3. (tie) Grace Adkins 
(Nap) and Layla Thomas (Avi) 4-09; 5. Mya 
Neal (SHA) 4-09; 6. Clera Babb (Ram) 4-09; 

7. (tie) Marissa Kastler (Alco) and Beckett 
Moser (SHA) 4-09; 9. Hannah Fonville (Lak) 
4-07; 10. Erica Tobin (Rot) 4-07. 

Long jump - 1. Branch (Kais) 18-04.75; 
Alexis (Rota) 18-00.75; 3. Williams (Ram) 
17-02.50; 4. Harper (Brus) 16-02; 5. Ciera 
Babb (Ram) 16-00.75; 6. Jada Williamson 
(Nap) 15-10; 7. Corban Jackson (Wies) 15- 
09.50; 8. Kayla Silva (Vils) 15-04; 9. Alexia 
Tarvis (SHA) 14-10.25; 10. Marissa Kastler 
(Ale) 14-08.75. 

Shot put - 1. Zhane Williams (Kais) 32- 
11.50; 2. Caprinia Goode (Ram) 32-10.25; 

3. Mikyla Preston (Bah) 31-10; 4. Makayla 
Nixon (Vil) 31-05.75; 5. Michaela VIckova 
(SHA) 31-02.75; 6. Shannon Clough (SHA) 
31-01; 7. Aniyus Jackson (Wies) 30-11.75; 

8. Lily Smith (Bah) 30-07.75; 9. Mercedes 
Durden (Kais) 30-03-.25; 10. Olivia Johnson 
(Stu) 28-09.25. 

‘Denotes new DODEA-Europe record. 

Baseball 

Division I 
Semifinais 

Kaiserslautern 8, Wiesbaden 7 
Lakenheath 8, Ramstein 7 

Championship 

Lakenheath 9, Kaiserslautern 6 

Division il/iii 
Semifinais 

Spangdahlem 11, Aviano 3 
Sigonella 7, Rota 2 

Championship 
Sigonella 1, Spangdahlem 0 

Third 

Rota 8, Aviano 2 

Softball 

Division i 
Semifinais 

Lakenheath 16, Vilseck 9 
Kaiserslautern 5, Ramstein 4 

Championship 

Kaiserslautern 10, Lakenheath 9 

Third 

Ramstein 10, Vilseck 5 

Division il/iii 
Championship 

Sigonella 4, Hohenfels 2 

Third 

Rota 14, Spangdahlem 5 


Raiders boys repeat title 



Photos by Michael B. KELLER/Stars and Stripes 


Stuttgart’s Aidan DeHan, right, beats Kaiserslautern’s Chris 
Christensen to the ball during the D-l championship on Thursday. 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

The 2018 Kaiserslautern Raid¬ 
ers are not what’s left of the 2017 
champions. They are a champion¬ 
ship team on their own merit. 

The Raiders repeated as 
DODEA Europe Division I boys 
soccer champions Thursday at 
Kaiserslautern High School with 
a 2-1 win over Stuttgart, following 
up the program’s dominant 2017 
title run with a scrappier sequel. 

“Last year we had a God-given 
talent. No matter what we were 
going to win,” Raiders star Tyler 
Jankowski said. “This year, it was 
more just hard work. 

“We wanted it more.” 

The championship game’s de¬ 
cisive sequence occurred early in 
the second half. A Stuttgart hand¬ 
ball gave the Raiders a straight¬ 
ahead view on a free kick from 
just outside the penalty box. Kai¬ 
serslautern predictably entrusted 
the kick to Jankowski, and the se¬ 
nior captain lasered the shot past 
an inadequate Stuttgart wall. 

The Raiders stayed aggressive, 
and that approach yielded a Chris 
Christensen score off a loose ball 
in front of the Panthers goal with 
10 minutes to play. 

That second score proved 
necessary when Stuttgart’s Abe 
Engelke, who also scored his 
team’s only goal in the Panthers’ 
1-0 semifinal win over Ramstein 
on Wednesday, emerged from a 
scrum of corner-kick chaos to 


punch in a score with some four 
minutes to play. But Stuttgart’s ef¬ 
forts at a late equalizer fell short, 
wrapping up a strong tournament 
for the Raiciers defense. 

“We had five people in the back 
and they’re all brick walls,” Kai¬ 
serslautern goalie Enrico Ard 
said. “They did outstanding.” 

The Raiders outperformed 
their unremarkable regular sea¬ 
son and the resulting No. 4 seed. 

“That was just our preseason,” 
Ard said. “Our real season was 
Europeans.” 

While they fell short of the glory 
Kaiserslautern enjoyed Thursday, 
the Panthers, too, will look back 
fondly at the spring of 2018. The 
Panthers overcame a 1-2 start to 
the regular season, persisted in 
the face of a late deficit Thursday 


and finished within a goal of tak¬ 
ing the European final to penalty 
kicks. 

“I was super proud of my boys,” 
Stuttgart coach Chris Kelly said, 
adding that he thought his Pan¬ 
thers played better Thursday than 
in Wednesday’s signature defeat 
of Ramstein. “This is a team that 
really came together throughout 
the year. 

“They stepped up to the mo¬ 
ment today.” 

The moment, however, be¬ 
longed again to the Raiders. 
While this year’s team was not 
the powerhouse that steamrolled 
to a European title last spring, 
there’s a pattern emerging for 
Kaiserslautern boys soccer. 

“We always get it together in 
Euros,” Jankowski said. 


Panthers 

By Dan Stoutamire 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — This time, they were 
prepared. 

For the second consecutive 
year, the DODEA Europe girls 
Division I soccer title game came 
down to penalty kicks. 

For the second consecutive 
year, the Stuttgart Panthers found 
themselves selecting five shooters 
and preparing their goalie. 

This time, they came out win¬ 
ners, defeating a tough Ramstein 
team 1-0 (6-5 on penalties) when 
keeper Sammie Kellogg palmed 
away Jaelynn Galindo’s shot, ex¬ 
orcising the demons of the 2017 
final when the Panthers fell to 
Wiesbaden. 

“We work on penalty kicks 
every practice and I told them at 
the beginning of the season that 
you’ve got to be ready to do it, to 
build our goalie’s confidence and 
build our shooters’ confidence,” 
coach Bill Ratcliff said. “I know 
that’s why we lost last year, on 
penalty kicks, and I was deter¬ 
mined that if it came down to 
it this year we wouldn’t lose on 
them.” 

The game itself was shortened 
to two 30-minute halves, rather 
than the usual 40, due to lightning 
delays earlier in the day. Extra 
time was also scrapped in favor of 
immediate penalty kicks in event 
of a tie. 


girls win 



Stuttgart’s Annika Seifert loks 
upfield as Ramstein’s Haylie 
Scott closes in on Thursday. 


It was a tale of two halves, 
with the Panthers — without star 
winger Emily Smith due to injury 
— coming out strong and assert¬ 
ing themselves in midfield, with 
Camille Pereira and Annika Sei- 
fart both coming close to scoring, 
only to be denied by Ramstein 
keeper Morgan Lewis. 

In the second half, Ramstein 
grew into the game, and Kellogg 
had to scramble to keep out Au¬ 
rora Davis, who looked to pounce 
on a rebound early in the half 

Striker Haley Deome put a vol¬ 
ley narrowly over from a corner 
kick, and Rocio Fernandez pro¬ 
duced a great turn and cross, but 
no one was at the back post for the 
Royals. Stuttgart had a chance of 


on PKs 


its own when Adan Maher won 
the ball back and crossed for Cal- 
lie McGurk, whose shot was saved 
by Lewis. 

The game deadlocked at 0- 
0 after an hour, penalties were 
imminent. 

“About a minute left in the 
game I thought, ‘This is it,’ ” Kel¬ 
logg said. “I was kind of freaking 
out but at the same time I was 
prepared.” 

Both teams made three of their 
first five shots, Ramstein’s Eliza¬ 
beth Noel making a crucial kick 
to tie things up at three. Each of 
the next four takers — two from 
each team — made their next 
shots before Kellogg saved from 
Galindo. McGurk made the final, 
decisive shot for the Panthers. 

“It feels amazing, to come back 
from that,” Stuttgart’s Madison 
Barta said. “It’s hard to explain, 
it’s just amazing. We were hoping 
to score in the game; that didn’t 
happen, but we played our hearts 
out, came together as a family 
and left everything on the field.” 

It was a tough loss for Ramstein, 
which along with Stuttgart en¬ 
tered the contest with only a tie to 
the other squad marring a perfect 
record. 

“We always pushed each other, 
it was so much fun,” fullback Brit¬ 
tany Cunningham said. “I told the 
team to walk away with no what- 
ifs, we played a solid game.” 

Soutamire.dan@stripes.com 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE SOFTBALL/TRACK 

Raiders rally past I ~f~ 

Lancers for DI title ^ J-, 



Michael Abrams/S tars and Stripes 

Kaiserslautern’s Jada Branch defended her European long jump title with a leap of 18 feet, 4% inches. 


Branch, Serrano set records 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many—The Kaiserslautern Raid¬ 
ers “just kept going and going,” 
their coach Jesse Costa said. Now 
they’ve reached their destination. 

Kaiserslautern beat Laken- 
heath 10-9 to win the DODEA 
Europe Division I softball cham¬ 
pionship on Saturday, completing 
a challenging path through the 
tournament and, for the team’s 
seniors, grasping a long-deferred 
championship. 

“We are absolutely ecstatic,” 
said Phoenix Whisennand, part of 
that seasoned senior group along 
with Chloe Whisennand, Ally Al¬ 
amos and Victoria Jackson. 

Outfielder Erin Nuckols scored 
off a hit by Chloe Whisennand to 
claim the title for the Raiders, 
who overcame an 8-3 deficit. The 
comeback and dramatic finish 
was a fitting final chapter for a 
Kaiserslautern season in which 
nothing came easily. 

The Raiders started their sea¬ 
son 2-2 before recovering to claim 
the division’s No. 1 seed. But the 
tournament presented its own ad¬ 
versities, notably a discouraging 
12-6 loss to Vilseck in a prelimi¬ 
nary game. 

Saturday offered the opportu¬ 
nity at redemption, and the Raid¬ 
ers met the challenges. 

Kaiserslautern edged defend¬ 
ing champion and archrival 
Ramstein 5-4 in the semifinals 
early Saturday to get its title shot. 

While this Raiders team is the 
one that will be lauded for the 
championship breakthrough, its 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — It’s rare for a champion- 
ship-game outcome to leave both 
sides in celebratory moods. But 
that’s exactly what happened in 
the DODEA Europe Division II/ 
III softball final Saturday. 

Sigonella was obviously thrilled 
with its 4-2 victory over Hohen- 
fels and second straight title. 

But the Tigers, too, had reason 
to smile. After an embarrassing 
20-1 loss to the Jaguars in a Fri¬ 
day preliminary game, Hohenfels 
coach Janan Welch said her team 
was “blissfully happy” that it got 
a second chance to show what it’s 
capable of on the biggest stage. 

“Honestly, there were just a lot 
of errors [Friday] because the 
girls were in their heads. 

“They were just making mis¬ 
takes that they usually would 
never make,” Welch said. 
“[Today] we just played a much 
cleaner game. They were doing 
what they usually do.” 

Sigonella appreciated the fact 
that it was made to work for its tro¬ 
phy. The championship game was 
the only time the reigning champs 


senior leaders, clearly proud of 
the strong Kaiserslautern teams 
they were part of in the past, 
wouldn’t assign any magical 
qualities to this group. 

“We’ve always had the compo¬ 
nents,” Phoenix Whisennand said. 
“This year we got through our 
mistakes and pulled through.” 

Alamos has four years of expe¬ 
rience with the harsh realities of 
tournament play, and knows that 
the tournament can be reduced to 
always playing to win and bounc¬ 
ing back when you don’t. 

“We came in knowing that we 
had to either win every game, or 
we had to rise above it,” Alamos 
said. “And that’s what we did, we 
didn’t keep our heads low.” 

Costa credited the four “out¬ 
standing” seniors with instilling 
that no-nonsense attitude in the 
team’s younger members. 

“They did a great job,” Costa 
said. “They led the team, they 
didn’t let them get down.” 

In the opposite dugout, the 
third-seeded Lancers were prov¬ 
ing Alamos’ analysis to be true. 
Lakenheath’s loss simply was evi¬ 
dence of the cruel fact that sports 
produces a loser whenever it pro¬ 
duces a winner. 

“They just got better every 
game. I was real pleased with the 
way they were playing,” Lancers 
coach John Gilmore said of his 
team, which featured 10 fresh¬ 
men and a single senior. “We just 
made a few errors when we didn’t 
need to. That’s the bottom line.” 

Costa was likewise pleased. 

“I’m so proud of these girls,” 
Costa said. “They just really 
never quit.” 


were even remotely challenged in 
the three-day tournament. 

Sigonella head coach Steve 
Larson cautioned his players 
that “anything can happen” in a 
championship game. 

It wasn’t hard to get the mes¬ 
sage across, he said. 

“We really don’t have that prob¬ 
lem,” Larson said. “Our girls are 
really level-headed.” 

That approach was evident as 
the Jaguars were unable to open 
a lead the way they did earlier. 

“We weren’t concerned,” Sigo¬ 
nella standout Jessica Jacobs 
said. “We just knew that we had 
to keep trying our hardest.” 

The multiple-sport Sigonella 
veteran thoroughly enjoyed the 
intensity of a hard-fought final. 

“I’ve experienced other cham¬ 
pionship games where it was an 
easy game, no competition,” Ja¬ 
cobs said. “It’s definitely not as 
fun.” 

Aaliyah Rawlings and Jacobs 
each had two hits to pace the Jag¬ 
uars. Aliyah Jordan and Isabella 
Williams scored a run apiece for 
the Tigers. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — Two new European records 
are in the books after Saturday’s 
conclusion of the DODEA Europe 
Track and Field Championships. 

In the 400 meters, Kaiserslaut¬ 
ern’s Jada Branch bounced back 
from a third-place finish in Fri¬ 
day’s preliminaries to win in 57.28 
seconds for the record. The old 
mark of 57.30 was set by Hohen¬ 
fels’ Christina McDuffie in 2000. 

Branch barely missed breaking 
the record at Europeans last year 
and had already dipped under 57 
seconds this season; her feat was 
more of a relief than a surprise. 

“So happy, coming back from 
last year and yesterday, especial¬ 
ly,” Branch said. 

The other record to fall Satur¬ 
day was more of a surprise. 

In the boys 3,200, Ramstein 
senior Jose Serrano ran the race 
of his life to out-stride teammate 
Dashiell Rogers at the finish line 
by less than a second. Serrano’s 
time of 9:51.43 erased former 
Royal Colin McLaren’s 2017 re¬ 
cord of 9:51.90. Serrano, who col¬ 
lected four title in the two days, 
said he was trying to end his high 
school track career with a win 
and wasn’t focused on the record. 

“It’s my senior year. Got to go 
out with a bang,” he said. 

Serrano helped lead Ramstein 
to the Division I team crown over 
Wiesbaden and Lakenheath. In Di¬ 
vision II, Aviano took the title and 
top Division HI boys team Baum- 
holder showed its depth by finish¬ 
ing fifth in the overall standings. 

On the girls side, Stuttgart 
rode to a Division I team victory 
on the legs of a group of runners 
that dominated the middle- and 
long-distance events. Wiesbaden 
was second on the strength of its 
sprint relays and Ramstein was 
third. In Division II, Rota topped 
Aviano and Bahrain, while in Di¬ 
vision III, a deep Brussels team 
led by senior Evin Harper took 
the title. 

The Most Outstanding Athlete 
awards went to Serrano in the run¬ 
ning events and to Baumholder’s 
Nathaniel Horton in field events. 


Branch won in both categories. 
Besides winning the 400, the se¬ 
nior set a new European record in 
the triple jump on Friday, and on 
Saturday won the long jump and 
finished second in the 200. 

For the second day in a row, hot 
temperatures cooked the track at 
Kaiserslautern High School. Bags 
of ice were given out to cool off 
runners as they finished races and 
many athletes doused themselves 
with water after their events. 

Vilseck’s Tynniesia Wilson kept 
her cool en route to tying the Eu¬ 
ropean record in the high jump. 
The junior cleared 5 feet, 5 inches, 
matching the record set in 1993 
by Hahn’s Drisana McDaniel. 

With the high jump the last 
field event of the day, Wilson had 
already run three races — includ¬ 
ing finishing second to Branch in 
the 400 — by the time she lined 
up at the high jump pit. 

“It was tough,” she said. “I had 
to make sure to stay focused. My 
teammates, coaches, they had 
drinks ready and everything.” 

While Wilson eclipsed her 
closest competitor by six inches, 
there were plenty of nail-biting 
races on the track. 

None, however, was closer than 
the boys 110 hurdles, where the 
finish was too close to call at the 
line. Video replay showed the 
torsos of Baumholder’s Solo Tur- 
geon and Wiesbaden’s Garrett 
Armel crossing the line at the 
same time. The result: A rare tie 
for first place. 

When the announcer called out 
the results and said “’in second 
place, nobody,’ I was like, ‘Oh, 
what happened?”’ Turgeon said. 
“And then he said ‘a tie for first 
place’, and I was like, ‘Oh, wow.’ I 
guess it never happened before.” 

Turgeon, who was seeded 
fourth with a 16:01, “ripped a 
15:47” to match Armel, he said. “I 
was just really happy for that.” 

Wiesbaden sophomore Isaiah 
DeVane orchestrated a thrill¬ 
ing come-from-behind victory in 
the 1,600-sprint medley to beat 
Ramstein and Kaiserslautern. 
DeVane brought his team from 
fifth to first in his 800-meter an¬ 
chor leg. 

Wiesbaden’s girls sprint med¬ 


ley also won an exciting race, 
with anchor Ta’Nya Thomas hold¬ 
ing off a late charge by Stuttgart 
freshman Linnea Meier. 

Other notable performances 
Saturday included: 

■ Wiesbaden senior Markez 
Middlebrooks followed up on Fri¬ 
day’s win in the high jump with 
first place in the 100 and 200. 

■ Senior Kobe Cox was a big 
reason Lakenheath landed in the 
top three in team standings. Cox 
handily won the triple jump with 
a leap of 45-1 V 2 and was second in 
the 100; on Friday, he was third in 
the long jump. 

■ The Ramstein boys 3,200 
relay team of Serrano, seniors 
Nick Clinton and Nicholas Blake, 
and junior Denver Dalpias missed 
the European record of 8:06.72 by 
less than a second. 

■ Stuttgart freshman McKin¬ 
ley Fielding won the 1,600 in 
5:19.92, her third title of the meet. 
Fielding ran about 10 seconds 
faster than fellow Panther Ta¬ 
tiana Smith. But in the 800 later 
in the day. Smith nabbed the vic¬ 
tory with a time of 2:26.51, about 
a second faster than Fielding. 
Stuttgart took the top five places. 

■ Wiesbaden junior Whitney 
Bivins edged Branch in the 200, 
25.36 to 25.45, placed second in 
the 100 and was part of the win¬ 
ning 400 and 1,600 relay teams. 

■ Kaiserslautern junior Zhane 
Williams threw a personal record 
in the shot put to win her first title. 
Seeded seventh with a mark of 31- 
1% inches, Williams heaved the 
shot put 32-11V 2 to top the field. 
“I’m on cloud nine,” she said. “I 
cried at first when I found out I 
won; I literally started bawling.” 

■ Vicenza senior Brandy 
James defended her title in the 
100 hurdles, clocking a 15.47 
to nip Ramstein junior Jaya 
Worthington, the only other hur¬ 
dler to break 16 seconds. 

■ Stuttgart senior Anders 
Bergeson threw 134-10 to win the 
discus, one year after finishing 
second. 

■ In the boys’ 300 hurdles, Wi¬ 
esbaden junior Caelum Wallace 
beat Baumholder’s Turgeon by a 
lean, 40.53 to 40.55. 

svan.iennifer@sfripes.com 


Sigonella passes tough 
Hohenfels test in final 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE BASEBALL 



Michael B. KELLEH/Stars and Stripes 

Sigonella’s Alex Ogletree, right, runs to first with Spangdhalem’s Deon Montgomery close 
behind during the Division ll/lll championship at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on Saturday. 


Sigonella defends title 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — The 
game that was always expected somehow ex¬ 
ceeded all expectations. 

The Sigonella Jaguars edged the Spangda- 
hlem Sentinels 1-0 on Saturday to win their 
second straight DODEA Europe Division II/ 
III baseball championship. A solo home run by 
Sigonella catcher Mason Carter served to de¬ 
cide a stellar pitching duel between Sigonella’s 
Alex Ogletree and Spangdahlem’s Max Little. 

Ogletree struck out 16 Sentinels in seven in¬ 
nings of three-hit ball; Little struck out 13 Jag¬ 
uars in his own seven-inning, three-hit gem. 

Sigonella coach Matt McKown called Ogle¬ 
tree and Little “the two best pitchers” he’s seen 
in his long Division II/III coaching career. 

“It was a true baseball game. It came down to 
pitching and defense,” McKown said. “Which 
is all you can ask for.” 

Carter provided the game-changing swing 
that decided the championship. The sopho¬ 
more launched an inside pitch clear over the 
left field fence for a fourth-inning home run. 

“I definitely tried to put the team on my 
back a little bit, being one of the leaders on the 
team,” said Carter, who also capably handled 
Ogletree as the Jaguars’ catcher. 

Despite his near-impeccable pitching line, 
Ogletree had to battle out of trouble more than 
once. 

The Sentinels loaded the bases in each of 
the two innings after Carter’s blast, the latter 
threat ending when a potentially productive 
chopper made contact with a Lancer runner 
traveling from first base to second. 

But Ogletree was simply dominant in a sev¬ 
enth inning that represented the perfect final 
act to his stellar DODEA Europe career. The 
senior pitcher had 10 pitches left under the 


tournament’s pitch-count rules; he used exact¬ 
ly that number to retire three Sentinel hitters 
and clinch the championship. 

“The only thing I was worrying about was 
getting ground balls...and throwing strikes,” 
Ogletree said. “The inning before that I was 
getting a little tired. 

“I’m glad that I was able to go out there and 
do it.” 

Spangdahlem has a new identity this season, 
having switched monikers from the Bitburg 
Barons to the Spangdahlem Sentinels. But the 
program’s title-game frustrations persist; it 
has now come up short in the last three Euro¬ 
pean title games, including a 2016 loss to Rota 
and a 10-1 loss to the Jaguars last year. 

“We just can’t get over that hump,” first-year 
Sentinels head coach Dan Little said. “Couldn’t 
ask for a better ball game than that.” 

The Jaguars and Sentinels have been point¬ 
ed towards Saturday’s showdown ever since 
Sigonella’s 10-1 win in the 2017 European 
championship game. 

Sigonella powered through a 9-3 divisional 
record in the regular season and ended it on a 
five-game divisional winning streak. The Jag¬ 
uars clinched their return to the elimination 
round with three wins to start the round-robin 
tournament and dispatched Rota 7-2 in a Sat¬ 
urday morning semifinal to earn the opportu¬ 
nity at a repeat. 

Spangdahlem earned the tournament’s top 
seed on the strength of an unbeaten divisional 
run through the regular season, and played 
up to that status this week. The Sentinels won 
their first three round-robin games before 
routing Sigonella 19-4 on Friday evening, 
though at that point both teams were more in¬ 
terested in preserving energy for the elimina¬ 
tion round. Spangdahlem handled Aviano 11-3 
in its Saturday morning semifinal. 


Lakenheath holds off 
K-town for D-l crown 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany 
— Meet the new royalty of DODEA 
Europe baseball: the Lakenheath 
Lancers. 

Lakenheath beat the Kaiserslautern 
Raiders 9-6 in the 2018 DODEA Eu¬ 
rope Division I championship game 
Saturday, just hours after ending the 
Ramstein Royals’ five-year title reign 
with an 8-7 semifinal victory. 

That turn of events amounts to a 
new era for DODEA Europe Division 
I baseball. The championship game 
was the first in the nine-year history 
not to have Ramstein as a participant. 
It produced the first championship for 
a school other than Ramstein or Stutt¬ 
gart, formerly known as Patch. 

Based on its sixth seed in the nine- 
team tournament, Lakenheath seemed 
an unlikely catalyst for such a seismic 
shift in the terrain of the Division I dia¬ 
mond. The Lancers knew they had it 
within them regardless of their place¬ 
ment in the bracket. 

“We knew we were capable of more,” 
Lakenheath coach Kelly Stacy said. 
“It’s one thing about knowing it, it’s an¬ 
other thing about showing it.” 

Lakenheath showed it, and earned 
its championship, via a key sequence 
of events across the fifth and sixth 
innings. 

Kaiserslautern mounted a significant 
threat in the bottom of the fifth with the 
score tied at five runs apiece. But Lak¬ 
enheath pitcher Michael Nighbert, who 
earlier smacked a three-run home run, 
notched an inning-ending strikeout in 
an extraordinarily high-leverage situa¬ 
tion: bases loaded, with a full count and 
a Raider runner encroaching up the 
base path towards home. 

To add to the pressure, a run in that 
situation would have essentially been a 
walk-off win for Kaiserslautern, as the 
game’s 110-minute time limit expired 
immediately after the inning’s final out. 

Nighbert deflected credit to what he 
called “the best defense in Europe,” 
and offered a self-deprecating explana¬ 
tion for his poise. 

“I’m in these situations a lot,” Nigh¬ 
bert said. “I’m not the best pitcher out 
there.” 

The Lancers took advantage of their 
fresh opportunity in the top of the sixth. 
Will Batykefer slapped a bases-loaded 


single to break the tie, and Jordan Har¬ 
ris and Jaxon Tomchesson produced 
insurance runs via groundnuts to give 
Lakenheath a 9-5 lead entering the 
final half-inning. 

The Raiders loaded the bases again 
on their last opportunity, but managed 
to plate only one run. 

The gritty performance was particu¬ 
larly impressive because the Lancers 
had to refocus so quickly after their 
triumphant ouster of the dynastic Roy¬ 
als earlier Saturday. Lancer senior 
Tomchesson, who had the game-win¬ 
ning hit to knock off Ramstein, said 
that wasn’t an issue. 

“Ever since the beginning of the 
season we were aiming for this final 
game,” Tomchesson said. 

“It was always the focus, no matter 
what. 

Lakenheath is no stranger to the 
deeper levels of the Division I tourna¬ 
ment, having lost to Ramstein 8-6 in the 
2017 European championship game. 
The Lancers were solid in the regular 
season, as well, sphtting doubleheaders 
with Kaiserslautern and Wiesbaden and 
sweeping Ramstein in a pair of games 
May 12. The Lancers struck immedi¬ 
ately upon arrival in the tournament, 
knocking off homestanding Kaiser¬ 
slautern 6-4 and besting second-seeded 
Stuttgart 11-7 on Thursday. 

Kaiserslautern has been chasing an 
elusive Division I title for years, most 
memorably in a rain-shortened 3-0 loss 
to Ramstein in the 2016 championship 
game. But the Raiders’ postseason vi- 
abihty was called into question late in 
the spring; they gave back a lead to rival 
Ramstein as part of a regular-season 
ending doubleheader sweep and did the 
same against the Lancers on Thursday. 

The third-seeded Raiders corrected 
that course to reach the elimination 
round, fight off Wiesbaden for an 8- 
7 semifinal win Saturday morning 
and trade blows with the Lancers in 
the final. Head coach Justin Bates 
said the Raiders have “nothing to be 
ashamed of” in terms of their effort or 
performance. 

“This was a very well-played game by 
both teams,” Bates said. “Our kids left 
it all out there on the field. We pitched 
well, we hit well, we field well. They just 
did it a little better than we did.” 


broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Boston 
New York 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Kansas City 
Chicago 

Houston 
Seattie 
Los Angeies 
Oakland 


Central Division 


West Division 


22 32 


407 12'/2 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Philadelphia 29 20 .592 - 

Atlanta 29 21 .580 '/> 

Washington 28 22 .560 I'/z 

New York 25 23 .521 3'/2 

Miami 19 32 .373 11 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 33 20 .623 - 

St. Louis 27 22 .551 4 

Pittsburgh 28 23 .549 4 

Chicago 26 22 .542 4'/2 

Cincinnati 19 34 .358 14 

West Division 

Colorado 27 25 .519 - 

Arizona 26 25 .510 ’/> 

San Francisco 25 27 .481 2 

Los Angeles 23 28 .451 3'/2 

San Diego 22 31 .415 5'/2 

Saturday's games 
Boston 8, Atlanta 6 
Oakland 3, Arizona 0 
Philadelphia 2, Toronto 1 
Texas 4, Kansas City 3,10 innings 
Chicago White Sox 8, Detroit 4 
Tampa Bay 5, Baltimore 1 
Cleveland 8, Houston 6 
L.A. Angels 11, N.Y. Yankees 4 
Seattle 4, Minnesota 3,12 innings 
St. Louis 4, Pittsburgh 1 
Milwaukee 17, N.Y. Mets 6 
Washington 4, Miami 1 
San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 4 
Cincinnati 6, Colorado 5 
San Diego 7, L.A. Dodgers 5 
Sunday’s games 
Atlanta at Boston 
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Yankees 
Baltimore at Tampa Bay 
Chicago White Sox at Detroit 
Houston at Cleveland 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Kansas City at Texas 
Arizona at Oakland 
Minnesota at Seattle 
Washington at Miami 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Mets at Milwaukee 
Cincinnati at Colorado 
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers 
San Francisco at Chicago Cubs 
Monday’s games 

Houston (Verlander 6-2) at N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees (German 0-2) 

Toronto (Sanchez 2-4) at Boston (Price 
4-4) 

Washington (Gonzalez 5-2) at Balti¬ 
more (Cobb 1-6) 

L.A. Angels (TBD) at Detroit (Boyd 2-4) 
Tampa Bay (Archer 3-3) at Oakland 
(Gossett 0-2) 

Chicago White Sox (Covey 1-1) at 
Cleveland (Plutko 2-0) 

Texas (Fister 1-4) at Seattle (Gonzales 
4-3) 

Minnesota (Lynn 2-4) at Kansas City 
(Junis5-3) 

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 4-0) at Atlanta (Mc¬ 
Carthy 5-2) 

Chicago Cubs (TBD) at Pittsburgh 
(Kuhl 4-2) 

St. Louis (Weaver 3-4) at Milwaukee 
(Suter 4-3) 

Cincinnati (Bailey 1-6) at Arizona 
(Koch 2-3) 

Miami (Smith 3-5) at San Diego (Lauer 
1-2) 

N.Y. Mets (TBD) at Atlanta (TBD) 

San Francisco (Suarez 1-4) at Colo¬ 
rado (Bettis 4-1) 

Philadelphia (Velasquez 4-5) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Maeda 4-3) 

Saturday 

White Sox 8, Tigers 4 

Chicago Detroit 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

TI.Andrss 4 3 2 4 J.JonescMfS 0 0 0 

Y.Sanch3b 5 0 0 0 Cstllns rf 5 10 0 

J.Abreulb 4 2 4 2 Cndlrio3b 4 3 2 3 

J.Rndondh 4 0 0 0 V.Mrtindh 4 0 2 0 

Palkarf 5 12 2 Kzmapr-dh 1 0 0 0 

Tllson If 0 0 0 0 Goodrm2b 4 0 2 0 

Moncada2b 5 110 Joh.Hcklb 4 0 10 

Engel cf 4 12 0 J.McCnn c 4 0 10 

T.Thmps If-rf 4 0 1 0 J.lgissss 3 0 10 

A.GnzIz c 4 0 0 0 V.Reyes If 3 0 10 

Mrtinph-cf 10 0 0 
Totals 39 8 12 8 Totals 38 410 3 
Chicago 001 024 100-8 

Detroit 201 000 001-4 

E—Ti.Anderson 3 (8). DP—Chicago 1. 
LOB-Chicago 7, Detroit 10. 2B-J.Abreu 
2 (19), J.lglesias (13). 3B-Goodrum (1). 
HR-Ti.Anderson 2 (10), J.Abreu (9), Pal- 
ka (4), Candelario 2 (7). SB-V.Reyes (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Santfago W,l-2 5 7 3 2 1 5 

Volstad 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Avilan Vi 2 0 0 0 0 

Jones '/3 0 0 0 1 0 

Soria 1 0 10 10 

Detroit 

Liriano L,3-2 5 6 5 5 3 8 

Coleman 1 2 2 2 0 0 

Lewicki 3 4 110 3 

Liriano pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
T-3:16. A-27,032 (41,297). 


Red Sox 8, Braves 6 

Atlanta Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Albies2b 4 10 0 Betts rf 4 2 10 

Acuna rf 5 13 1 Bntndicf-lf 4 2 3 3 

F.Frman lb 5 0 2 1 J.Mrtin If 4 0 0 0 

Mrkakisif 4 12 1 BrdlyJcf 0 0 0 0 

Suzuki c 5 0 11 Mrelandlb 5 12 2 

Incarte cf 110 0 Bgaertsss 3 111 

Flowers dh 4 0 10 Pedroia2b 4 10 0 

Camargo3b 4 0 0 0 E.Nunez3b 4 110 

Swanson ss 4 2 2 2 Swihartdh 3 0 11 

C.Vazqzc 4 0 11 
Totals 36 611 6 Totals 35 810 8 
Atlanta 021 200 001-6 

Boston 003 102 20x-8 

E-Albies (6). DP-Boston 1. LOB-At- 
lanta 8, Boston 10. 2B-Markakis 2 (14), 
Suzuki (6), Moreland (11). 3B—Benintendl 
(4), Moreland (1). HR-Acuna (5), Swan¬ 
son (3), Benintendi (6). SF—Markakis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Newcomb 


6 3 3 


0 0 


Moylan V/i 1 

Freeman L,l-2 BS,1 ^3 1 1110 

Winkler 1 12 0 11 

Sims 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Boston 

Pomeranz 3'/3 6 5 5 3 3 

Velazquez % 2 0 0 0 0 

Wright W,l-0 3 2 0 0 1 1 

Kelly H,9 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kimbrel S,16-18 1 1110 0 

HBP—by Freeman (Benintendi). WP— 
Freeman. T-3:29. A-36,510 (37,731). 

Phiiiies 2 , Biue Jays 1 

Toronto Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsnef 4 0 0 0 C.Hman2b 4 0 0 0 

Biaginip 0 0 0 0 Hoskins If 4 0 10 

Loupp 0 0 0 0 O.Hrrracf 3 0 0 0 

Dnldson3b 3 0 10 C.Sntna lb 4 0 0 0 

Smoaklb 3 10 0 Altherr rf 3 0 0 0 

T.Hrnndrf 4 0 0 0 Franco 3b 3 12 1 

Solarte2b 2 0 0 0 Kingeryss 3 0 2 0 

R.Mrtinss 3 0 11 Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 

SmthJrIf 3 0 0 0 Nolap 2 0 0 0 

Mailec 3 0 0 0 Dmnguez p 0 0 0 0 

J. Grciap 2 0 0 0 N.WIImsph 1111 

Pillar ph-cf 10 10 L.Grciap 0 0 0 0 
Totals 28 1 3 1 Totals 30 2 6 2 
Toronto 000 000 100-1 

Philadelphia 000 010 Olx—2 

DP—Philadelphia 2. LOB—Toron¬ 
to 3, Philadelphia 5. HR—Franco (8), 
N.Williams (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Garcia 7 5 110 5 

Biagini L,0-4 % 1 110 0 

Loup Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Philadelphia 

Nola 6% 1 1 1 3 10 

Dominguez W,l-0 IVi 1 0 0 0 1 

Garcia S,l-2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Loup (Herrera). T-2:25. A- 
26,788 (43,647). 

Indians 8, Astros 6 

Houston Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 5 0 0 0 Lindorss 5 0 0 0 

Bregman3b 4 10 0 Brntleylf 5 111 

Altuve2b 4 3 4 2 Jose.Rm 3b 2 10 0 

Correa ss 3 0 2 2 Encrncodh 3 3 3 2 

M.Gnzal If 4 0 0 0 Alonso lb 3 112 

Gurriel lb 4 0 10 Me.Cbrrrf 4 111 

B.McCnnc 3 0 0 0 R.Davis cf 0 0 0 0 

Stassiph-c 10 10 Kipnis2b 4 12 2 

Gattisdh 3 10 0 Gomes c 4 0 0 0 

T.Kempcf 4 112 G.AIIencf-rf4 0 1 0 
Totals 35 6 9 6 Totals 34 8 9 8 
Houston 002 012 100-6 

Cleveland 010 420 lOx-8 

E-Gurriel (1). DP-Cleveland 1. LOB- 
Houston 5, Cleveland 6. 2B—Correa (14), 
Encarnacion (5), Me.Cabrera (3). 3B—Al- 
tuve (2). HR-Altuve (3), T.Kemp (1), 

Brantley (8), Encarnacion (11), Alonso 

(10), Kipnis (2). SB-Altuve 2 (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

McCullers L,6-3 4'/3 6 7 7 2 2 

Sipp 14 0 0 0 0 1 

Peacock VA 1 1121 

Rondon Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

McHugh 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Cleveland 

Carrasco W,6-3 5Vi 7 5 5 2 8 

McAllister H,3 l'/3 1 110 0 

Olson H,3 '73 0 0 0 0 0 

Otero H,1 Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Allen S,8-9 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Carrasco (Bregman). WP— 
McCullers. T-3:28. A-30,639 (35,225). 

Athletics 3, Diamondbacks 0 

Arizona Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

D.PrItalf 4 0 10 Joyce If 4 111 
GIdschmdh 4 0 0 0 Semien ss 4 0 10 

Lamb 3b 4 0 0 0 Lowriedh 4 0 0 0 

Dscalso lb 3 0 0 0 M.OIson lb 3 1 1 1 

K. Marte2b 3 0 0 0 M.Chpmn3b3 0 0 0 

Brito rf 3 0 10 Canharf 2 0 0 0 

Avila c 3 0 0 0 Pscottyrf 0 0 0 0 

Ahmed ss 3 0 0 0 Du.FwIrcf 3 0 0 0 

J.Dyson cf 2 0 0 0 Pinder2b 3 12 1 

Maxwell c 3 0 0 0 

Totals 29 0 2 0 Totals 29 3 5 3 

Arizona 000 000 000-0 

Oakland 100 000 llx-3 

E—Du.Fowler (1). LOB—Arizona 3, 

Oakland 3. 2B-Semlen (12), PInder (6). 
HR-Joyce (6), M.OIson (8), Pinder (5). 
S-J.Dyson (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Buchholz L,0-1 6 2 110 3 

De La Rosa 1 11110 

Salas 1 2 110 0 


Angels 11, Yankees 4 

Los Angeles New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cozart2b-3b 5 3 2 0 Gardner cf 4 111 
Trout cf 5 3 5 4 Judge rf 2 12 1 

Upton If 1 0 0 0 Grgriusss 4 0 0 0 

Young ph-lf 110 0 Stanton If 4 0 0 0 

Pujols lb 4 0 12 G.Sanchdh 4 0 0 0 

J. Mrteph-lb 1 0 0 0 Bird lb 4 0 0 0 

Ohtanidh 4 0 0 1 Andujar3b 4 12 0 

A.Smmnsss 4 0 11 Au.Rmnec 4 12 2 

Vlbuena3b 2 0 0 0 G.Trres2b 3 0 0 0 

Kinslerph-2b 2 0 0 0 

K. CIhunrf 3 2 0 0 

Bricenoc 4 2 2 2 

Totals 36111110 Totals 33 4 7 4 
Los Angeles 102 204 200-11 

New York 220 000 000- 4 

E—G.Torres (4), Briceno (1). DP—New 
York 1. LOB—Los Angeles 7, New York 5. 
2B-Trout 3 (12). HR-Trout (17), Briceno 
(1), Gardner (2), Judge (14), Au.Romine 
(3). SB-Judge (3). CS-Judge (2). SF- 
A.Simmons (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

BarriaW,4-l 5 6 4 4 1 4 

Ramirez IVi 1 0 0 10 

Anderson IVi 0 0 0 1 2 

Bedrosian 1 0 0 0 0 1 

New York 

Gray L,3-4 3Vi 7 5 5 3 7 

Holder l'/3 0 0 0 1 3 

Kahnie Vi 2 4 2 2 0 

Shreve IVi 2 2 2 1 0 

Cole 2 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Gray (Upton). T-3:30. A- 
44,565 (54,251). 

Rays 5, Orioles 1 

Baltimore Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mancini lb 4 0 0 0 B.MIIerlb 4 0 0 0 

A.Jonescf 4 0 0 0 Crondh 4 12 2 

M.Mchdoss 4 110 Wendle2b 4 111 
Schoop2b 4 0 0 0 W.Ramosc 4 0 2 1 
VIenciaSb 3 0 10 M.DuffySb 4 0 0 0 

C.Davisdh 2 0 11 M.Smith cf 3 110 

Rickard rf 3 0 0 0 Dan.Rbrss 4 13 0 

Susac c 3 0 0 0 Gomez rf 2 0 0 0 

Gentry If 3 0 0 0 Rfsnydrif 3 12 1 

Totals 30 1 3 1 Totals 32 511 5 

Baltimore ODD 000 100-1 

Tampa Bay 230 000 OOx—5 

E-M.Castro (1). DP-Baltimore 2. 
LOB—Baltimore 3, Tampa Bay 9. 2B— 
M.Machado (14), Cron (9), W.Ramos (6), 
Dan.Robertson (8). 3B—Valencia (1), 
Wendle(3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


CashnerL,2-6 5 11 5 5 4 4 

Scott 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Castro 2 0 0 0 2 1 

Tampa Bay 

Stanek IVi 0 0 0 0 3 

Banda W,l-0 B'i 3 1117 

Roe 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cashner pitched to 3 batters in the 6th 
T-2:28. A-14,744 (42,735). 

Mariners 4, Twins 3 (12) 

Minnesota Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

B.Dzier2b 4 110 Segura ss 4 13 1 

Kepler rf-cf 5 12 1 Bckham2b 10 10 

Sanolb 2 0 0 0 Heredia cf 4 0 2 0 

Adrnzapr-lbl 10 0 Hanigerrf 4 10 0 

E.Rsriolf 5 0 2 1 N.Cruzdh 4 112 

E.Escbr3b 5 0 11 Seager3b 5 0 0 0 

Garverc 5 0 0 0 Healylb 5 0 0 0 

Mrrisondh 5 0 10 Gamel If 5 0 2 0 

G.Petit ss 5 0 10 Zuninoc 5 111 

Buxton cf 2 0 0 0 A.Rme2b-ss 4 0 0 0 

Grssman rf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 41 3 8 3 Totals 41 410 4 

Minnesota 000 002 010 000-3 

Seattle 000 003 000 001-4 

E-G.Petit (2). DP-Minnesota 2. LOB- 
Minnesota 5, Seattle 5. 2B-Kepler (15), 
E.Rosario (14). HR—Segura (4), N.Cruz (8), 
Zunino (8). SB-Gamel (3). CS-G.PetIt 
(l).S-Heredla(4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Odorizzi 5'/3 7 3 3 1 3 

Duke 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Pressly Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Reed 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Hildenberger 2 0 0 0 0 1 

MaglllL,!-! IVi 2 110 0 

Seattle 

LeBlanc 6 4 2 2 2 4 

Cook H,2 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Vincent H,10 Vi 0 1111 

Pazos BS,1 '/3 2 0 0 0 0 

Diaz 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Nicasio 2 0 0 0 0 5 

Bradford W,4-0 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Magill (Cruz). T-3:40. A- 
23,986 (47,943). 

Nationais 4, Marlins 1 

Washington Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

T.Trnerss 5 0 2 1 Detrich If 3 0 0 0 

Harper rf 4 0 0 0 Ralmutoc 4 13 0 

Rendon 3b 4 0 0 0 Bourlb 4 0 0 0 

Mar.Rynlb 4 111 S.Cstro2b 3 0 0 0 

J.Soto If 4 12 0 Bri.And rf 4 0 2 1 

M.Tylorcf 2 0 0 0 Rojas 3b 3 0 0 0 

P.Svrnoc 3 0 0 0 Riddle ss 4 0 0 0 

Roark p 2 0 0 0 Brinson cf 3 0 0 0 

A.Snchzph 1 0 0 0 Chen p 2 0 0 0 

Collins p 0 0 0 0 Brrcighp 0 0 0 0 

Ju.MlIrp 0 0 0 0 Maybinph 10 10 

M. Adams ph 1111 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 

Dlittlep 0 0 0 0 Dspignep 0 0 0 0 

Difo2b 4 111 

Totals 34 4 7 4 Totals 31 1 6 1 

Washington ODD 000 013-4 

Miami 000 100 000-1 

E—Rendon (1). DP—Washington 2. 
LOB-Washington 7, Miami 6. 2B-J.Soto 
2 (2), Realmuto 2 (8). HR—Mar.Reynolds 
(5), Difo (3). SB-T.Turner (14), Dietrich (1). 
S-Rojas (2). 


0 0 0 1 


Chen 7'/3 3 112 6 

Barraclough Vi 0 0 0 1 0 

Ziegler L,0-4 Vi 4 3 3 1 1 

Despaigne Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

T-2:56. A-11,646 (36,742). 

Padres 7, Dodgers 5 

San Diego Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jnkwski If-rf 4 0 1 0 C.Tylorss 5 12 1 

Pirela2b 5 12 1 Muncy lb 4 110 

Hosmerlb 4 0 0 0 A.Brnes ph 10 0 0 

VllnevaSb 5 2 2 3 J.TrnerSb 3 111 

F.Reyesrf 2 10 0 M.Kemprf 5 110 

Stammen p 0 0 0 0 Grandal c 2 110 

Cordero ph 1 0 0 0 Blingeref 3 0 0 1 

Yates p 0 0 0 0 Frsythe2b 4 0 11 

Hand p 0 0 0 0 Pderson If 4 0 11 

Galvis SS 3 112 A.Wood p 2 0 0 0 

Ellis c 4 12 1 P.Baezp 0 0 0 0 

Margot cf 3 0 10 K.Hrnanph 10 0 0 

Lyles p 1 0 0 0 Hudson p 0 0 0 0 

Webbp 0 0 0 0 Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 

Szczurif 2 110 Fields p 0 0 0 0 

Puig ph 10 0 0 

Goeddel p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 710 7 Totals 35 5 8 5 

San Diego 020 012 110-7 

Los Angeles 100 310 000-5 

E—Villanueva 2 (10). DP—San Diego 
1, Los Angeles 2. LOB—San Diego 6, Los 
Angeles 8. 2B-Margot (8), C.Taylor (11). 
HR-Villanueva 2 (14), Galvis (2), Ellis (1), 

C.Taylor (7), J.Turner (1). SB—Jankowski 
(8). S-Lyles (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Lyles 4Vi 7 5 5 4 4 

Webb Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Stammen W,2-0 IVi 0 0 0 0 1 

Yates H,8 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Hand S,16-18 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Los Angeles 

Wood 5'/3 6 5 5 1 7 

Baez Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Hudson L,l-1 Vi 1 110 0 

Alexander Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Fields 1 11111 

Goeddel 1 1 0 0 2 1 

HBP-by Alexander (Jankowski). WP— 
Goeddel. T-3:12. A-43,920 (56,000). 

Rangers 4, Royals 3 (10) 

Kansas City Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jay If 5 111 DSheldscf 5 110 

Mrrfeldcf 4 0 12 Choodh 4 111 

Mstakas3b 3 0 0 0 Knr-Flf3b 4 0 11 

S.Perezc 4 0 0 0 Mazararf 3 0 10 

Solerrf 4 0 0 0 Profarss 4 12 0 

A.Grdondh 4 0 10 Gallo If 3 111 

H.Dzierlb 3 12 0 Odor 2b 3 0 0 0 

Goins 2b 4 0 0 0 Guzman lb 3 0 11 

A.Escbrss 4 110 C.Perezc 3 0 0 0 

R.Chrns ph-cl 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 6 3 Totals 33 4 8 4 

Kansas City 003 000 000 0-3 

Texas 001 101 000 1-4 

DP-Texas 1. LOB-Kansas City 5, 
Texas 7. 2B-Merrifield (15), H.Dozier 
(3), Profar (16), Gallo (8), Guzman (5). 
3B-Profar (3). HR-Choo (8). SB-Gallo 
(2). S-Odor (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 


Hill 1 1 0 0 0 2 

McCarthy L,3-2 1 1110 0 

Texas 

Colon 7 5 3 3 2 4 

Leclerc 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Martin 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Claudio W,3-2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WP-Kennedy. T-2:59. A-29,644 

(49,115). 

Cardinals 4, Pirates 1 

St. Louis Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.Crpnt3b-lb5 1 2 1 Hrrison2b 4 0 0 0 
Mrtinezlb 4 0 3 1 Crvelli c 3 0 10 

Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 S.Martecf 4 12 1 

Norris p 0 0 0 0 J.Bell lb 4 0 10 

Pham cf 4 110 Dekrson If 4 0 0 0 

Ozunalf 4 12 0 Moran 3b 4 0 2 0 

Gyorko2b-3b4 0 0 0 Polanco rf 3 0 0 0 

De.FwIrrf 1 0 0 0 Mercer ss 3 0 0 0 

Bader pr-rf 2 0 10 Tr.WIImp 10 0 0 

Penac 3 0 0 1 R.Rdrgzp 0 0 0 0 

Munoz ss 3 12 1 A.Frzerph 10 0 0 

J.FIhrtp 2 0 0 0 Glasnow p 0 0 0 0 

Lyons p 0 0 0 0 Meadows phi 0 0 0 

Wong 2b 1 0 0 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

E.Sntnap 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 411 4 Totals 32 1 6 1 
St. Louis 101 200 000-4 

Pittsburgh 100 000 000-1 

DP-St. Louis 1, Pittsburgh 2. LOB-St. 
Louis 6, Pittsburgh 6. 2B—Martinez (13), 
Pham (8), J.Bell (11). HR—M.Carpenter 
(5), S.Marte (7). SB-Bader (5). SF-Pena 
(1). S-J.FIaherty (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Flaherty W,2-l 6 4 112 4 

Lyons H,8 Vs 1 0 0 0 1 

Hicks H,4 IVl 1 0 0 0 0 

Norris S,10-10 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Pittsburgh 

Williams L,5-3 4 7 4 4 0 3 

Rodriguez 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Glasnow 2 2 0 0 1 2 

Crick 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Santana 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Williams (Fowler). WP- 
Rodriguez, Lyons. T—2:52. A—22,133 
(38,362). 


Giants 5, Cubs 4 

San Francisco Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

G.Hrnancf 5 2 3 0 Zobrist2b 4 0 0 0 

McCtchnrf 4 12 1 Schwrbrif 4 2 2 1 

LngoriaSb 5 0 2 0 Bryant 3b 4 0 0 0 

Belt lb 3 0 12 Rizzo lb 3 0 11 

Wllmson If 3 110 Cntrras c 4 110 

S. Dysonp 0 0 0 0 I.Happcf 2 0 0 0 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

M.Gomezph 1 0 0 0 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

Strekinp 0 0 0 0 LStllaph 10 0 0 

B.Crwfrss 3 12 2 J.Baezss 4 111 
Hundley c 4 0 0 0 Heyward rf 3 0 11 

Tmlnson2b 4 0 0 0 Qintanap 2 0 0 0 

Strtton p 2 0 0 0 Cishek p 0 0 0 0 

Sndovalph 1 0 0 0 Almoracf 10 10 
Morontap 0 0 0 0 

Blanco If 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 511 5 Totals 32 4 7 4 
San Francisco 000 220 100-5 

Chicago 011 100 010-4 

DP—San Francisco 2, Chicago 1. 
LOB—San Francisco 9, Chicago 4. 2B— 
G.Hernandez 2 (3), McCutchen (14), Long¬ 
oria (14), B.Crawford (11), Schwarber (6), 
Almora (8). HR—B.Crawford (6), Schwarber 
(9), J.Baez (12). CS-B.Crawford (3). SF- 
Belt (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Stratton W,6-3 5 4 3 3 3 6 

MorontaH,! 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Dyson H,7 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Watson H,9 12 110 0 

Strickland S,10-12 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Chicago 

Quintana L,5-4 4'/3 5 4 4 2 6 

Cishek 2 3 1113 

Wilson IVl 1 0 0 0 3 

Strop 1 2 0 0 2 1 

T-3:04. A-41,250 (41,649). 

Brewers 17, Mets 6 

New York Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Nimmolf 4 2 11 Caincf 4 3 3 1 

A.Cbrra2b 4 110 Houser p 0 0 0 0 

Glirme ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Yelich rf-cf 5 3 3 3 

Flores 3b 5 13 1 Braun If 4 2 11 

Bruce rf 3 0 10 Aguilar lb 5 2 3 3 

Cnfortocf 5 12 1 T.ShawSb 4 2 2 1 

Msoraco c 4 0 2 1 Sgard ph-2b 10 0 0 
Nidoph 1 0 0 0 H.Prz2b-3b 5 113 

A.Gnzallb 5 110 Sladinoss 5 12 2 

Jo.Ryesss 3 0 12 Kratze 5 12 1 

J.Vrgas p 2 0 0 0 C.Andrs p 10 0 0 

Rhamep 0 0 0 0 Innings p 2 110 

A.Rsrioph 0 0 0 0 Logan p 0 0 0 0 

A.Ramosp 0 0 0 0 Villarph 10 0 0 

Flexen p 0 0 0 0 Ta.Wllm p 0 0 0 0 

Blevins p 1 0 0 0 D.Sntn ph-rf 1112 

Totals 38 612 6 Totals 43171917 

New York 311 010 000- 6 

Milwaukee 302 230 70x-17 

E—Conforto (1), Jo.Reyes (4). DP—New 
York 1, Milwaukee 1. LOB—New York 10, 
Milwaukee 10. 2B—Jo.Reyes (1), Cain 
(11), Yelich (8), T.Shaw (14), H.Perez (3), 
Saladino (3), Do.Santana (8). 3B-Yelich 
(2). HR—Nimmo (4), Conforto (6), Aguilar 
(8), Kratz (1). SB-Braun (5), H.Perez (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Vargas 3 6 5 5 2 5 

Rhame L,0-1 1 2 2 2 1 2 

Ramos Vi 3 3 3 1 1 

Flexen 2 8 7 3 3 1 

Blevins l'/3 0 0 0 1 0 

Milwaukee 

Anderson 3Vi 7 5 5 3 5 

Jennings W,3-l IVi 2 1111 

Logan 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Williams 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Houser 2 20003 

T-3;36. A-37,258 (41,900). 

Reds 6, Rockies 5 

Cincinnati Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Perazass 4 111 BIckmoncf 4 2 2 1 
Gennett2b 5 15 1 Dahl rf 4 0 13 

Votto lb 4 0 10 Arenado 3b 3 1 10 

Suarez 3b 4 0 0 0 Parra If 3 0 11 

Duvall If 4 0 0 0 Story ss 4 0 10 

Dixon rf 2 10 0 Desmnd lb 4 0 0 0 

Lrenzenp 0 0 0 0 McMahn2b 4 0 2 0 

Garrett p 0 0 0 0 Innettac 3 0 2 0 

BIndinoph 1 0 0 0 Wolterspr 0 0 0 0 

D.Hrnnd p 0 0 0 0 Ty.Andr p 2 2 0 0 

Hughes p 0 0 0 0 Rusinp 0 0 0 0 

T. Cruzc 4 12 2 B.Shaw p 0 0 0 0 

Mahlep 2 0 0 0 Cuevas ph 10 10 

Schblerrf 2 110 McGee p 0 0 0 0 

Hmiltoncf 4 111 C.Gnzal ph 0 0 0 0 

Totals 36 611 5 Totals 32 511 5 


100 : 


300-1 


Colorado 002 020 010-5 

DP—Cincinnati 4, Colorado 1. LOB— 
Cincinnati 6, Colorado 6. 2B—Dahl (3), 
Arenado (10), lannetta (6). 3B—Hamil¬ 
ton (3), Blackmon (2). HR-Gennett (10), 

T.Cruz (1). CS-Peraza (1). SF-Dahl (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cincinnati 

Mahle 5 6 4 4 4 4 

Lorenzen W,l-0 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Garrett H,8 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hernandez H,6 1 1110 1 

Hughes S,3-4 1 2 0 0 1 0 

Colorado 

Anderson 6 6 3 3 3 2 

Rusin L,0-1 BS,1 0 2 2 2 0 0 

Shaw 1 21101 

McGee 2 10001 

Rusin pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
Lorenzen pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
WP—Anderson, Shaw, Hernandez. T— 
3:00. A-42,844 (50,398). 
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Trout powers Angels to win over Yankees 



Julio Cortez/AP 


The Angels’ Mike Trout rounds the bases after hitting a home run off \bnkees starting pitcher Sonny 
Gray during the fourth inning of Saturday’s game in New York. Los Angeles won 11-4. 


Two-time MVP goes 
5-for-5 with homer 

By Mike Fitzpatrick 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Saturday night, 
center stage, under the Yankee 
Stadium spotlight. And the best 
player in baseball put on quite a 
show. 

Mike Trout homered and dou¬ 
bled three times during his first 
five-hit game in the mqjors as 
the Los Angeles Angels quickly 
recovered from a rocky start in 
rolling to an 11-4 victory over the 
New York Yankees. 

“It’s awesome. Preparation, 
working on timing, and nice pay¬ 
off tonight,” Trout said. “I was 
just getting pitches where I like it 
and I wasn’t missing.” 

Playing not far from his south¬ 
ern New Jersey hometown. Trout 
went deep for the third straight 
game to tie Boston’s Mookie Betts 
for the big league lead with 17 
homers. The two-time MVP drove 
in four runs, scored three and set 
career bests with four extra-base 
hits and 11 total bases. 

Trout added an infield single 
and finished 5-for-5, including a 
two-run homer in the fourth in¬ 
ning off shaky Sonny Gray (3-4) 
that put the Angels ahead 5-4. 

“He had a night that was in¬ 
credible,” Los Angeles manager 
Mike Scioscia said. “Gave us a 
big lift and we needed it. In this 
park, you’ve got to keep scoring 
and we did.” 

Jose Briceno homered in his 
m^or league debut for the An¬ 
gels, and rookie Jaime Barria 
(4-1) returned from the minors 
to win his third consecutive big 
league decision. Scioscia tied 
Dodgers mentor and Hall of 
Earner Tommy Lasorda for 20th 
place on the career list with 1,599 
wins as a manager. 


Brett Gardner and Aaron Judge 
began the bottom of the first with 
back-to-back homers for the Yan¬ 
kees, who lost for only the third 
time in their last 17 home games. 
Austin Romine poked a two-run 
shot off the right-field foul pole 


to give New York a 4-1 lead in the 
second. 

The 21-year-old Barria settled 
down after that and lasted five in¬ 
nings before three Los Angeles 
relievers combined to allow just 
one hit the rest of the way. 


“I think you saw his makeup 
right there. This could have taken 
some ugly turns,” Scioscia said. 

Coming off his best outing this 
season, eight dominant innings 
at Kansas City, the inconsistent 
Gray took a step back. He was 


It’s awesome.... I 
was just getting pitches 
where I iike it and I 
wasn’t missing. 7 

Mike Trout 

Los Angeles Angels outfielder 


charged with five runs, seven hits 
and three walks in S^/s innings. 

“I think the stuff was good, just 
the results weren’t,” Gray said. “I 
don’t think I got a leadoff hitter 
out all night and that can make 
for a long game for a starter.” 

Trout hit an RBI double off 
the left-field wall in the first and 
laced a double to right in the 
third. After his homer to left in 
the fourth, he had an RBI double 
to left-center in the sixth and an 
infield single to deep shortstop in 
the seventh. 

“He’s an unbelievable player 
and I think he kind of showed that 
tonight,” Gray said. 

Albert Pujols had a two-run 
single as the Angels broke it open 
with a four-run sixth, taking ad¬ 
vantage of a costly error by rookie 
second baseman Gleyber Torres. 

Ohtani watch: Shohei Ohtani 
threw a bullpen before the game 
and then went O-for-4 with two 
strikeouts and abases-loaded walk 
as the designated hitter. Ohtani 
also grounded into a double play 
that scored a run. He initially was 
lined up to pitch Sunday against 
Japanese countryman Masahiro 
Tanaka, but the two-way rookie 
sensation was pushed back by 
the Angels to manage his work¬ 
load. Ohtani would seem likely 
to be the DH against Tanaka on 
Sunday, though Scioscia wouldn’t 
commit to that. Ohtani appears 
to be tracking toward making his 
next start on the mound Wednes¬ 
day in Detroit, but the team has 
not made any announcement. 


Roundup 

Choo’s 176tli career HR lifts Rangers in lOth 



Brandon Wade/AP 


The Rangers’ Shin-Soo Choo celebrates 
his walk-off home run during the 10th 
inning of Saturday’s game against the 
Kansas City Royals in Arlington, Texas. 


Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Shin-Soo Choo 
became the top mqjor league home run hit¬ 
ter born in Asia, connecting for a leadoff 
drive in the 10th inning that lifted Texas to 
a 4-3 victory. 

Choo’s 176th career homer moved him 
past Hideki Matsui for the most by an 
Asian player. 

Choo hit a 3-1 pitch from Kevin McCar¬ 
thy (3-2) for his eighth homer this year. It 
was his third career game-ending homer 
and first in five seasons with the Rangers. 

Red Sox 8, Braves 6: Andrew Benin- 
tendi homered and drove in three runs, 
helping Boston top visiting Atlanta. 

The AL East-leading Red Sox celebrated 
the return of Dustin Pedroia with their 
sixth win in seven games. The 34-year- 
old Pedroia went O-for-4 with a walk and 
scored in his first game after offseason 
knee surgery. 

Phillies 2, Blue Jays 1: Aaron Nola took 
a no-hitter into the seventh inning, Nick 
Williams hit his third pinch-hit homer in 


the eighth and host Philadelphia moved 
into first in the NL East. 

Athletics 3, Diamondbacks 0: Daniel 
Mengden pitched a two-hitter for his sec¬ 
ond career shutout, leading host Oakland. 

Brewers 17, Mets 6: At Milwaukee, 
Erik Kratz homered in his Brewers debut, 
and Jesus Aguilar also connected. 

Christian Yelich had three hits, drove in 
three runs and scored three times for the 
NL Central-leading Brewers, who have 
won eight of their last 10. 

Nationals 4, Marlins 1: Mark Reynolds 
hit a tiebreaking homer leading off the 
ninth inning, and visiting Washington ral¬ 
lied to beat Miami for the 10th consecutive 
time. 

Cardinals 4, Pirates 1: Jack Flaherty 
pitched six crisp innings and Matt Carpen¬ 
ter homered, leading St. Louis to the road 
win. 

Giants 5, Cubs 4: Brandon Crawford 
hit a two-run homer, Brandon Belt drove 
in two runs and visiting San Francisco 
stopped a three-game slide. 


Rays 5, Orioles 1: At St. Petersburg, 
Ryne Stanek, Anthony Banda and Chaz 
Roe combined on a three-hitter on a bull¬ 
pen day for Tampa Bay. 

White Sox 8, Tigers 4: Tim Anderson 
homered twice on his way to a career-high 
four RBIs, leading Hector Santiago and 
visiting Chicago to the victory. 

Reds 6, Rockies 5: Scooter Gennett 
had five hits, including a solo homer, Tony 
Cruz also homered and Cincinnati held on 
to beat host Colorado. 

Indians 8, Astros 6: Yonder Alonso, 
Jason Kipnis and Edwin Encamacion each 
hit two-run homers, and Cleveland’s be¬ 
leaguered bullpen hung on as the Indians 
defeated visiting Houston. 

Padres 7, Dodgers 5: Christian Vil¬ 
lanueva homered twice and Jose Pirela hit 
the go-ahead single in the seventh inning, 
leading San Diego to a comeback victory 
over visiting Los Angeles. 

Mariners 4, IVvins 3 (12): Mike Zunino 
homered with two outs in the 12th to give 
host Seattle a victory over Minnesota. 
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STANLEY CUP FINAL _ 

Playoff burden lifted for Ovechkin 



Nick Wass/AP 


Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin is having fun, scoring goals, and 
destroying the label some laid on him for not being able to get past 
the second round of the playoffs. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Va. —Raw emo¬ 
tion came from Alex Ovechkin as 
he wore an “Eastern Conference 
champions” hat for the first time. 

“Oh my God,” he said. “It’s 
unbelievable. I can’t explain my 
emotions. I’m just happy for my 
boys, for organizations, for fans. 
Finally.” 

Finally. 

Ovechkin and the Washington 
Capitals will play for the Stan¬ 
ley Cup. It’s a journey 14 years in 
the making from Ovechkin being 
the first overall draft pick to the 
greatest goal scorer of this gen¬ 
eration — and a player who until 
this year hasn’t made it out of 
the second round of the playoffs 
through little fault of his own. Yet 
he’s gotten an uneven proportion 
of the blame. 

Ovechkin essentially willed the 
Capitals to the Cup Final with 12 
goals, 10 assists and the best post¬ 
season of his career. In one spring, 
the 32-year-old Russian superstar 
has ended Washington’s 20-year 
final drought, slayed demons and 
destroyed the old narrative that 
he can’t get the job done when it 
matters most. 

“The special thing is because 
we’re winning,” Ovechkin said be¬ 
fore the Capitals left for Las Vegas. 
“That’s the whole thing. That’s all 
I can say. We win and we move 
forward. We’ve never been in this 
position before. All my career, I 
played for this team, and we never 
get the success like that.” 

Ovechkin bore the brunt of nine 
playoff appearances ending after 
the first or second round despite 
being a point-a-game player. With 
time running out on chasing the 
trophy he knew all about as a kid, 
this season has featured a differ¬ 
ent-looking player. 

General manager Brian Ma- 
cLellan sees a new level of ma- 

Series capsule 


Washington Capitals 
vs. Vegas Golden Knights 

Conference finals: Capitals beat 
Tampa Bay Lightning in 7. Golden 
Knights beat Winnipeg Jets in 5. 

Season series: Vegas 2-0. 

Story line: The Capitals finally made 
the Stanley Cup Final with Alex Ovech¬ 
kin and Nicklas Backstrom after losing 
in the first or second round in their past 
nine playoff appearances. This team 
was considered weaker on paper than 
the past two years when Washington 
won the Presidents’ Trophy and lost to 
the eventual Cup-champion Pittsburgh 
Penguins. Ovechkin has a career-high 
22 points on 12 goals and 10 assists 
after leading the NHL with 49 goals 
during the regular season. Linemate 
Evgeny Kuznetsov has a franchise- 
record 24 playoff points through 19 
games, including the overtime series 
winner against Pittsburgh. Goaltender 
Braden Holtby did not start the first 
two games of the playoffs but is 12-6 
with a 2.04 goals-against average and 
.924 save percentage since replacing 


turity on and off the ice that he 
believes comes from Ovechkin 
getting married. A different off¬ 
season training regimen allowed 
Ovechkin to produce more at 
even strength, and the result was 
an NHL-leading 49 goals. 

“I think the way he plays this 
year is more within the team 
structure,” MacLellan said. 
“This is the most systematic he’s 
played throughout his career, in 
my mind.” 

In the playoffs, Ovechkin has 
raised his game even further. His 
vintage physicality and his will¬ 
ingness to get his body in front of 
shots and hustle down ice on the 
backcheck have been noticeable. 

“When you see him blocking 
shots, you see him coming back 
hard, you see him playing physi¬ 
cal, he’s getting more and more 
excited,” linemate Tom Wilson 


Philipp Grubauer. Coach Barry Trotz 
does not have a contract for next sea¬ 
son but has arguably done the best job 
of his 19-year career. Trotz had not 
made it past the second round until 
this year. ... Vegas general manager 
George McPhee spent 17 years in that 
job with the Capitals from 1997-2014. 
He was GM when they last made the 
final in 1998 but is also responsible 
for acquiring 14 players on the current 
roster and was succeeded by long-time 
friend and colleague Brian MacLellan. 
Vegas in the Cup Final in its inaugu¬ 
ral season, the first to do it since the 
1967-68 St. Louis Blues when all six 
expansion teams were in the same di¬ 
vision. The expansion Golden Knights 
have lost only three games through 
three rounds thanks to the play of goal- 
tender Marc-Andre Fleury and the top 
line of Jonathan Marchessault, William 
Karlsson and Reilly Smith. Fleury has a 
1.68 GAA and .947 save percentage 
a year after helping the Penguins win 
the Cup. Former Capitals defenseman 
Nate Schmidt leads Vegas in ice time 
at almost 25 minutes a game. 


said. “It seems like every round 
you win, he’s playing even hard¬ 
er. And that’s what you need out 
of your top guys. When he’s going, 
you’re aware he’s on the ice. Ev¬ 
eryone in the building knows he’s 
on the ice.” 

During the third round, Tampa 
Bay coach Jon Cooper said 
Ovechkin has “taken 14 years of 
frustration out in one playoffs.” 
Ovechkin is reluctant to talk about 
previous playoff disappointments, 
but they’ve been tied to him. 

Even though this is a team sport, 
someone has to be the greatest 
player to never win the Cup. Until 
now, arguably that’s Ovechkin, a 
label he has the chance to shed 
beginning in Game 1 of the final 
Monday at the expansion Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

“He’s an elite player that shoul¬ 
ders the responsibility of how 


Washington’s key player: Ovechkin. 
This is the chance to shed the label as 
hockey’s greatest player who has never 
won the Cup. He has looked like a 
man on a mission all playoffs, throw¬ 
ing his body around and producing at a 
level that has lifted the Capitals to new 
heights. MacLellan believes this is the 
most within the system Ovechkin has 
ever played a season after scoring just 
33 goals with the benefit being a long 
playoff run. 

Vegas’ key player: Fleury. The 33- 
year-old first face of the new franchise 
has been as advertised and then some, 
especially in the playoffs. Fleury frus¬ 
trated Los Angeles, San Jose and Win¬ 
nipeg on the way to the final and is 
having some of the best success of his 
career. He already eliminated the Capi¬ 
tals in 2009 and 2017 on the way to 
winning the Cup and will have to be at 
his best to do it again. 

Prediction: Capitals in 7. 

— Stephen Whyno, 
Associated Press 


our team performs, whether that 
is fair or unfair, and I think that 
happens to all those elite players 
in the league,” MacLellan said. 
“They get built up when they win 
and they get torn down a httle bit 
when they lose. It is not always fair, 
because it is a team game. And for 
him, he has shouldered a lot of the 
burden that has gone on here for 
the last 11 years or whatever the 
time period has been, and hope¬ 
fully this is a time when he gets 
payback and enjoys it this year.” 

Ovechkin is enjoying hockey 
seemingly like never before. 
Coach Barry Trotz wondered if 
being the face of the franchise 
and carrying the burden weighed 
on Ovechkin all those years. 

Getting past the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and the second round 
made Ovechkin look “freer” in 
Trotz’s eyes. 

“You want your top guys to be 
on a mission, and I think that has 
freed him to carry on the mission 
rather than have to explain why 
he didn’t go farther and have to 
do it every spring,” Trotz said. 
“He’s having fun. He’s produc¬ 
ing. He’s all in. If you’re going to 
have success, you have to have 
all-in contribution, and he has. I 
think he’s enjoying the run, the 
playoffs, maybe for the first time 
in a long time.” 

Since returning home to Wash¬ 
ington after advancing to the 
Final, Ovechkin said fans have 
come up to him to say thank you, 
good job, and to express pride. 
But he doesn’t want to celebrate 
too much because he knows how 
difficult every step of the playoffs 
is to conquer. 

“It’s hard. It’s not easy,” Ovech¬ 
kin said. “This organization, it’s 
been too long to be in this posi¬ 
tion, and I’ve never been in this 
position. Only Brooks Orpik has 
won the Stanley Cup and been in 
the final. Now this group is excit¬ 
ed and we’re ready to go.” 



Stanley Cup Final on AFN 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Monday: at Vegas AFN-Sports, 
2 a.m. Tuesday GET; 8 a.m. Tues¬ 
day JKT 

Wednesday: at Vegas AFN- 
Sports, 2 a.m. Thursday GET; 8 
a.m. Thursday JKT 
Saturday: at Washington AFN- 
Sports, 2 a.m. Sunday GET; 8 a.m. 
Sunday JKT 

Monday, June 4: at Washington 
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Tuesday GET; 
8 a.m. Tuesday JKT 
x-Thursday, June 7: at Vegas 
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Friday GET; 8 
a.m. Friday JKT 

x-Sunday, June 10: at Washing¬ 
ton AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Monday 
GET; 8 a.m. Monday JKT 
x-Wednesday, June 13: at Ve¬ 
gas AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Thursday 
GET; 8 a.m. Thursday JKT 



Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 


Golden Knights goaltender 
Marc-Andre Fleury has a .947 
save percentage. 

Waiting: DC, 

Vegas rolling 
into Cup Final 

FROM BAGK PAGE 

There’s nothing tighter than 
that first-year group because 
there’s no pre-conceived notion. 
Leadership’s not in place, nobody 
knows where to live, all those 
things are galvanizing.” 

The Golden Knights’ top scor¬ 
er during the playoffs has been 
former Lightning forward Jona¬ 
than Marchessault with 18 points 
(eight goals, 10 assists). Alex Tuch 
is second among league rookies 
with nine points (six goals, three 
assists). 

Goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, 
who’s in the Stanley Cup Final for 
the third straight season and fifth 
time overall, has been a huge part 
of the team’s success, too, with a 
1.68 goals-against-average and 
.947 save percentage. 

Fleury and teammate James 
Neal return to the Cup Final after 
facing each other in the champion¬ 
ship round last year—Fleury with 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, Neal 
with the Nashville Predators. 

“They’re deep. They’re prob¬ 
ably the most veteran team still 
playingin the playoffs. But they’ve 
done a fabulous job,” Trotz said. 
“They’re a fabulous story.... It’s a 
great story, not only for our game, 
but for everybody.” 

To reach the Cup Final for the 
first time since 1998, the Caps 
beat Tampa Bay three times on 
the road to run their record to 8-2 
away from home this postseason. 

The Lightning, the NHL’s high¬ 
est-scoring team during the regu¬ 
lar season, didn’t have a goal over 
the final 159 minutes, 27 seconds 
of the series. 

Ryan Callahan had Tampa 
Bay’s last goal at 33 seconds of 
the second period in Game 5. 

“It’s fun. I’m more happy for 
that group than I am personally,” 
Trotz said. “They did it together. 
Everybody has been in all year. 
We kept growing on and off the 
ice.” 

And shoving aside a decade of 
playoff frustration. 

“The playoffs are fun,” Trotz 
added. “They got to the next level 
and realized they’re not going to 
be defined by anything they’ve 
done or not done in the past.” 
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Ben Marcot/AP 

Warriors guard Klay Thompson, left, celebrates with forward Draymond Green during the second half of 
Saturday's Western Conference Finals Game 6 against the Houston Rockets in Oakland, Calif. 


Thompson s hot hand helps 
Golden State force Game 7 


By Janie McCauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Klay 
Thompson flashed back to a night 
he left the arena still in uniform, 
furious about his forgettable per¬ 
formance against Denver. 

It used to be he struggled to 
shake off a bad night, or even a 
bad start to a game. 

Now, he just keeps shooting. 
Whenever he feels like it, from 
wherever. No conscience. A hand 
or two in his face, no matter. 

“I was not always like this. 
I used to be so hard on myself, 
especially early in my career,” 
Thompson said. “...I learned, as I 
get older, if you play with passion, 
you play hard, and you leave the 
game saying I gave everything I 
have tonight in those 48 minutes, 
you can live with the result.” 

The Warriors’ season lives on 
largely thanks to Thompson’s 
shooting touch. Golden State is 
one win from a fourth straight 
NBA Finals, headed back to Hous¬ 
ton for Monday night’s Game 7. 

He came through with the de¬ 
fending champions’ season on the 
line in another do-or-die Game 
6, just as he did two years ago 
at Oklahoma City. This time he 
scored 35 points with nine three- 
pointers as the Warriors rallied 
with a huge second half to beat 
the Rockets 115-86 on Saturday 
night to force a deciding game in 
the Western Conference finals. 

His defense shined, too. Oh, and 
the typically subdued Thompson 
let his emotions flow for all to see: 
He flexed his biceps Draymond 
Green style, pumped his arms 
like Kevin Durant and yelled out 
the way Stephen Curry often does 
at Oracle Arena. 

Thompson has long been con¬ 
tent to be the understated All-Star 


Scoreboard 


Conference finals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Boston 3, Cleveland 3 

Boston 108, Cleveland 83 
Boston 107, Cleveland 94 
Cleveland 116, Boston 86 
Cleveland 111, Boston 102 
Boston 96, Cleveland 83 
Cleveland 109, Boston 99 
Sunday: at Boston AFN-Sports, 2:30 
a.m. Monday CET; 9:30 a.m. Monday JKT 
Western Conference 
Houston 3, Golden State 3 
Golden State 119, Houston 106 
Houston 127, Golden State 105 
Golden State 126, Houston 85 
Houston 95, Golden State 92 
Houston 98, Golden State 94 
Saturday: Golden State 115, Houston 

86 

Monday: at Houston AFN-Sports: 3 
a.m. Tuesday, CET; 10 a.m. Tuesday JKT 


Saturday 

Warriors 115, Rockets 86 

HOUSTON - Ariza 6-18 0-0 14, Tucker 
2-6 0-0 6, Capela 1-3 0-2 2, Gordon 7-12 1-4 
19, Harden 10-24 8-9 32, Anderson 0-2 0-0 
0, Mbah a Moute 0-2 0-2 0, Jackson 0-0 0- 
0 0, G.Green 4-6 0-0 11, Johnson 1-4 0-0 2. 
Totals 31-77 9-17 86. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 6-17 10-14 23, 
D.Green 2-3 0-0 4, Looney 2-6 0-0 4, Curry 

12- 23 0-0 29, Thompson 13-23 0-0 35, West 
1-1 0-0 2, Bell 1-2 1-2 3, Pachulia 0-0 0-0 0, 
Livingston 3-5 0-0 6, Cook 1-2 0-0 2, Young 
1-3 2-3 5, McCaw 1-2 0-0 2. Totais 43-87 

13- 19 115. 

Houston 39 22 16 9- 86 

Golden State 22 29 33 31-115 

Three-Point Goais—Houston 15-39 
(Gordon 4-6, Harden 4-12, G.Green 3-4, 
Tucker 2-5, Ariza 2-9, Johnson 0-1, An¬ 
derson 0-1, Mbah a Moute 0-1), Golden 
State 16-38 (Thompson 9-14, Curry 5-14, 
Young 1-3, Durant 1-5, D.Green 0-1, Mc¬ 
Caw 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Houston 38 (Capela 15), Golden State 
47 (D.Green 10). Assists—Houston 13 
(Harden 9), Golden State 26 (D.Green 9). 
Total Fouls—Houston 16, Golden State 
17. A-19,596 (19,596). 


among the four in Golden State’s 
starting lineup. 

“I just wanted to play with as 
much passion as I could tonight. 
Probably sounded more vocal 
than I usually am,” Thompson ac¬ 
knowledged. “When your back’s 


against the wall, if your shot’s 
not falling, you can always con¬ 
trol your passion and how hard 
you play. Usually when I do that, 
it trickles over to other aspects of 
my game.” 

Curry’s Splash Brother did it 
in 2016 when he scored 41 points 
against Durant’s former Thunder 
team with the Warriors facing 
elimination. They went on to win 
Game 7 before falling to LeBron 
James and the Cavaliers in a 
seven-game NBA Finals. 

Durant had no interest in rec¬ 
ollecting, smiling and laugh¬ 
ing with Curry as he said, “next 
question.” 

As for Curry? 

“I think we both blocked that 
whole year out of our memory,” 
the two-time MVP quipped. 

No arguing they both appreci¬ 
ate Thompson’s no-fear shooting 
approach and ability to almost 
single-handedly turn the tide of a 
game with a timely three-pointer 
or two — or nine. 

Once Golden State got going in 
transition, following clutch de¬ 
fensive stops, Thompson found 
the looks he so prefers from long 
range. 

“I feel like we’re the best team 
in the world and most fun team 
in the world to watch when we’re 
pushing that ball, getting defen¬ 
sive stops and making plays,” he 
said. “We’ve got too much talent 
not just to hit singles like Coach 
always says. Trust the next man 
ahead of us. It will end up working 
in our favor most of the time.” 

Thompson shot 13-for-23 and 9 
of 14 from deep as the Warriors 
responded from an early 17-point 
deficit to dominate James Hard¬ 
en and Houston the final three 
quarters, outscoring the Rockets 
93-47 after trailing 39-22 at the 
end of the first. 


Defending champion 
Ostapenko eliminated 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

PARIS — A year after stun¬ 
ning the tennis world by winning 
the French Open for the first tour 
title of her career, Jelena Ostap¬ 
enko is again in rare company: a 
first-round loser as the defend¬ 
ing champion at a Grand Slam 
tournament. 

Ostapenko’s high-risk game 
produced far fewer rewards than 
problems Sunday at Roland Gar¬ 
ros, and she bowed out to 67th- 
ranked Kateryna Kozlova of 
Ukraine 7-5,6-3 at Court Philippe 
Chatrier. 

The result made Ostapenko 
only the second reigning women’s 
champion to exit in the first round 
of the French 
Open a year 
later — it 
happened to 
2005 winner 
Anastasia 
Myskina, too 
— and only 
the sixth at 
any m^or 
tournament 
in the profes¬ 
sional era. 

“I didn’t 
expect any¬ 
thing from this match,” Kozlova 
said in an on-court interview. 
“It’s just an amazing feeling.” 

Hers was not the only signifi¬ 
cant surprise of Day 1. 

Seven-time mqjor champion 
Venus Williams was beaten 6-4, 
7-5 by 85th-ranked Wang Qiang 
of China. Add that to the ninth- 
seeded Williams’ loss at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open in January, and this 
is the only time in the 37-year-old 
American’s career that she was 
sent home in the first round of 
back-to-back mqjors. 

In 2017, ranked only 47th and 
20 years old, Ostapenko became 
the first woman since 1979 to win 
her initial tour-level trophy at a 
Grand Slam tournament. 

But the Latvian has had a rough 
road this season: Her record is 
just 12-12. 

Kozlova, meanwhile, is 24 and 
arrived at Roland Garros with an 
even worse mark for 2018 — 4-6. 

In her only previous appear- 



Alessandra Tarantino/AP 


Venus Williams returns the ball 
to Wang Qiang during their first 
round match of the French Open 
tennis tournament at the Roland 
Garros Stadium, Sunday, in 
Paris. Wang won 6-4, 7-5. 

ance in the main draw in Paris, 
last year, she lost in the first 
round. Overall, she had won one 
of seven matches at any Grand 
Slam site. 

And against the No. 5-seeded 
Ostapenko, Kozlova earned the 
first victory of her career against 
someone ranked in the top 30. 

In many ways, Ostapenko was 
her own undoing. 

She wound up with 48 unforced 
errors, more than twice as many 
as Kozlova, and that was more 
than enough to render Ostap¬ 
enko’s 22-13 edge in winners ir¬ 
relevant. Ostapenko allowed her 
opponent to convert 7 of 16 break 
points, including when a back¬ 
hand landed in the net to end the 
match after about 1 Vz hours. 

Moments later, she was gone, 
swiftly heading to the locker 
room. Ostapenko raised her left 
hand to acknowledge the crowd’s 
applause, but she kept her eyes 
focused on the ground as she 
walked off. 

Kozlova stayed steady despite 
the enormity of the moment and 
while dealing with a blister on 
the back of her right foot. She was 
treated by a trainer during a med¬ 
ical timeout after the first set. 



Ostapenko 
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Thompson takes over 

Warriors rally from awful start, 
force Game 7 » Page 31 


STANLEY CUP FINAL 


‘We’ve been waiting’ 



Washington 
Capitals left wing 
Alex Ovechkin 

Jason Behnken/AP 


Overdue Ovechkin, Capitals ready to take on 
surprising newcomer Golden Knights 


ern Conference champions in their inaugural 
season. 

“I feel very happy, but we’re not finished 
yet,” Ovechkin said. “We’ve been waiting for 
this moment a long time.” 

The Golden Knights breezed through the 
Western Conference, scoring 43 goals and al¬ 
lowing 27 while going 12-3 to eliminate the 
Los Angeles Kings, San Jose Sharks and 
Winnipeg Jets during an improbable run to 
the Stanley Cup Final. 

Vegas went 2-0 against the Capitals in 
the regular season, winning 3-0 at home 
on Dec. 23 and 4-3 at Washington on 
Feb. 4. 

“It’s a great story. They’re a good 
hockey team, they have a lot of good 
players, players from other teams 
— I know a lot of people say we didn’t 
want those players, but we all did,” 

Capitals coach Barry Trotz said. 

“The rules were the rules. 

They did a great job, they’ve 
been galvanized as a group. 

SEE WAITING ON PAGE 30 


By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Alex Ovechkin is thrilled, 
though hardly satisfied. 

The Washington Capitals star is headed to 
the Stanley Cup Final for the first time in his 
13-year career, eager to put more distance be¬ 
tween the Eastern Conference champions and 
a lingering perception of Ovechkin and the 
Caps as playoff underachievers. 

“Finally we get what we want, be in the Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final,” the 32-year-old Russian star 
said. “There’s still a lot of hockey to play.” 

Ovechkin scored just over a minute into 
Washington’s 4-0 victory over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in Game 7 of the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence final Wednesday night. 

Braden Holtby stopped 29 shots to notch his 
second straight shutout. Andre Burakovsky 
scored two goals, and Nicklas Backstrom 
added an empty-netter to help the Capitals 
close it out. 

Now, they’ve got to do it again against the ex¬ 
pansion Vegas Golden Knights, who are West- 


Vegas Golden Knights center 
Jonathan Marchessault 

David Becker/AP 


Two DODEA Europe records set at track 
and field championships » Page 26 


Lakenheath tops Kaiserslautern for 
Division I baseball crown » Page 27 












